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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
31°/21°

Variable clouds; 
breezy, colder

THURSDAY
33°/19°

Chilly with partial 
sunshine

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Walker reiterates tariff stance
Gov. Scott Walker visited Seneca Foods in 

Janesville on Tuesday and suggested he might 
take his opposition to President Donald Trump’s 
proposed tariffs on steel and aluminum to an-
other level if Trump won’t change his course. 
The tariffs would substantially raise costs for 
some Wisconsin businesses, which could cause 
companies to leave, Walker said.

Arrests lead to discussion
A 30-minute discussion on renewing the Ve-

gas Gentleman’s Club’s license during Tuesday’s 
Darien Town Board meeting centered on the 
arrest of several club employees who police say 
were involved in a large drug sweep through 
southern Wisconsin on Feb. 22. Board members 
said they want to meet with Walworth County 
officials to seek countywide reform of ordinanc-
es that cover sexually oriented businesses.

STATE • 2A

Nursing home sued over shot
The U.S. Justice Department sued a Wis-

consin nursing home Tuesday on behalf of an 
employee who claims her religious beliefs were 
violated because she was forced to take a flu 
shot. The lawsuit filed in federal court in Mil-
waukee alleges a woman “suffered severe emo-
tional distress” because her employer required 
her to be vaccinated or face losing her job in 
October 2016.
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Sports • 1B-4B

Boys basketball teams  
from Edgerton, Elkhorn have 
exceeded expectations  
to reach sectional semifinals

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Carl F. Braunreiter/Beloit
•Barbara L. (Thompson) Coleman/Elkhorn
•Richard M. Mayfield/Janesville
•Mark Schilberg/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 6A
•Diane Helen Fox/Columbus, Ohio
•Annyce M. Hubbard/Delavan
•Derek A. Kraabel/Janesville
•Richard M. Mayfield/Janesville
•Margaret J. Mullen/Janesville
•John R. Turnbow/Janesville

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Janesville’s Wander 

In Cafe serves up  

simple menu, super 

food: Four Dishes
quick kicks

MUSIC

Everybody polka!

The Janesville Moose Lodge, 

2701 Rockport Road, invites 

the public to its 

17th annual 

Polka Fest from 

1 to 10 p.m.  

Friday-Saturday, 

March 23-24.

Food will be available both 

days including the lodge’s fish 

fry from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday. Bands 

performing Friday are the Top 

Notchmen and Barefoot Becky 

& the Ivanhoe Dutchmen. Don 

Peachy and the Zweifel Brothers 

take the stage Saturday.

Cost is $15 per person. For 

more information, call 608-

752-0809, email lodge197@

mooseunits.org or find “Janesville 

Moose Lodge” on Facebook.

HOBBIES

Rock stars

The Badger Lapidary and 

Geological Society hosts its 48th 

annual rock, gem and mineral 

show Saturday-Sunday, March 24-

25, in the Craig Center at the Rock 

County 4-H Fairgrounds, 1301 

Craig Ave., Janesville.

Hours 

are 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. 

Saturday and 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sunday. Activities for kids include 

a fish pond, scavenger hunt and 

rock crafts. Society members will 

display rock and mineral speci-

mens and offer demonstrations 

of gem faceting, geode splitting 

and more.

Guest speakers also will give  

presentations both days, and 

there will be hourly door prize 

drawings, food for purchase and 

a roaming rock wizard on hand to 

answer questions.

For more information, call 

608-897-2608, email jdrules3@

gmail.com or visit BadgerRock 

Club.org.

Get on track

Get your ticket, grab your map 

and climb aboard to celebrate 

the 11th annual Delavan Train 

Show this Saturday and Sunday in 

downtown Delavan.
The free show 

runs 9 a.m. 

to 4 p.m. 

Saturday and 

10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Sunday. It features 

more than 40 train exhibits at 18 

locations throughout downtown, 

and visitors can have their tickets 

punched at each stop.

