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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Darlene S. Anderson
•Mary Beth Bell
•Josef Braeu
•Muriel K. Bumgarner
•Lydia I. Easter
•James W. “Jim” Fink Sr.

•Donald David Herr
•Stephen W. Janisch
•Dolores Karleski
•Jerry M. Prichett
•Ronald Duane Scott
•Gharld “Grampa Junior” Vance

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 61 | Low 37  

Windy with a 
shower or t-storm

More on 7A

Jets grounded
After days of delay, the  

US joined more than 40  

countries Wednesday in 

grounding Boeing’s 737 Max 

jets after a crash in Ethiopia 

over the weekend. Page 6B

Follow the sign
School bus drivers 

report more cars 

passing them illegally, 

endangering safety 

of children getting on 

and off. Page 3A

By Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

U.S. health regulators 

are moving ahead with a 

plan designed to keep e-cig-

arettes out of the hands 

of teenagers by restrict-

ing sales of most flavored 

products in convenience 

stores, gas stations, phar-

macies and other retail 

locations.

The new guidelines, 

first proposed by the Food 

and Drug Administration 

in November, are the lat-

est government effort to 

reverse what health offi-

cials call an epidemic of 

underage vaping.

E-cigarettes typically 

heat a flavored nicotine 

solution into an inhalable 

vapor. Federal law bans 

their sale to those under 18, 

but 1 in 5 high school stu-

dents report using e-ciga-

rettes, according to the lat-

est survey published last 

year.

Under proposed FDA 

guidel ines released 

Wednesday, e-cigarette 

makers would need to 

restrict sales of most fla-

vored products to stores 

that verify the age of cus-

tomers upon entry or 

include a separate, age-re-

stricted area for vap-

ing products. Companies 

would also be expected 

to use third-party, identi-

ty-verification technology 

for online sales.

The FDA will also priori-

tize removing vaping prod-

ucts that clearly appeal to 

kids, such as those with 

packaging that resembles 

juice boxes, candy or cook-

ies. Companies that don’t 

follow the new require-

ments risk having their 

products pulled from the 

market, the FDA said.

“The onus is now on the 

companies and the vaping 

US advances  
plan to limit  

vape products

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

Robert Kowalski has 

experience taking down 

white-collar criminals, 

investigating domestic ter-

rorism and working under-

cover to bust organized 

crime rings.

Beginning March 25, 

he will become chief 

of the Edgerton Police 

Department ,  which 

reported fewer than 20 

violent crimes from 2013 

to 2017, according to the 

state’s uniform crime 

reporting database.

Kowalski told The 

Gazette he welcomes 

the relaxed environ-

ment Edgerton offers 

after a 38-year career in 

law enforcement in and 

around Chicago, including 

20 years in the FBI.

The move from Illinois 

to Wisconsin brings 

Kowalski closer to his 

youngest son, who is a 

sophomore at UW-Stevens 

Point, and other friends 

and family 

members. 

He and his 

wife, Leisa, 

are looking 

at homes in 

Edgerton 

and plan 

to become 

a c t i v e 

members 

of the community.

Kowalski said he has 

“no agenda” going into his 

Edgerton’s new top cop 
brings FBI experience

Kowalski

Gazette staff

With rain and higher temperatures in the 
forecast, authorities are offering sand, sandbags 
and warnings to local residents about flooding.

Janesville police Wednesday morning 
reported minor flooding at North Wright Road 
and Ruger Avenue, and they said water had par-
tially covered Beloit Avenue between Palmer and 
Delavan drives.

Walworth County closed Highway 89, 
Highway 11 and County A on Wednesday after-
noon because of high water.

Motorists should avoid driving on flooded 
roads because it’s often impossible to see how 
deep the water is or the condition of the road 
beneath it, Janesville police said in a news 
release.

A good rule of thumb is to avoid streets where 
the water is too deep to see the painted mark-
ings, the release reads.

Showers and thunderstorms, some that could 
be heavy, were expected overnight Wednesday 
and through the day today.

A 50 percent chance of rain or snow show-
ers was predicted for tonight, with wind gust-
ing to 40 mph.

Lesser chances of rain or snow were predicted 
for Friday.

Sunshine was predicted for the weekend.
For residents who may experience flooding at 

their homes, the Rock County Highway Division 
is offering sandbags and sand at these locations:

 � Rock Town Hall, 5102 S County D, Afton.
 � Newville park and ride, located off Interstate 

90/39 at exit 163.
Residents must fill and transport their own 

sandbags at both locations.

Thawing 
pattern

Above, bottom photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com; below photo by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Above: A car plows through a large pool of water on Beloit Avenue near Dawson Ball Fields in Janesville on Wednesday. 
Below: Janesville resident Teresa Legreid walks her dog, Miley, on Wednesday along the Ice Age Trail near County D in 
Janesville. Bottom: A cyclist is reflected in a large puddle on Beloit Avenue.

Area roadways begin to flood  
as rain falls and snow melts

FDA officials want  
to keep teens  

from using them

 Æ Kowalski welcomes 
prospect of slower pace 

in new position

E-cigarettes typically heat 

a flavored nicotine solution 

into an inhalable vapor. 

Federal law bans their sale 

to those under 18, but 1 in 5 

high school students report 

using e-cigarettes,  

according to the latest 

survey published last year.
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