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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
10°/3°

Mostly sunny  
and frigid

THURSDAY
18°/7°

A little afternoon 
snow

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

Jakubowski reward paid: FBI
The FBI says it paid a reward for help in 

capturing Joseph A. Jakubowski, but it won’t 

say how much was paid or to whom. The FBI 

offered a $20,000 reward during the search for 

Jakubowski between April 4-13. A landowner 

in rural western Wisconsin found Jakubows-

ki, called local authorities and led them to 

Jakubowski’s makeshift campsite.

STATE • 2A

Harley courts motorcycle fans
Harley-Davidson is placing a renewed em-

phasis on teaching people to ride as part of its 

efforts to attract more customers. The Milwau-

kee-based company’s decision to expand the 

number of dealerships with a “Riding Acade-

my” comes as the industry grapples with years 

of declining sales and an aging customer base.
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Craft breweries, retailers, 
financial institutions among 
industries expected to benefit 
from federal tax overhaul

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Glenn I. Ash/Janesville
•Barbara A. Cornett/Beloit
•Dianne M. Danielson/Janesville
•Matthew D. Greidanus/Madison
•James Korotko/Janesville
•Jerry P. Odom/Beloit
•Kathleen Margaret (Fallon) Schendzielos/Brookfield
•Arlene R. Scholl/Edgerton
•Constance Tobin-Garde/Edgerton
•Glenda J. Wriedt/Lake Geneva
•Curtis Eugene Wright/Beloit

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Glenn I. Ash/Janesville
•Dianne M. Danielson/Janesville
•James Knudson/Janesville
•Harriet Millard/Whitewater
•Arlene R. Scholl/Edgerton
•Earl W. Spealman/Oak Park, Illinois

By Bryan Wegter

bwegter@gazettextra .com

PALMYRA

A
mong a collection of gleaming belt 
buckles, one shines a little brighter 
for Tori Sue Olson.

It’s proof she survived.
On that silver buckle, embossed in gold and 

black letters, are these words:
NBHA World Championships Finalist.
Thirty letters Tori never thought she’d live to 

see, let alone see used to describe her.
It was unthinkable 10 years ago when she fell 

into the grip of cocaine addiction.
It was unthinkable three years ago when 

her horse and partner, Flit the Leader, was on 
the verge of being euthanized after suffering a 
devastating injury.

And it was unthinkable in January when her 
mentor, and the only man who had ever been a 
father to her, died and threw her life into chaos 
again.

Through all the tumult and the heartbreak, 
Tori has held on to one constant: her innate 

bond with horses.

They keep her safe. They keep her alive.

“I found refuge with the horses,” she said. “If I 

was out with horses, I was safe.”

As an infant, Tori sat in the saddle in front of 

her mother until she was old enough to ride by 

herself. She first rode a pony at 3 years old and 

first galloped a year later.

Tori’s parents divorced when she was young, 

and trips to her grandparents’ farm to spend 

time with their horses were brief moments 

of happiness during an otherwise unpleasant 

childhood. There was physical abuse—spankings 

that “went too far.” She bounced from school to 

school while living with her mother. She fell out 

of contact with her father and siblings.

She felt rejected, abandoned, unloved and 

unwanted.

But there’s hope in this story, too.

It’s the story of a 53-year-old burnout on 

a horse with a broken hip—and how the pair 

forged an unlikely path to barrel racing’s biggest 

event.

Woman, her barrel horse are models of perseverance

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Above: Tori Sue Olson shares a moment with her horse, Flit the Leader, while inside the stable where she 
boards him near Palmyra. Olson, who overcame a cocaine addiction and the loss of a close, father-like 
friend, nursed Leader back to health after a life-threatening pelvic injury to become a National Barrel Horse 
Association World Championships finalist. Below: Leader helped Tori receive a finalist’s belt buckle at the 
National Barrel Horse Association World Championships in Perry, Ga.

