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By Kim Palmer

Minneapolis Star-Tribune

With the pandemic still looming large, 

we’re facing a long slog at home during 

the winter months ahead.

If that prospect fills you with gloom, 

consider it an opportunity to make some 

changes to your home so it feels more 

inviting, enjoyable and functional.

End-of-year trend reports and predic-

tions for 2021 are full of ideas that home-

owners can tap into to spruce up their 

spaces. Here are a few, culled from vari-

ous sources:

Add some brown

White and gray have been the ubiquitous go-to 

color palette for interiors in recent years. But warmer 

neutrals, including brown and beige, are starting to 

make a comeback, according to the 2021 Home Design 

Predictions recently released by Houzz. Warm taupes, 

beiges, sand and other earth tones are surging in 

popularity, according to designers and builders who 

Houzz queried. It’s time for the pendulum to swing. And 

brown as an accent color can help bring some warmth 

into white and gray spaces, which can read as chilly, 

especially during an upper Midwestern winter.

Add some blue

We’re all seeking tran-

quility these days, and blue 

is the perfect hue to create  

a serene and soothing 

home, according to Better 

Homes & Gardens. The mag-

azine’s trend forecast for 

2021 includes “Ocean Hues,” 

with shades ranging from 

deep inky blues to soft aqua.

Gain some privacy

The open-concept 

Upsize your tile

Large rectangular 

tiles are trending for 

bathrooms, according 

10 
home trends 

to enhance 

your space  

for the  

winter ahead

It’s Your Home
Find out some of the 

ways you could  

transform your space 

for the cold and dreary 

months ahead.  

Your Home, inside

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 170 +85 11,172
Deaths ........0 -1 103
 Total Change
Hosp. .....40 (Dec. 17) -4 (from Dec. 10)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 42%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

When a few developers planned to 

build a set of new homes on specula-

tion this summer—spacious custom 

homes with 3,000-square-foot floor 

plans and $400,000-plus price tags—

some local builders might have had 

questions.

Would buyers come in the midst of 

a pandemic that had shut down big 

swaths of commerce and frozen seg-

ments of the local and national econ-

omy for weeks?

That question was answered 

quickly.

State data shows that the number of 

permits for new single-family housing 

starts jumped by more than 50% this 

year in Rock County. In some spots—

including Janesville and the Lake  

Koshkonong area—homebuilding 

activity more than doubled compared 

to the last few years.

4BZ Carpenters owner Kevin Bla-

ser was working this week to finish 

siding a 2,700-square-foot custom 

house on Castlemoor Drive on the 

city’s northeast side. He said the new 

home—initially planned as a specula-

tion house—sold in October within a 

week of being listed. Its foundation 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Eric Blaser of 4BZ Carpenters installs a soffit while working on the siding of a 2,700-square-foot custom house on Janes-
ville’s northeast side Thursday. State data shows that the number of permits for new single-family housing starts jumped 
by more than 50% this year in Rock County. Homebuilding activity more than doubled in some areas.

ROCK COUNTY

2020
new home permits

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Safety and 
Professional Services
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Homegrown
In Janesville, new housing starts soar in late 2020

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County Public 

Health Officer Marie-Noel 

Sandoval will retire early 

next year amid the ongo-

ing coronavirus pandemic.

County Administrator 

Josh Smith was notified of 

Sandoval’s plan Nov. 11. Her 

last day will be Jan. 4, but 

she will remain on the coun-

ty’s payroll until her vaca-

tion hours are exhausted 

Feb. 15, according to San-

doval’s letter to Smith.

Sandoval is the county’s 

top health 

official who 

has author-

ity to issue 

h e a l t h 

orders, an 

a u t h o r -

ity that has 

been ques-

tioned by 

politicians 

and the public this year 

across the country.

Sandoval said she had 

planned to retire “at a cer-

tain age” since the begin-

ning of her career. She said 

she had intended to retire 

in spring 2020 but stayed 

on to help lead her team 

through the pandemic.

There is a lot yet 

unknown about how the 

pandemic will play out, 

Sandoval said, but she is 

confident she is leaving her 

team well equipped to carry 

out a successful response.

This year has been chal-

lenging, Sandoval said, and 

she is disappointed in how 

public health has become 

politicized and polarized. 

But there is light at the end 

of the tunnel.

The health department 

is supported by its board of 

health and county adminis-

tration, which also makes 

Sandoval confident in her 

departure, she said.

The coronavirus pan-

demic has exhausted public 

Sandoval

Rock 
County 
health 
officer 

to retire
Sandoval says she 
stayed on to help 
with pandemic
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

UW-Whitewater academic pro-

grams could be cut under a bud-

get review now 

underway, slash-

ing course offer-

ings and harming 

the local economy, 

the UW-Whitewa-

ter Faculty Senate 

said in a statement 

this week.

C h a n c e l l o r  

Dwight Watson 

said Thursday that the senate’s 

estimate of up to 40% of academic 

programs being identified for cuts 

is “woefully inaccurate.”

Tracy Hawkins, chairwoman of 

the faculty senate, told The Gazette 

that faculty members fear a repeat 

of what happened at UW-Stevens 

Point in 2018, when the chancellor 

proposed cutting up to 13 degree 

programs, a plan that was later 

dropped, or in 2017 at UW-Supe-

rior, when 25 programs were sus-

pended.

The dispute at UW-W is over 

who has the authority to cut aca-

demic programs. Hawkins said the 

tradition is that the faculty decides 

what courses are offered because 

they are the experts in their dis-

ciplines.

Watson says he wants the fac-

ulty’s help in identifying budget 

savings.

“I want the faculty to do their 

own deep dive in looking at the 

programs and giving us recom-
mendations around what they feel 
that they should do,” Watson said.

But the senate wants to make 
the final decisions, Watson said, 
adding: “Well, that’s not really 
their purview. …

“We give the faculty a lot of 
autonomy, but when it comes to 
the budgetary decisions, I need to 
make the final decision, and the 
statute says that you work in con-
sultation with the faculty, but our 
faculty believes that ‘in consulta-
tion’ means that they have com-
plete ownership,” Watson said.

Watson issued a statement 
Thursday, saying he values the  

UW-W faculty, chancellor at odds over budget cuts

Watson

The dispute at UW-Whitewater is over who has the authority to cut  

academic programs. Tracy Hawkins, chairwoman of the faculty senate,   

said the tradition is that the faculty decides what courses are offered 

because they are the experts in their disciplines.

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON
With the annexation of 

115 acres from the town 
of Milton and approval of 
a tax increment finance 
agreement, Clasen Quality 
Chocolate moved closer to 
building a 390,000-square-
foot facility in Milton.

The Milton City Coun-
cil took several actions 
Thursday, including pass-
ing an ordinance to annex 
the land.

Clasen intends to buy 
the land from private own-
ers to create a 169-acre site 
in Crossroads Business 
Park on the city’s east side.

The company special-
izes in chocolate and con-
fectionery coatings and has 
facilities in Middleton and 
Watertown and corporate 
offices in Madison. In its 
first phase of development 
in Milton, Clasen plans to 
build a manufacturing and 
distribution facility just 
north of Putman Parkway 
by the end of 2022.

City Administrator Al 
Hulick said the number 
of new jobs could increase 
from at least 50 to “hun-
dreds” in subsequent devel-
opment phases, which are 
under consideration but do 
not yet have dates.

Chocolate 
factory 

gets more 
treats

Milton council  
OKs annexation, 
TIF agreement
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