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The GazetteOPINION

“Trick or treat! Trick or treat! Give 
us something lethal to eat!”

That’s not the actual rhyme, but 
from all the warnings about Hallow-
een, you just might think it was. Even 
the American Academy of Pediatrics is 
still insisting that “a responsible adult 
should closely examine all treats.”

But why? 
Joel Best, a sociologist at the Uni-

versity of Delaware, first put a stake 
through the poison-candy rumor all 
the way back in 1985, when he did a 
study of newspapers dating back to 
1958, looking for “child poisoned by 
Halloween candy” news stories.

He found none—because there was 
none. One time, a boy in Texas did 
die because of poisoned Pixy Stix, but 
cops quickly discovered that his own 
dad, $100,000 in debt, had just taken 
out a life insurance policy on him. 
Dad was dispatched to that haunted 

house in the sky (or 
down below). Yet we 
still use this fear of 
neighbors as psycho-
paths as an excuse 
to curtail our kids’ 
Halloween fun.

We trot out plenty 
of other threadbare 
fears, too. Last week, 
Patch reminded 
its readers of a girl 
murdered in Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin, by a 

man later referred to as the Hallow-
een Killer. That crime was in 1973—44 
years ago. Yet that single sad story is 
the excuse Patch gives for publishing 
maps of the homes of men, women 
and children on the sex offender 
registry.

That may sound like a public 
service. But it’s actually like telling 
people never to go to Manhattan be-
cause once there was a terrorist attack 
there. When Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty professor Elizabeth Letourneau did 
a study of sex crimes on Halloween, 
she was shocked to find that not only 
is there no bump in the numbers on 
Halloween but also the day is actual-
ly remarkably low in crimes against 
kids. In fact, she said, “we thought 
about calling it ‘Halloween: The Safest 
Day of the Year.’”

And then there are the fears 
spread simply by the way Halloween 
is morphing from child holiday into 
supervision on steroids. Kids troop-
ing door to door seems less and less 
normal as communities, churches and 
schools sponsor chaperoned parties 
and “trunk-or-treating” events. 

That’s when parents park their cars 
in a circle and open up the trunks, 
which are decorated and filled with 
candy. Nothing wrong with that new 
tradition, except that it is edging 
out the far older one of kids walking 
around their neighborhood.

Trunk-or-treating is a perfect exam-
ple of modern-day childhood. We have 
taken away all the independence of 
the most liberating holiday of the year 
and replaced it with something that 
grown-ups may feel is just as good—
plenty of candy—even though so 
many thrilling elements are gone: The 
bravery kids get when they knock at 
the cobwebbed house, the confidence 
they get from being trusted to go out 
at night, the triumph they feel return-
ing home with the fruits of their labor, 
and the memories they make the way 
most of us did, goofing around with-
out a parent always watching.

That’s a lot to trade for a trunk of 
easily accessed candy.

Holidays always evolve, of course. 
Sleighs evolve into SUVs; taffy apples 
evolve into fun-size Snickers. (Aren’t 
all Snickers fun?) But trick-or-treat-
ing did not just evolve into a riot of 
overprotection. 

That is a decision adults have 
made, fueled by the forces insisting 
that our very safe kids are not safe 
enough to have the kind of fun and 
freedom we did.

Lenore Skenazy is author of “Free-
Range Kids” and “Has the World Gone 
Skenazy?” Reach her at lskenazy@
yahoo.com.
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The holiday that 
scares adults

Two guys walk into a bar, grab a cou-
ple beers and decide to take their drinks 
outside to join others participating in the 
downtown Janesville kickoff to the MDA 
Tub Run.

But wait. Then the two learn they can’t 
take their beers outdoors, even though the 
Tub Run kickoff is happening in the closed 
street right outside the bar’s front door.

Is this a joke?
Barry Badertscher, chairman of the 

Janesville Alcohol License Advisory Com-
mittee and one of the Tub Run’s organizers, 
learned about this arbitrary rule last year 
when he was trying to set up the event.

