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Fury rally for victory
Anika Einbeck scored a goal 

to help the Rock County co-op 

team to a 3-1 win over visiting  

Fond du Lac at the Janesville  

Ice Arena on Saturday.  
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Deal for historic site 

in Delavan fails
The Israel Stowell Temperance 

House in Delavan is still 

searching for a buyer 

after a possible deal 

fell through. Page 2A

Bucks top Spurs
Milwaukee scored its 

fifth straight win with a 

127-118 victory over the 

visiting San Antonio 

Spurs on Saturday night. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 44 | Low 24  

Partly sunny; 
becoming windier

More on 9A
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By Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump is not the first 

American leader to have Iranian Gen. Qas-

sem Soleimani in his sights, but he was the 

first to pull the trigger.

It’s a pattern that has emerged throughout 

Trump’s presidency. On a range of national 

security matters, he has cast aside the same 

warnings that gave his predecessors in both 

parties pause.

At times, he has simply been willing to 

embrace more risk. In other moments, he 

has questioned the validity of the warnings 

altogether, even from experts within his own 

administration. And he has publicly taken 

pride in doing so.

When Trump moved the U.S. Embassy in 

Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, a pledge 

others had made but ulti-

mately backed away from, 

it was against the advice 

of aides who argued it 

would inflame tensions 

in the Middle East. When 

he became the first Amer-

ican leader to step foot 

in North Korea, he disre-

garded those who said he 

was giving Pyongyang a 

symbolic victory without 

getting anything in return.

Trump’s supporters 

have embraced his will-

ingness to act where others would not, say-

ing he has brought a businessman’s fresh eye 

to intractable problems. But his high-risk 

approach has sparked fear in Democrats, as 

well as some Republicans, who worry that 

the president is overly focused on short-term 

wins and blind to the long-term impact of 

his actions.

“Trump thinks foreign policy is a reality 

show, and if there aren’t devastating conse-

quences the next day, then they won’t come,” 

said Ben Rhodes, who served as President 

Barack Obama’s deputy national security 

adviser. “They are coming—in some cases, 

they already have, in others, the situation is 

getting progressively worse.”

Trump’s willingness to buck conventional 

thinking has been a defining feature of his 

political life. As he enters the final year of 

his first term, aides and allies describe him 

as increasingly emboldened to act on his 

instincts. He has banished the coterie of 

advisers who viewed themselves as “guard-

rails” against his impulse. Others, such as for-

mer Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, have left 

because they disagreed with Trump’s deci-

sion-making.

Trump’s approach to national security has 

been shaped in part by the response to one 

of his first major actions: airstrikes against 
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JANESVILLE

Ericka Sloniker watched 

as a puddle spread downhill 

from the apartment door next 

to her West Milwaukee Street 

storefront.

Someone from an apart-

ment upstairs was urinating 

through a partially open stair-

well door, right onto the side-

walk—just a few feet from the 

customer entry at Sloniker’s 

shop, Dirty Bear Soap, at 309 

W. Milwaukee St.

It was in broad daylight.

On a weekday.

During business hours.

In August, Sloniker had 

put her 9-year-old specialty 

soap and bath product busi-

ness on the line, moving Dirty 

Bear Soap from Beloit to store-

front space she had leased in 

downtown Janesville.

Before making the move, 

she had checked out down-

town Janesville and liked 

what she saw.

“We took a lot of time look-

ing into downtown improve-

ment, the new water feature, 

the walking bridge. All we 

could think is positive, good 

things that are happening for 

this area and what that could 

mean for us,” Sloniker said. 

“It seemed like a no-brainer 

for us. So much promise. But 

that’s just not how it worked 

out.”

At a time when the city and 

private investors are pouring 

millions of dollars into revi-

talizing downtown Janesville, 

Sloniker said criminal and 

unseemly behavior drove her 

business out.

Dirty Bear had been open 

on West Milwaukee Street 

just a few weeks when Slon-

iker began to learn renters 

in the apartments above her 

storefront were running what 

she called a 24-hour free-for-

all of drug dealing, drug use 

and partying—with the occa-

sional back-alley drug over-

dose, robbery and machete 

attack sprinkled in, accord-

ing to police records.

