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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 37  

Mostly cloudy with 
a few showers
More on 7A

Echoes of Charlottesville
President Donald Trump says Proud 

Boys should ‘stand down,’ but then 

says ‘antifa is a real problem’ and 

tries to attack his Democratic  

challenger, Joe Biden. Page 6B

Count on it
As census nears its 

end, Janesville and 

rest of state appear 

to be in good shape. 

Page 3A

Stumble to start
The Brewers allowed three 

runs in the first two innings 

and lost, 4-2, to the Dodgers 

in the opener of their wild-

card playoff series. Page 1B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Whether they’re saving for col-

lege, earning spending money or 

helping to pay their families’ bills, 

many high school students begin 

their working lives in the communi-

ties in which they’re raised.

Magnus Jenson, a 2020 Craig 

High School graduate, logged time 

at Walmart and Sentry in his early 

high school years.

But as Jenson began to think 

during his senior year about life 

after high school, he decided to take 

advantage of the Janesville School 

District’s apprenticeship program 

and started working as an appren-

tice at Scot Forge, a metal forging 

company in Clinton.

That decision led him to a career 

he is pursuing full time.

“It was great to finally work on 

something that I hadn’t worked on 

before,” Jenson said. “I had only been 

able to do more of the Sentry gro-

cery store jobs, so it (the appren-

ticeship) was a great, real-world  
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Magnus Jenson, a 2020 Craig High School graduate, participated in the Janesville School District’s apprenticeship 
program at Scot Forge in Clinton during his senior year. Jenson was offered a full-time job at the metal forging com-
pany and started working right after graduation.

oo s of the  rade

High school students learning and earning 
with apprenticeship program

‘We need more employers to 

step up. We need them to see 

it as career development, that 

we are really helping students 

develop into young men and 

women who want to serve 

their community and really get 

rooted here in Janesville.’

Patty Hernandez, Janesville 

School District college and 

career readiness coordinator

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city of Janesville will allow 

trick-or-treating on Halloween this 
year but recommended families 
take precautions.

The city also warned against 

Halloween parties and haunted 

houses.

Janesville on Wednesday 

announced trick-or-treating hours 

of 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 

31, joining several other area com-

munities—except for the city and 

town of Beloit—who are keeping 

the annual tradition.

The decision comes as Rock 

County reported record high num-

bers of new COVID-19 cases and 

hospitalizations.

As of Monday, Janesville had 

recorded 1,064 COVID-19 cases, 

which was 117 more than the week 

before.

The federal Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention said 

last week that traditional trick-or-

treating is a high-risk activity. The 

risk, of course, is getting sick with 

COVID-19.

In Rock County, 7% of COVID-

19 cases have been in children 

younger than 15.

City spokeswoman Maggie Darr 

said officials have discussed the 

Janesville to allow trick-or-treating
City warns against  

Halloween parties and 
haunted houses

Associated Press

MILWAUKEE
Wisconsin set a new record 

for COVID-19 deaths on 
Wednesday and the surge in 
cases in the state threatened 
to overwhelm some hospitals.

Health officials reported 
27 new deaths, breaking the 
state’s old record of 22 deaths 
set on May 27. The disease 
has killed or played a role in 
the death of 1,327 people in 

the state since the pandemic 
began.

Health officials reported 
2,319 newly confirmed cases, 
bringing the total number of 
cases in Wisconsin to 122,274 
since the pandemic began.

Wisconsin had the 
third-highest positivity rate 
of any state as of Wednesday. 
Hospital officials in some 
areas said they were close 

State sets COVID-19 deaths 
record as hospitals fill up

Turn to HALLOWEEN on Page 6A

Turn to APPRENTICESHIP on Page 7A

Turn to DEATHS on Page 6A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city could begin 

charging property owners 
for street repair through 
a transportation utility 
as soon as 2022 if the city 
council and community 
support it.

The council Wednesday 
heard a presentation from 
Jon Cameron of Ehlers Pub-
lic Finance Advisors, one of 
the companies involved in 
creating a transportation 
utility feasibility analysis 
for the city.

The council did not make 
any decisions. City Manager 
Mark Freitag said the coun-
cil could revisit the idea in 
2021, take a deep dive into it 
and potentially implement 
the utility in 2022.

A transportation util-
ity would be used to help 
fund transportation costs—
largely street repair and 
maintenance—similar 

to how water, sewer and 

stormwater utilities fund 

maintenance for those ser-

vices, Cameron said.

It would do so by 

charging property own-

ers usage fees based on the 

number of trips taken by 

car at each class of prop-

erty per day.

For example, residen-

tial properties account for 

237,539 car trips in the city 

per day, or 31.7% of trips. 

That is the second-larg-

est percentage after retail 

properties, which draw 

260,264 trips for 34.7%.

A vehicle makes a trip 

every time it enters or leaves 

a driveway, and that is the 

industry standard in deter-

mining transportation util-

ities, Cameron said.

Usage fees differ from 

taxes in several ways, one 

being that usage fees aim 

for a fair and equitable sys-

tem by charging more to 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
An excavator digs up asphalt along Rockport Road in Janes-
ville on Tuesday morning. Reconstruction of Rockport Road 
is expected to finish in early October. The Janesville City 
Council on Wednesday heard a presentation about creating 
a transportation utility to help pay for street repair.

Property owners 
could be charged 
for street repair

Transportation utility might be applied 
in Janesville as soon as 2022

Turn to UTILITY on Page 7A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=034df06e-8f66-528f-a4bf-2416174d8211