An railroad-themed art exhibit 

will be available for viewing, and 

food and beverages can be pur-

chased. Door prizes will be handed 

out and raffles are planned.

To learn more, visit Delavan-

TrainShow.com or find “Delavan 

Train Show” on Facebook.

CONSERVATION

Protect the planet

Hedberg Public Library, 316 

S. Main St., Janes-

ville, will host a 

sustainable 

living fair from 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Saturday.

Learn about 

supporting native wildlife, im-

proving water quality and more at 

this free event. There also will be 

hands-on activities for kids.

Exhibitors include the Sus-

tainable Janesville, Alliant Energy, 

Basics Cooperative, Bird City 

Janesville, Home Depot, Rock Riv-

er Coalition, Rock County Pipeline 

Awareness, UW-Rock County and 

the City of Janesville Water Utility.

For more information, email 

nolant@ci.janesville.wi.us or call 

608-755-3095.

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

I
f the only thing you know 

about Lisa Loeb is that 

she sings “that song” from 

“that movie,” she wants 

you to know she’s OK with 

that.

Really.

“For the amount of time 

it’s taken for me to get here 

and to have had such a 

successful 

career, I’ve 

come to re-

alize people 

have a spe-

cial connec-

tion to (Stay 

(I Missed 

You)),” 

she said, 

referring 

to her 1994 

hit from 

the “Real-

ity Bites” 

soundtrack 

that spent 

three weeks 

atop Bill-

board’s Hot 

100 chart 

and helped 

launched 

her to 

career. “And 

that song 

means a lot to me, as it does 

to them.”

But as dear as she holds 

the angst-ridden anthem of 

’90s love and heartache, Loeb 

hasn’t allowed it to define her 

career. 

Since 1995, she has 

recorded six studio albums, 

including the Grammy-nom-

inated “Firecracker” in 1997. 

And such hits as “I Do” and 

“Do You Sleep?” have joined 

“Stay” in cracking Billboard’s 

Top 20.

Most recently, the L.A.-

based songstress has been 

focused on her series of pop-

ular “family music” albums 

that includes 2016’s “Feel 

What U Feel,” which won 

the 2018 Grammy Award for 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON—What often im-

presses audiences most about 

Cantus’ performances isn’t the 

angelic singing—and it is an-

gelic—but rather the embedded 

themes that turn each concert 

into a narrative story.

“We program around a story 

and try to take audiences on a 

journey. Music helps tell that 

story,” said tenor vocalist Paul 

Scholtz. “Maybe audiences 

weren’t expecting the total pro-

gram to be as compelling as it is. 

They came in expecting beauti-

ful music, and we work hard on 

that, but the program aspects 

are pleasantly surprising.”

The eight members of the 

male vocalist group will bring 

their beautiful voices and 

penchant for storytelling to 

the Edgerton Performing Arts 

Center at 7:30 p.m. March 17. 

Tickets are $25.

In 1995, a group of choir 

singers at St. Olaf College south 

of Minneapolis formed Cantus. 

In 2001, it became a one of two 

full-time professional singing 

groups in the U.S., Scholtz said.

Turning pro led to a nation-

wide audition search for the 

Twin Cities-based act, which 

now performs in big cities and 

small towns and travels over-

seas.

Members have come and 

gone over the years, but the 

current lineup comprises tenors 

Curtis Johnson photo

Cantus, a seven-member singing group from Minneapolis, 

will perform at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, March 17, at the Edgerton 

Performing Arts Center. Tickets are $25.

IF YOU GO

What: Cantus musical 

performance

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, 

March 17.

Where: Edgerton Perform-

ing Arts Center, 200 Elm High 

Drive, Edgerton.

Cost: $25

For more information: 

Order tickets by phone at 608-

561-6093 or online at www.

Edgerton.k12.wi.us.

