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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 56  

Partly sunny  
and pleasant
More on 9A

Scam alert
Sheriff’s deputies start  

scam prevention effort by 

educating store clerks on  

gift-card fraud and giving them 

informational cards to hand 

out to customers. Page 3A
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In ‘Living’
Though largely unregulated, health 

care apps have become a boon for 

the technology industry. Page 3Ckicks
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By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

ANESVILLE—It’s the per-

fect time for Shakespeare.

Not only is it mid-

JPAC’s first foray into out-

door theater—will provide 

cheer and levity for audiences 

returning from COVID-19 lock-

down.

“I think Nathan (Burkart, 

JPAC executive director) and 

none across the board.”

One exception is Janesville 

actor/playwright Jim Lyke, 

who plays Oberon, the fairy 

king. In two previous produc-

tions of “Midsummer,” Lyke 

portrayed Theseus and Bot-

tom.

“I’m drawn to this stuff like 

Lorenzo Little photo

From left, ‘fairies’ Sage Green, Lyndsey Turner and Elisabeth Balisteri rehearse a scene from the Janesville Performing Arts Center’s upcom-

ing production of William Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream.’

If You Go
What: Outdoor production of William Shakespeare’s “A Midsum-

mer Night’s Dream,” presented by the Janesville Performing Arts 

Center.
When: 6 p.m. Thursday-Friday, July 22-23, and 4 p.m. Satur-

day-Sunday, July 24-25.

Where: Rock County Historical Society campus, 440 N. Jackson 

JPAC, RCHS team 

to present outdoor 

performances 

of Shakespeare’s 

‘A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream’

J

Midsummer act
JPAC to present four 

outdoor performances of 

a Shakespeare play later 

this month on the Rock 

County Historical Society 

campus. kicks, inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even as demand for new bicycles 

continues to peak, local bike sell-

ers say fewer consumers are rolling 

out of the COVID-19 pandemic on 

brand-new road or mountain bikes.

Rather, many are finding that if 

they want to rekindle their bicycling 

passion, they must do so atop old 

bikes they pull out of garage lofts, 

dust off and get tuned up at local 

bike shops.

Bike sellers say some bicycling 

novices assume they can walk into 

a local bike shop and ride out min-

utes later on a brand-new Trek or 

Specialized bicycle. But they are 

learning otherwise.

Bottlenecks in the global supply 

chain for bicycles and components 

have left customers on monthslong 

waiting lists for new bikes to ship 

from where they’re made, often in 

China and Vietnam.

Michael Genrich, an owner of 

Michael’s Cycles in Janesville, said 

that in typical years, he starts the 

bicycling season with as many as 

600 new bikes in stock. The show-

room at Michael’s Cycles usually 

houses about 150 or 200 bikes.

This week, Genrich’s shop had 

about 30 bikes for sale in his shop 

on North Pontiac Drive. He said that 

is the smallest standing inventory he 

has seen in more than two decades.

“It’s the fewest bikes we’ve seen 

since we first moved into the store,” 

Genrich said.

Genrich said rabid demand for 

bicycling emerged in mid-2020 

during the do-nothing, go-nowhere 

months of the pandemic. During 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bob Schlegel runs new gear cables while servicing a bicycle in the service department area of Michael’s Cycles in Janes-
ville on Tuesday. Retail stores are struggling to meet the high demand for bicycles because of COVID-19-related supply 
chain challenges.
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JANESVILLE

Particularly after an incred-

ibly challenging year due to 

the pandemic, Genia Stevens, 

founder of Rock County Jump-

start, said innovative solutions 

are needed to help small-busi-

ness owners bounce back and 

grow in the near future.

In line with that goal, 

Stevens said she is excited to 

work with Uptown Janesville  

to showcase Black entrepre-

neurs from the area.

“There are going to be some 

amazing things happening 

with Black business owners in 

Uptown Janesville, and I think 

it’s going to encourage people 

to start thinking outside of the 

box about what they can actu-

ally do in a mall setting,” Ste-

vens said.

Starting this Saturday, 

Uptown Janesville will host a 

Black Business Expo that will 

occur every other Saturday 

through Dec. 11.

Stevens estimated that 

about 50 Black small-business 

owners from around Rock 

County and beyond will be 

involved in the events through-

out the fall.

While it can be a scary step 

for small-business owners to 

buy a storefront, one of the 

core tenets of Rock County 

Jumpstart is educating Black 

entrepreneurs about conduct-

ing market research, creating 

a business plan, managing tax 

records, identifying a clientele 

and seeing their ideas through 

to fruition.

“It’s really a sort of test- 

before-you-buy concept, to 

allow them to put their feelers 

Brad Allen/Adams Publishing Group
Rock County Jumpstart founder Genia Stevens, left, 
and Snacks and Stuff Truck owner Tennisha Loggins 
stand behind the counter of what will soon become 
the main storefront for Loggins’ business.

Uptown Janesville to highlight Black small-business owners
Mall will host  

Black Business Expo  
every other Saturday

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Fires in two remarkable 

Interstate crashes in Janes-
ville on Monday and Tues-
day were so hot that pieces 
of the concrete pavement 
cracked and crumbled.

Both crashes kept parts 
of Interstate 90/39 closed 
for many hours while the 
remains of semitrailer 
trucks and cars were 
removed and the damaged 
pavement was patched, 
officials said.

Tuesday’s incident kept 
the northbound Interstate 
closed nearly 12 hours, 
starting at 1:40 p.m.

Sgt. Craig Morehouse 
of the State Patrol said 
Wednesday that both 
crashes remain under 
investigation. He had no 
word on what caused them.

In both incidents, a 
semitrailer truck crashed 
and burned.

Jim Parry, a longtime 
concrete engineer for the 
state Department of Trans-
portation, said burning fuel 
and tires of a semitrailer 
truck can make the surface 
of the concrete expand so 
fast that the layers of con-
crete farther down can’t 
keep up, and pieces of the 
road surface rupture.

The intense heat can 
also break the chemical 
bonds that hold the con-
crete together. After such 
incidents, core samples 
will be drilled into the con-
crete to analyze the extent 

of the damage, Parry said.

The concrete on the 

Interstate at Janesville is 

12 to 13 inches thick, Parry 

said, and photos of the 

damage he saw showed 

the top few inches were 

affected.

Parry said the likely 

repairs involve temporary 

patches while more analy-

sis is done and until a per-

manent patch of concrete 

or asphalt can be installed.

“It’s pretty new pave-

ment, unfortunately,” Parry 

said, noting that the Inter-

state between the state 

line and Madison has been 

rebuilt and widened in 

recent years.

“If they do a good job on 

repair, it should be mini-

mally noticeable” to motor-

ists, he added.

Photo provided by the Wisconsin 
Department of Transportation

A worker removes dam-
aged pavement after vehi-
cles crashed and burned on 
Interstate 90/39 Tuesday in 
Janesville.

Concrete suffers  
in Interstate 
crashes, fires

Time needed to patch damage delayed  
reopenings after two incidents this week

Bikes still in demand
Local bicycle shops wrestling with shortages of new inventory

Bottlenecks in the global supply chain 

for bicycles and components have left 

customers on monthslong waiting 

lists for new bikes to ship from where 

they’re made, often in China and 

Vietnam.

While it can be a scary 

step for small-business 

owners to buy a  

storefront, one of the core 

tenets of Rock County 

Jumpstart is educating 

Black entrepreneurs 

about conducting market 

research, creating a 

business plan, managing 

tax records, identifying a 

clientele and seeing their 

ideas through to fruition.
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