Common sense dictates a bar should 
be able to sell beer and wine for an out-
door event, and customers should be able 
to carry their drinks from the bar to the 
event. But when it comes to alcohol rules, 
common sense often doesn’t apply.

That’s why a new ordinance is needed 
to make downtown more business friend-
ly, allowing bar customers to join a spe-
cial event with their drinks in hand. The 
ordinance would benefit event-goers and 
businesses alike while eliminating head-
aches created from confusion surrounding 
current restrictions, which Badertscher 
said aren’t being always followed, anyway.

We don’t mean, of course, that people 
should be allowed to drink booze along city 
streets anytime. The proposed ordinance 
would apply only to special events along 
a closed street and would not be an invi-
tation to tolerate public drunkenness or 
drunken driving. 

Police would still be expected to enforce 

alcohol-related laws regardless of where 

people are drinking.

City officials and event organizers 

should make it a priority to promote mod-

eration and the use of designated drivers. 

It would take only one 

tragedy or drunken 

brawl for city officials to 

regret loosening alcohol 

sales rules and revert to 

a stricter standard.

Badertscher’s ex-

perience last year 

demonstrates why the 

ordinance change is 

necessary. Organizers 

at the last minute had 

to obtain a temporary 

alcohol license to sell 

beer and wine outdoors 

during the Tub Run, even though nearby 

bars could have easily supplied the event, 

which closed off Main Street between Mil-

waukee and Wall streets.

“It was horrible,” Badertscher recalled. 

“We weren’t as successful because of it, for 

sure.”

He noted four bars missed out on 

revenue from the Tub Run because of the 

restrictions.

As the downtown ARISE initiative 

gains momentum, changing this rule will 

become more important. With the recent 

opening of a new town square and creation 

of a business improvement district, event 

organizers are likely to reconsider what-

ever misgivings they previously had about 

downtown Janesville. It’s not hard to imag-

ine a business with a liquor license open-

ing on the section of River Street that will 

be converted next summer into a festival 

street with retractable barriers at each end.

More events and activities downtown 

is surely a good thing, but organizers and 

event-goers must feel welcome. Arbitrary 

rules can sour feelings toward a venue, and 

city officials cannot afford giving organiz-

ers an excuse to go elsewhere with their 

dollars.

Let bars sell  
beer, wine for  

outdoor events

The proposed 

ordinance would 

apply only to 

special events along 

a closed street and 

would not be an in-

vitation to tolerate 

public drunkenness 

or drunken driving.

Trump tweet storms  
to haunt Trump voters

Every day, President Trump continues 
to throw Twitter matches into the gaso-
line-soaked Korean peninsula without any 
thought of the monstrous consequences. 
Since he skipped out on serving in the 
Vietnam War, he knows nothing about the 
horrors of war. He doesn’t comprehend that 
playing chicken with a delusional dictator is 
sure to end badly, very badly, for them and 
us.

Almost 50 years ago, I was stationed in 
Korea in an atomic demolitions munitions 
unit. Our job was to hand-deliver tactical 
atomic bombs to enemy positions—but only 
as a last resort if American forces were going 
to be overrun.

Today, a Korean war will escalate to nukes 
almost immediately. The North Koreans have 
so much artillery positioned along the DMZ 
that no conventional response, even massive 
American air power, will halt their deadly 
barrage. Hundreds of thousands of Koreans 
and Americans will die within the first days. 
The only American option will be to carpet 
bomb North Korean positions with tactical 
atomic bombs.

But, it is unlikely that the North Koreans 
will just give up. They will battle door-to-
door like ISIS in Mosul. A long blood bath 
will ensue. That’s where we need the chil-
dren of Trump voters. They must be at the 
head of the lines at the military recruitment 
stations. Trump voters must pay their blood 
obligation to their presidential choice and 
sacrifice their children on the Trump altar. 
Hail, our great leader!

MICHAEL ROACH
Janesville

Ryan, don’t explode  
the deficit with tax cut

Speaker Paul Ryan, please don’t. I know 
you have been looking forward to this op-
portunity for much of your life. It must have 
been exciting, working with Sen. Jack Kemp 
on the Reagan tax cuts. You have talked 
about it ever since, getting to enact another 
tax cut like that.

