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Nationals squeak by Brewers
A pair of run-scoring doubles from 

Anthony Rendon helped the Washington 

Nationals score a 2-1 win over the visiting 

Milwaukee Brewers on Friday night.  

The loss left Milwaukee two games behind 

St. Louis in the NL Central. Page 1B

Ordnance 

in the attic
A man cleaning his 

mother’s attic found  

an artillery shell, 

and brought warnings 

from officials. Page 8A

Crash victim ends up 

in vehicle’s back seat
A motorcyclist hit by a  

suspected intoxicated driver 

ended up injured in the back 

seat of the driver’s convertible 

in Walworth County. Page 3A
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Two local state legislators from oppo-
site sides of the political aisle are working 
together to make health services delivered 
by phone or computer more accessible to 
Medicaid recipients.

State Reps. Amy 
Loudenbeck, R-Clinton, 
and Debra Kolste, D-Janes-
ville, are among the co-au-
thors of a bill that would 
make it easier for provid-
ers to offer “telehealth” 
services and for Medicaid 
patients to receive cover-
age for them, according to 
a news release.

Telehealth involves 
the delivery of health 
care remotely via a com-
puter, tablet, smartphone 
or other device, according 
to the Wisconsin Hospital 
Association.

Telehealth is com-
monly used for virtual 

office visits, telestroke services, remote 
patient monitoring and remote evalua-
tion of patient information.

Loudenbeck told The Gazette the bill 
would improve access to routine services 
for rural Wisconsinites and those with 
mobility challenges.

As someone who has worked in health 
care, Kolste said it was initially difficult 
to get behind telehealth because it works 
against traditional ideas and techniques 
for medicine. However, she said she 
understands that health care must keep 
up with technology.

The bill targets four goals to improve 
Medicaid coverage of telehealth, accord-
ing to the release:

 � Requiring Medicaid to cover tele-
health the same as in-person services in 
terms of coverage for patients and reim-
bursement for providers.

 � Allowing Medicaid to cover a num-
ber of telehealth services comparable to 
the number Medicare offers.

 � Allowing Medicaid patients to 
receive telehealth in homes or nonclin-
ical settings.

 � Repealing additional certification 
requirements for providers to offer behav-
ioral health and substance abuse services 
through telehealth.

The bill is being circulated for co-spon-
sorship and will be introduced at the end 
of the month, according to the release.

Changes in the bill are unlikely to 
increase costs for the state, other than 
potential upfront administrative costs, 
Loudenbeck said.

Studies have shown that increasing 
telehealth services does not increase the 
number of Medicaid claims because peo-
ple are receiving the same services as 
always, just in a different way, Louden-
beck and Kolste agreed.

Lack of reimbursement and the addi-
tional certification required to provide 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Angela Cardinal and her mother, Bar-

bara Cardinal, have lived in Janesville’s 

Fourth Ward long enough to see a tran-

sition in the city’s oldest neighborhood.

Actually, the change is evident in the 

yard of the home they bought six years 

ago, a two-story, circa-1870s Italianate 

on a tidy lot at Jackson and Van Buren 

streets.

Earlier this decade, before the Cardi-

nals lived there, the historic home was 

a fire-damaged, three-unit apartment 

that some neighbors say drew nuisance 

complaints.

And flies.

“That home used to have dirty diapers 

piled in the yard, just thrown out win-

dows into the grass. There were diapers 

piled up like snow drifts. It’s not like that 

anymore,” said Burdette Erickson, a long-

time Fourth Ward resident and neighbor-

hood activist.

Neighbors and Janesville police say 

the Fourth Ward’s roughly 3,000 resi-

dents have a neighborhood that’s notice-

ably safer and cleaner than it was earlier 

this decade.

Police Chief David Moore said his 

department has spent the last five years 

retooling and ramping up enforcement 

in what’s been a decade-long fight against 
crime, gang and illegal drug activity, 
chronic nuisance properties, and dere-
lict landlords.

Moore believes the Fourth Ward has 
had the “quietest” summer he’s seen 
in years, a marked difference from the 
summer of 2014, when some neighbors 
reported being chased inside their homes 
by brazen criminal activity.

That included drug dealers neighbors 
said would congregate in parts of the 
Fourth Ward and block traffic, intimidate 
residents who confronted them and in at 
least one case physically attack neighbors.

“We knew that in the years coming 

By Josh Boak and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump is warning of 

an economic crash if he loses re-election, 

arguing that even voters who personally 

dislike him should base their ballots on 

the nation’s strong growth and low unem-

ployment rate.

But privately, Trump is growing 

increasingly worried the economy won’t 

look so good come Election Day.

The financial markets signaled the 

possibility of a U.S. recession this week, 

sending a jolt of anxiety to investors, com-

panies and consumers. That’s on top of 

concerns over Trump’s plans to impose 

punishing tariffs on goods from China 
and word from the United Kingdom and 
Germany that their economies are shrink-
ing.

Though a pre-election recession here 
is far from certain, a downturn would be 
a devastating blow to the president, who 
has made a strong economy his central 
argument for a second term. Trump advis-
ers fear a weakened economy would hurt 
him with moderate Republican and inde-
pendent voters who have been willing to 
give him a pass on some of his incendiary 
policies and rhetoric. White House eco-
nomic advisers see few options for revers-
ing course should the economy start to 
slip.

Trump has taken to blaming others 
for the recession fears, mostly the Fed-
eral Reserve, which he is pushing for fur-
ther interest rate cuts. Yet much of the 
markets’ uncertainty stems from his own 
escalation of a trade war with China, as 
well as weakened economies in key coun-
tries around the world.

Some of Trump’s closest advisers have 

urged him to lower the temperature of 

the trade dispute, fearing that further tar-

iffs would only hurt American consumers 
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Economic signs worry Trump ahead of 2020
President warns of crash  
if he loses re-election, but 
recession might come first

Associated Press
President Donald Trump reacts at the end 
of a speech at a campaign rally Thursday in 
Manchester, N.H.

Fourth Ward residents, police, say neighborhood safest, cleanest it has been in years

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Hayley Cardoza, 9, smiles as she plays basketball Thursday at Fourth Ward Park in Janesville. Neighbors and police say the neighborhood 
is safer and cleaner than earlier this decade.

Turning a corner?
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