Cantus to perform at EPAC on March 17

IF YOU GO

What: “An 

Evening with Lisa 

Loeb”
When: 

7:30 p.m. Friday, 

March 23.

Where: Janes-

ville Performing 

Arts Center, 

408 S. Main St., 

Janesville.

Cost: $35 for 

adults and $20 

for students.

Tickets: 

Visit the JPAC box 

office, call 608-

758-0297 or visit 

JanesvillePAC.

org.

Staying 

power
Staying 

power
’90s music icon Loeb 

finds connection with 

music fans, their kids
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COMING THURSDAY

Lisa Loeb to play 
Janesville Performing 
Arts Center later this 
month ./kicks

Associated Press
Elementary school teachers Kara Brown, from 
right, Katherine Dudley, Nina Tunstalle and Lois 
Casto react to news that West Virginia Gov. Jim 
Justice and Senate Republicans reached a deal 
Tuesday to give teachers in the state 5 percent 
raises. The legislation ended a statewide teachers’ 
strike that kept kids out of school for nine days. 
Story on Page 6B.

West Virginia teachers  
win raises, end strike

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Blackhawk Community Credit Union plans 

to honor generations of local General Motors 

employees with a “legacy center”—a museum 

of sorts that could involve memorabilia and 

even structural material from the former auto 

assembly plant.

The center is still in planning stages, and a 

location hasn’t yet been selected, credit union 

officials said.

The credit union’s announcement of a lega-

cy center comes as the former GM plant is slat-

ed for demolition. Commercial Development 

Company, which bought the plant late in 2017, 

plans to begin razing all or some of the 4.8 

million-square-foot building in coming weeks.

Sherri Stumpf, CEO of Blackhawk Commu-

nity Credit Union; Lisa Palma, member services 

vice president; and board Chairwoman Mary 

Frederick said the plan calls for a museum-like 

space—possibly a standalone building—that 

would keep alive the memory of a manufac-

turing plant that supported thousands of local 

families for nearly a century.

“As the bulldozers arrive and demolition of 

the oldest General Motors plant begins just 

before its centennial, it’s more important than 

ever to ensure that the strong work ethic and 

iconic history of our community is honored,” 

Frederick said in a statement Tuesday.

Stumpf and Palma said the legacy center 

could have an interactive historical timeline 

built into its walls, along with historical dis-

plays of items from the plant, and even art or 

sculptures built from structural pieces of the 

building.

The credit union, which has 12 branches—

four of them in Janesville—was founded in 

1965 to provide financial services for employ-

ees of GM and Fischer Body, including United 

Auto Workers Local 95 members. The credit 

union says it still serves retired GM workers 

and former employees who relocated to other 

GM plants across the U.S.

GM shuttered the Janesville plant in 2009. 

Local credit union plans ‘legacy center’ to honor GM in Janesville

By Matt Stiles and Christi Parsons

Los Angeles Times

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA
North Korea has offered to freeze 

its illicit nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missile programs to engage in 
talks with the United States, South 
Korean officials said Tuesday, a 
move that could signal a thaw in 
the nuclear impasse and a victory 
for President Donald Trump’s un-

conventional di-
plomacy.

The surprise 
announcement 
came after South 
Korea’s spy chief 
and its top nation-
al security official 
returned Tuesday 
night to Seoul 
from a meeting in 
Pyongyang with 

North Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un.
South Korea said Kim had of-

fered to cease any new nuclear tests 
and missile launches as talks prog-
ress. North Korea has yet to confirm 
the South Korean account, but the 
apparent overture—if true—could 
help ease sharply rising tensions in 
northeast Asia.

Pyongyang’s apparent agree-
ment in principle to the idea of 
a nuclear-free Korean peninsula 
would match a longtime U.S. goal, 
but it came with significant caveats 
that could make a deal impossible 
to achieve.