Ride  
or die

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

With ARISE in full swing, the 

controversial Monterey Dam de-

cision behind them and the sale 

of the former General Motors 

property finalized, Janesville City 

Council members are looking 

ahead to what they might accom-

plish next year.

Here are issues the council 

wants to address in 2018 (The Ga-

zette was unable to reach council 

members Sue Conley and Jim Far-

rell before press time).

President Doug Marklein
Marklein ran for city council on 

the principle of not concentrating 

on any specific issue.

Instead, he evaluates issues as 

they’re presented and makes the 

best decisions he can for Janes-

ville. Marklein wants to carry that 

pledge into 2018, 

he said.

“Bring it in 

front of me, and 

I will do my abso-

lute best to listen 

to all sides and 

make a decision 

that I think will 

move the city for-

ward,” Marklein 

said. “That’s what you have to do 

on the council, in my opinion.”

The city as a whole is more im-

portant than any specific part or 

issue, he said.

Vice President Rich Gruber
Without naming specific items 

to accomplish, Gruber would like 

the council to continue its momen-

tum from 2017.

“If you look 

at what we’ve 

accomplished in 

the last two to 

three years, it’s 

really remark-

able for this city,” 

Gruber said. “It 

speaks volumes 

about the posi-

tive things hap-

pening in the 

community.”

Throughout the year, the coun-

cil helped bring in and approve 

hundreds of family-supporting 

jobs and retained many businesses 

in the area. The GM site was sold, 

and there are promises of redevel-

opment, growth and a new begin-

ning, Gruber said.

“We’ve got a lot going for us 

right now, and 

my hope and 

prayer is we can 

continue that 

momentum,” he 

said.

Jens Jorgensen

J o r g e n s e n 

would like to 

hold a “south-

side summit” to address the “food 

desert” in that part of town.

By Tracy Wilkinson, Alexandra Zavis  

and Shashank Bengali

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

China has now assumed the man-
tle of fighting climate change, a global 
crusade that the United States once 
led. Russia has taken over Syrian 
peace talks, also once the purview of 
the American administration, whose 
officials Moscow recently deigned to 
invite to negotiations only as observ-
ers.

France and Germany are often 
now the countries 
that fellow mem-
bers of NATO look to 
after President Don-
ald Trump wavered 
on how supportive 
his administration 
would be toward 
the North Atlantic 
alliance.

And in the Israe-
li-Palestinian con-
flict, the U.S., once the only mediator 
all sides would accept, has found itself 
isolated after Trump’s decision to de-
clare that the U.S. recognized Jerusa-
lem as the capital of Israel.

In his wide-ranging speech on na-
tional security last week, Trump high-
lighted what he called the broaden-
ing of U.S. influence throughout the 
world.

But one year into his presidency, 
many international leaders, diplo-
mats and foreign policy experts argue 
that he has reduced U.S. influence or 
altered it in ways that are less con-
structive. On a range of policy issues, 
Trump has taken positions that dis-
qualified the United States from the 
debate or rendered it irrelevant, these 
critics say.

Even in countries that have earned 
Trump’s praise, such as India, there 
is concern about Trump’s unpredict-
ability—will he be a reliable part-
ner?—and what many overseas view 
as his isolationism.

“The president can and does turn 
things inside out,” said Manoj Joshi, 
a scholar at the Observer Research 
Foundation, a New Delhi think tank. 

Janesville City Council members plot course for 2018

Marklein Gruber Jorgensen

Experts: 
Isolation 

lessens US 
influence

Adversaries step into void 
of American leadership

Trump
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes:  

Authentic Italian is 

as close as Villa Pizza 

in Orfordville
quick kicks

HOBBIES

All-girl curl

The Blackhawk Curling Club 

women’s league will host a free 

ladies only learn to curl night 

from 6 to 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, 

Jan. 3, at 

the Black-

hawk 

Center 

at the 

Rock 

County 

4-H Fairgrounds, 1400 Craig Ave., 

Janesville.