Last week, Sloniker pulled 

the plug on Dirty Bear Soap, 

closing the shop and a busi-

ness that in its brief time on 

West Milwaukee Street had 

been voted a finalist for the 

city’s Coolest Thing Made in 

Janesville contest.

Sloniker walked away from 

a yearlong lease at a building 

she said had so much illegal, 

seamy activity going on in 

plain view that in just a few 

months she had lost nearly all 

her walk-in customers.

“People have thrown up 

in front of our store. They 

urinate in front of the store. 

They’ve stood in front of the 

store and waited to do drug 

deals right out in the street. 

They’ve blocked my front 

door so my customers can’t 

even get in and then stood 

there and hit up my custom-

ers, asking them for money or 

if they want to come upstairs 

and party,” Sloniker said.

“All of that’s why we can’t 

maintain a proper business 

here.”

Mounting problems
Records on a public 

crime-tracking map Janes-

ville police use show 309 W. 

Milwaukee St. has drawn 

more crime complaints in 

the last few months than 

any other property in the 

JANESVILLE
Becky Milhouse watched 

proudly as her 6-year-old 
son, Carter, danced joyfully 
without his walker in the 

safety of a 
dance studio.

“It’s a new 
experience 
for him,” Mil-
house said. 
“It’s some-
thing he 
enjoys with-
out any pres-
sure.”

Carter, 
who was 
born with a 
birth defect, 

was shorter than the other 
young dancers on a Saturday 
morning at Janesville’s Life 
Dance Academy.

But what he lacked in 
height, he made up for in 
excitement.

The child takes part in the 
No Limits Dance Program 
based on the simple idea 
that dancing is for everyone.

At the heart of the oppor-

tunity is Director Declan 

Boran-Ragotzy, who often 

can be seen snapping his fin-

gers and moving to the beat 

of a dance tune with his stu-

dents.

The enthusiastic teacher 

welcomes people with all 

kinds of learning differences 

and physical challenges.

They include those with 

autism, Down syndrome and 

sensory-processing disorder.

The building was 

designed for wheelchair 

accessibility.

“So there are truly no 

limits to who participates,” 

Boran-Ragotzy said. “We 

work with anyone and every-

one and will accommodate 

all needs.”

He has about 20 students 

in five classes, plus a com-

petition team. His youngest 

student is 4, and his oldest 

was 63.

Each student unique
In 2017, Boran-Ragotzy 

and studio owner/instruc-

tor Tanya Adkins talked 

about what a dance program 

for people with disabilities 

would look like.

‘It all fell apart’

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Ericka Sloniker and Matt Sloniker stand in their shop, Dirty Bear Soap, on West Milwaukee Street. 
The shop has closed despite a successful start in Beloit. The Slonikers say crime rooted in the apart-
ments above their shop chased their business out of downtown Janesville.

No Limits: Dance program welcomes students of all abilities

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
From left, Grace Bussan, Haley Waltz, instructor Declan Boran-Rag-
otzy and Madelyn Vogt rehearse a dance routine during a No Lim-
its Dance Program class at Life Dance Academy in Janesville. 
Boran-Ragotzy, a special education teacher in Milton, is certified 
to teach dance to those with disabilities.

MORE INFORMATION
Contact No Limits Pro-

gram Director Declan 
Boran-Ragotzy at 608-352-
0241 or email nolimitslda@
gmail.com.

Website: nolimitslda.
com.

On foreign policy, Trump 
flouts warnings that gave other 

presidents reason to pause
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 Business owner says crime drove her from downtown Janesville
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Risky 
business

RELATED
• Sides trade comments: The U.S. and Iran traded 

threats Saturday./Page 9B
• Protests held in US: Dozens of cities hosted demon-

strations opposing U.S. actions in Iraq./Page 9B

As Trump enters 

the final year of 

his first term, 

aides and allies 

describe him as 

increasingly  

emboldened 

to act on his 

instincts.
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