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•Lloyd A. Hause
•Donald Robert “Don” 
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Walkoff beats Crew
Freddie Freeman’s 10th inning 

home run helped the Atlanta 

Braves beat the Milwaukee  

Brewers 4-3 Saturday night 

in Atlanta. It was Milwaukee’s 

second straight loss. Page 1B

Commemorating 

Iwo Jima
A float in Janesville’s 

Memorial Day parade 

May 27 will mark the 

iconic battle from 

World War II. Page 2A

Here comes  

summer
See all there is to do 

in Rock and Walworth 

counties this summer 

in Summer Source. 

Inside

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 69 | Low 44  

A shower and  
t-storm around

More on 11A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

G
reg Wallace is dyslexic and 
considers himself illiterate.

People who can’t read or 
write often have a hard time 

finding a place in society, but Wallace 

found value in his hands.

After occasionally borrowing money 

from his landlord, a man Wallace once 

considered a father figure, he agreed to 

use his handyman skills at his rented 

Janesville home to repay his debt.

Then came the questions.

His landlord told him he still owed 

money. Wallace struggled to pay rent. 

He kept working, but he couldn’t get his 

head above water. He began to wonder 

who was in debt to whom.

Earlier this year, his landlord told 

him he needed to move out.

For now, it’s not an eviction, but Wal-

lace’s days inside his home of six years 

on East Memorial Drive are likely num-

bered.

Data from Princeton University’s 

Eviction Lab shows Rock County in 

2016 had an eviction rate of 3.2%, the 

fourth-highest in Wisconsin, but that 

doesn’t count people such as Wallace 

and others asked to leave their homes 

before being evicted.

Nobody knows the total number of 

people asked to leave their homes, but 

local housing advocates say whether it’s 

through an eviction or some unofficial 

means, losing a home or apartment can 

leave residents scrambling.

And as the housing market tightens 

and rents rise, evictions are expected 

to rise, too.

The Gazette spent months talking to 

renters, landlords and others who are 

stepping carefully through the city’s 

changing rental landscape.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Top and above: Greg Wallace looks out of his Janesville apartment. Using his handy-
man skills to repay his debts was the plan, but he has had a falling out with his former 
friend and landlord over how much money is owed for rent and to pay back personal 
loans given to Wallace.

In Rock County, renters face one of the highest eviction rates in Wisconsin
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

OSHKOSH

Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ spokes-

woman accused Republican legislative 

leaders Saturday of refusing to work 

with the governor’s chief of staff because 

she is a woman, leading the GOP law-

makers to call the charge “asinine” and 

“clueless.”

The back and forth came after 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos and Sen-

ate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald 

detailed at the Wisconsin Republican 

Party convention what they said was a 

strained relationship with the new gov-

ernor, who is in his fifth month in office. 

Vos called Evers “out of touch” and Fitz-

gerald said his office hasn’t figured out 

how to work with lawmakers.

“There’s a real disconnect on all 

different levels with this governor,” Fitz-
gerald said. Fitzgerald said he and Vos 
have only met with Evers twice for five 
minutes since January.

Evers “has communicated repeat-
edly to GOP leadership that they should 
work with his chief of staff, just like 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Norbert Spangler can close his eyes and 

remember the hard, bumpy August ground 

in Fourth Ward Park on Janesville’s west 

side.

It would have 

been the late 

1960s or early 

1970s. Spangler 

would have been 

about 10. On hot 

summer eve-

nings, he would 

stand in a line of 

20 other Fourth 

Ward neighbor-

hood kids who 

would gather at 

the park with 

baseball gloves.

Somewhere 

in the distance, 

still in a sales-

man’s work chi-

nos and polo 

shirt, Joseph “Chief” Coulter, the neighbor-

hood’s Godfather of Baseball, would raise a 

baseball bat, toss up a baseball, and smack 

a ground ball toward the kids. Sometimes, 

he’d hammer it.

“He watched us close, and he knew 

who could handle what. He’d hit me a soft 

one sometimes. His kids got the nasty, 

Submitted photo
Joseph ‘Chief’ Coulter, a Janesville ballplayer 
who cracked into the minor leagues in 1957, 
at age 19. Coulter was signed by Major League 
Baseball’s Kansas City A’s organization. He is 
pictured here in uniform in 1957, the lone year 
of his short career as a minor league player 
in the Nebraska State League. At home, he 
worked in local factories and became a lifelong 
booster of local youth baseball. ‘Chief’ Coulter 
died from esophageal cancer May 9.

Coulter recalled  
as Fourth Ward’s 

godfather  
of baseball

He watched us close,  

and he knew who could 

handle what. He’d hit me  

a soft one sometimes.  

His kids got the nasty,  

broken-nose groundballs.

Norbert Spangler, 

recalling the efforts 

of Joseph ‘Chief’ Coulter

“ ”

Turn to ‘CHIEF’ on Page 11A

GOP, Evers spar over working with women
Governor’s spokeswoman, 
GOP officials clash over 

work relationships

RELATED
• State: U.S. Sen. Ron Johnson says Joe Biden  

is biggest threat to Republicans winning Wisconsin in 
2020./Page 7A

Turn to GOP on Page 5A

 Æ Though his pro career was short, 
love of game lasted until death at 80 
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