Attendees are invited to 

bring friends, sisters, moms or 

co-workers as they give this sport 

a try. Dress warm, and bring clean 

tennis shoes.

For more information, call 

608-754-9714.

Creative cutting

The Rock River Valley Carv-

ers of Wisconsin host open 

wood carving sessions on 

the first and third Tuesday 

each month (that’s Jan. 

2 and 16 next month) at 

Ortmayer Hall in Trinity 

Episcopal Church, 419 

E. Court St., Janesville.

Sessions are free, 

run from 6 to 8 p.m. 

and are open to the 

public. Bring a wood 

carving project. 

Club members will 

be on hand to an-

swer questions.

For more 

information, 

call 608-208-

3670.

HOLIDAYS

Home aglow

Christmas might be over, 

but that doesn’t mean the lights 

aren’t still out for viewing.

For the 11th year, the Striegel 

family of Janesville has 

decorated its home and is inviting 

residents to drive on by and check 

out the show.
The home, locat-

ed at 3767 Stone 

Ridge Drive, 

Janesville, fea-

tures more 

than 20,000 

synchro-

nized lights. 

When you 

tune your ra-

dio at 90.9 FM, 

you can listen 

to Christmas 

music while you 

admire all the 

twinkling.

The show is 

free, but dona-

tions will be taken for the Humane 

Society of Southern Wisconsin. 

Lights are displayed daily from 5 

to 10 p.m. through Tuesday, Jan. 6.

—Rotary Botanical Gardens 

continues to display its massive 

ction of 425,000 twinkling 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

EDGERTON

DeShawn Christiansen was watching 

auditions when Kory Friend made her bid 

for a lead role in “Sister Act.”

Christiansen knew Friend as a solid en-

semble performer. But she wasn’t expect-

ing what happened when Friend hit that 

show-stealing note.

“I was mesmerized,” said Christiansen, 

who has played leads in other Rock River 

Reperatory Theatre productions, includ-

ing Mary Magdelene in “Jesus Christ, 

Superstar” and Velma Kelly in “Chicago.”

“I have goosebumps, and I look over 

at (director) Jim (Tropp). I’m trying not 

to cry,” Christiansen recalled. “It was an 

amazing moment. It was perfect.”

Friend gets to do it again for a bigger 

audience for six performances in January 

as she plays the shy postulant nun Sister 

Mary Robert.

Christiansen will be right there as 

Deloris Van Cartier, the lounge singer who 

is hiding from her criminal ex-boyfriend 

by living with The Holy Order of the Little 

Sisters of Our Mother of Perpetu-

al Faith.

That’s just one of the winks at 

Catholic culture that brings joy 

to Cindy Blanc, who plays Sister 

Mary Lazarus and who knows 

her Catholicism.

“Dancing nuns: You 

know, that’s funny in 

itself,” Blanc quipped.

Blanc, who is music 

Holy 
umor

Penny Hazeltine photo

From left, Daniell Moser, Nicki Dougherty and Lexie Ross perform a number during rehearsals for the Rock River Repertory Theatre’s 

upcoming production of ‘Sister Act.’ The play will be performed at 7:30 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays Jan. 12-13 and 19-20, and at 2 p.m. 

Sundays Jan. 14 and 21 at the Edgerton Performing Arts Center, 200 Elm High Drive, Edgerton.

H
Rock River Rep bringing Tony-nominated musical ‘Sister Act’ to Edgerton next month

Turn to ‘SISTER’  

on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

Get into ‘Sister Act’ 
when the Rock River 
Repertory Theatre 
brings the show 
to Edgerton next 
month ./kicks

Associated Press
Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo 
surveys the court from the floor during Milwaukee’s 
home game against the Chicago Bulls on Tuesday 
night. Nikola Mirotic scored 24 points for Chicago, 
which beat Milwaukee 115-106 for its second win 
at the Bradley Center this season.

Bulls drop Bucks for 2nd time


