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Crossing paths
House Speaker Paul Ryan and 

1st District candidate Bryan 

Steil met Saturday as their 

paths crossed in the final  

days of the 2018 midterm 

campaign. Page 3A

Did you  

remember?
With the end  

of daylight saving  

time, did 

you set your 

clocks back?

Warhawks seal 

WIAC championship
Ryan Wisniewski  

and his UW-Whitewater  

teammates rolled to a 

59-7 win Saturday over 

UW-Stevens Point. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 53 | Low 41  

Windy with 
periods of rain
More on 11A

WHITEWATER

Brent Bilodeau recalls a time in 

the 1980s when he felt isolated, alone 

and scared as a gay college student.

He never wants any student to 

experience what he did.

“It takes a horrible, horrible toll,” 

Bilodeau said.

Today, the 56-year-old is a driving 

force on the UW-Whitewater campus 

to make all students feel welcome, 

safe and included.

On Thursday, Nov. 8, he will re-

ceive the Dr. P.B. Poorman Award for 

work to improve the lives of LGBTQ 

students.

LGBTQ stands for lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and queer or 

questioning.

Bilodeau is interim vice chancel-

lor for student affairs and an enthu-

siastic member of the Chancellor’s 

Committee for LGBT Issues.

His passion lies in being part of a 

campus rich in diversity.

“It is education’s responsibility 

to unlock unlimited possibilities for 

students, all students,” he said.

Those who know Bilodeau say his 

infectious energy inspires colleagues.

“Dr. Bilodeau brings such an ir-

refutable amount of joy to this work 

of LGBTQ inclusion and access,” 

said Stephanie Selvick, the LGBTQ 

campus coordinator who nominated 

Bilodeau for the award.

UW-Whitewater official honored for work with LGBTQ students

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

W
ith highly competitive and 
publicized races appearing 
up and down the ballot Tues-
day, state and local officials 

are anticipating what could be a surge of 
voters.

Rock County Clerk Lisa 
Tollefson is predicting 
nearly 55 percent of eligible 
voters to turn out—more 
than 10 percentage points 
higher than the 2010 mid-
terms. It’s also more than 
the 2014 midterms, which 
had 48.6 percent turnout. 
Tollefson said there are 
about 121,000 eligible vot-

ers in Rock County.
Beloit City Clerk-Treasurer Lori Stottler 

is predicting just under 40 percent turn-

out. That’s a bump from 2014 and 2010, 

when 34 percent and 31 percent voted, 

respectively. The city of Beloit has 27,045 

eligible voters, Stottler said.

In Janesville, city Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek is predicting 55 percent turnout—

up from about 53 percent in 2014 and about 

48 percent in 2010. Janesville has about 

44,412 eligible voters, Godek said.

“I do think that there’s a lot of interest in 

this election. My expectation is that we’re 

going to have pretty heavy turnout,” Godek 

said. “Folks are engaged in the process 

right now, and they want to vote.”

One of the centerpiece themes this 

election season has been absentee voting. 

Absentee voting, also called early voting, is 

when a voter casts a ballot either by mail 

or in person before Election Day. The last 

day to absentee vote in Rock County was 

Friday, and mail-in ballots must arrive no 

Rock County anticipates high voter turnout Tuesday

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Mary Easland, right, and Jodie Counter, left, examine test ballots Oct. 27 at City Hall in Janes-
ville. Because of a sorting error, the machine jammed when they tried to put a ballot from the 
wrong district into the machine during the test.
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Bilodeau

Turn to AWARD on Page 6A

Dr. Bilodeau brings such an irrefutable amount of joy to this work  

of LGBTQ inclusion and access.

Stephanie Selvick, UW-W LGBTQ campus coordinator

“ ”

Decision day

Tollefson

By Zeke Miller and Catherine Lucey

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump has been 

acting like a candidate on the ballot this 
week, staging daily double-header rallies 
and blasting out ads for Republicans up 
for election on Tuesday. Given the stakes 
for his presidency, he might as well be.

A knot of investigations. Partisan grid-
lock. A warning shot for his re-election 
bid. Trump faces potentially debilitating 

fallout should Repub-
licans lose control of 
one or both chambers 
in Congress, ending two 
years of GOP hegemony 
in Washington. A White 
House that has strug-
gled to stay on course 
under favorable circum-
stances would be tested 

in dramatic ways. A president who often 
battles his own party, would face a far less 
forgiving opposition.

On the flip side, if Republicans main-
tain control of the House and Senate, 
that’s not only a victory for the GOP, but 
a validation of Trump’s brand of politics 
and his unconventional presidency. That 
result, considered less likely even within 
the White House, would embolden the 
president as he launches his own re-elec-
tion bid.

White House aides insist the president 

Trump presidency  
faces high stakes  

in midterm elections

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks during 
a campaign rally at Bozeman Yellow-
stone International Airport on Saturday 
in Belgrade, Mont. 

A referendum 
on Trump?

RELATED
• Nation/

World: As of Friday, 
more than 30 million 
votes had already 
been cast across the 
U.S. in midterm elec-
tions./Page 11B
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