And now you can, but that doesn’t mean 
you should.

That tax cut jumped the deficit to an 
unheard-of $218 billion, from less than $50 
billion two years earlier. Ronald Reagan 
became the first peace-time president to 
have a budget deficit that exceeded existing 
debt service. Bill Clinton and Newt Gingrich 
actually talked to each other and pulled off 
an even more unheard of thing, a surplus, 
and eight years of steady economic growth.

Then George W. Bush came in. Another 
big tax cut, another new record deficit—half 
a trillion dollars, growing to a full trillion 
in his last year. Under Barack Obama, we 
had another eight years of slow but steady 
growth. A balanced budget was out of reach, 
but the deficit gradually shrank. A third tax 
cut will do what the first two did.

You have a reputation of being a budget 
hawk. This tax bill is a buzzard. You and your 
party have the power to pass it. I beg you, 
please don’t.

DAVID RIECK
Janesville

Tax reform needed to help 
local manufacturer

Our Janesville business began in a garage 
in 1955. As a manufacturer of cleaning prod-
ucts for commercial and industrial facilities, 
creating new products to solve today’s prob-

lems is our top priority. In the private sector, 
adapting to the times is key to survival, and 
the time has come for the public sector to 
learn to do the same. Modernizing the tax 
system by reforming the code and reducing 
the overall tax burden on small businesses is 
long overdue.

The antiquated and complex tax code 
forces us to spend time focusing on tax 
compliance and awareness. Our existing 
system is so out of touch that if a company is 
not careful, it can spend money on some-
thing that does not reduce its taxable income 
and ultimately wind up not having enough 
money to pay taxes. That’s enough to deter 
any small business owner from investing in 
his business.

Paying taxes is our third-largest expense 
and does not directly contribute to employee 
and company success. Our largest expenses, 
labor and materials, grow the business, ben-
efit our employees, help our customers and 
contribute to the economy.

The time has come to allow employers to 
save time and money by simplifying the tax 
code and reducing the amount of revenue 
that must be sent to Washington, D.C. We re-
main hopeful that Congress will finally catch 
up to the times and provide job creators the 
tax reform that we so desperately need.

RANDY STEVENSON
DeVere Company owner of Janesville

NFL players deserve kudos  
for standing up to Trump

First, I would like to congratulate the 
NFL players for not allowing Donald Trump 
or the NFL to bully them into giving up 
their right to protest. However, now the TV 
networks are not allowing the public to view 
the national anthem and the players. I don’t 
know if it’s to pacify Trump, or if the idea is 
“out of sight, out of mind.” I guess as a view-
er, I’m supposed to forget the issue. Don’t 
think that’s going to happen.

Our flag represents many things our 
country stands for. These players aren’t 
disrespecting the flag or the soldiers who 
died to give us the freedoms we enjoy. They 
are protesting Trump and the damage he is 
doing to our country. He is disrespecting the 
flag and everything it stands for. Everything 
he does is made up out of his sick mind, and 
everything out of his mouth is a lie. This has 
been proven over and over again.

Our country has become an embarrass-
ment, and he is making fools of the Ameri-
can people.

How dare Trump stand with his hand on 
his heart honoring our flag and pretending 
to be patriotic. He is a traitor!

I hope the players keep kneeling and stick 
up for what they believe. And don’t let the 
“dictator” and his puppets dictate to them or 
anyone else.

Wake up, people. This is America, not 
Russia. It’s really sad when we have to fight 
our president to keep the freedoms that our 
flag and country stand for.

ARLENE PALMER
Elkhorn

ELECTION LETTERS DEADLINE

The deadline for letters to the editor re-
lated to the Nov. 7 Milton special election is 5 
p.m. Wednesday. All letters must be received 
in The Gazette’s office by that time to assure 
publication. 

The Gazette reserves the right to withhold 
letters that repeat points made by other 
letters or that appear to be part of an orches-
trated letter-writing campaign.