“The North Korean side clearly 
stated its willingness to denuclear-
ize,” South Korea’s government said 
in a statement. “It made it clear that 
it would have no reason to keep nu-
clear weapons if the military threat 
to the North was eliminated and its 
security guaranteed.”

That broad wording could mean 
Pyongyang will insist the United 
States cease its annual military ex-
ercises with the South—or poten-
tially leave the peninsula entirely, 
as North Korea has long sought. The 
United States has more than 20,000 
troops deployed in South Korea.

Speaking to reporters in the Oval 
Office, Trump praised the prospect 
of the first direct U.S. talks with 
Pyongyang in years.

“I think we’re having very good 
dialogue,” he said. “We have made 
good progress.”

Trump traded insults for much 
of last year with North Korea’s lead-
er, mocking him as “Little Rocket 
Man” and threatening to unleash 
“fire and fury” upon the country. 
He was more circumspect Tuesday, 
saying Kim’s government seems “to 

S. Korea: 
Kim open 
to talks 
with US

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

BRODHEAD

O
n a Sunday afternoon in 1968, a 
man set 11 fires to fields around 
Brodhead, sending the fire de-

partment on a wild goose chase.

Bob Olsen, nearly 30 years old at the 

time, was curious, so he fol-

lowed the crew around. He 

was a firefighter less than a 

week later.

Fifty years have passed, 

and Olsen still hangs out in 

firetrucks.

The Brodhead native 

celebrates a couple of mile-

stones this week.

Tuesday marked his 50th 

anniversary as a volunteer 

firefighter for the Brodhead 

Fire Department. He has served under 

seven of Brodhead’s 11 fire chiefs and 

is the longest-serving firefighter in the 

city, he said.

And Friday will be his 80th birthday.

Olsen said he does not plan to hang 

up his helmet anytime soon. He takes 

life day by day and will step down when 

the right day comes—whenever that is.

Fifty years of firefighting
A lot has changed since Olsen first 

hopped on the back of a firetruck.

Today’s firefighters would never let 

him hop on the truck the way he did 

that Sunday decades earlier, he said. 

And he certainly would not have been 

allowed to respond to his first fire 

wearing half of his equipment, as he did 

in 1968.

The worst fire Olsen remembers was 

a barn fire set by pigs that had knocked 

over heat lamps. It was the middle of 

the night and 30 degrees below zero. 

Olsen asked himself: Why are you doing 

this?

The answer was simple, 

he said. Being a firefighter 

is a way of giving back to 

the community.

And if that wasn’t 

enough, Olsen also served 

12 years on the Brodhead 

School Board.

A lot has changed over 

50 years. Olsen said safety 

standards have improved 

significantly since he joined 

the department. Many regulations have 

had positive results, although a few 

have been pesky to follow, he said.

He also welcomed such advance-

ments as the Jaws of Life extrication 

apparatus, better equipment and female 

firefighters.

Fire and family
A gleam of light reflected off a red 

stone on Olsen’s ring as he sat on the 

back of a firetruck Tuesday.

His wife, Donna, designed the ring 

when Olsen celebrated his 35th year as 

Decades  

of service

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Bob Olsen sits on the front bumper of a fire engine inside the Brodhead Fire Station on Tuesday. Olsen cele-
brated his 50th year as a volunteer firefighter Tuesday, and his 80th birthday is Friday.

Bob Olsen of Brodhead celebrates 50 years  
of volunteering with the city’s fire department

Blackhawk Community Credit Union officials said 

the plan calls for a museum-like space—possibly 

a standalone building—that would keep alive the 

memory of a manufacturing plant that supported 

thousands of local families for nearly a century .

President approaches  
apparent offer cautiously

Trump

Turn to LEGACY on Page 7A

Turn to DECADES on Page 7ATurn to TALKS on Page 7A

Olsen said he does not 

plan to hang up his 

helmet anytime soon . 

He takes life day by day 

and will step down when 

the right day comes—

whenever that is .
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