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•Dean L. Alderman
•Edgar F. Ballou
•The Rev. John W. Grover
•Rocklyn “Rocky” Luebke
•Donald George “Pete” 
Olsen

•Roger Gordon Phalin
•Donald A. Russell
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•Doris A. Stuckey

•William L. Urban
•John M. Williams
•Norman Wrzesinski
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 25  
Low clouds may 

break; chilly
More on 9A

Senate to vote on Barrett
Republicans forged ahead with their plan to confirm  

President Trump’s third Supreme Court nominee. Page 8B

New school ready for a name
The Beloit Turner School District has finalists for the name 

of its new school currently under construction. Page 3A

Davante’s big day
Davante Adams caught 

13 passes for 196 yards 

and two TDs in Green 

Bay’s 35-20 win over 

Houston. Page 1B
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By Jonathan Lemire, Alexandra Jaffe  

and Aamer Madhani

Associated Press

LONDONDERRY, N.H.

The coronavirus has reached 

the upper echelons of the White 

House again, with an outbreak 

among aides to Vice President Mike 

Pence just over a week from Elec-

tion Day. A top White House offi-

cial declared: “We’re not going to 

control the pandemic.”

Officials on Sunday also scoffed 

at the notion of Pence dialing back 

in-person campaigning despite 

positive tests among several peo-

ple in his office. Pence, who leads 

the White House’s coronavirus 

task force, has an aggressive travel 

schedule planned for the final days 

of the campaign.

White House chief of staff Mark 

Meadows, pressed to explain why 

the pandemic cannot be reined in, 

said, “Because it is a contagious 

virus just like the flu.” He told CNN’s 

“State of the Union” that the gov-

ernment was focused on getting 

effective therapeutics and vaccines 

to market.

Pence, who tested negative Sun-

day, according to his office, held a 

rainy early evening rally in Kinston, 

North Carolina, a state Trump won 

in 2016 and is crucial to his re-elec-

tion hopes. Meanwhile, the presi-

dent held a rally in New Hamp-

shire and visited an orchard in 

Levant, Maine, where he signed 

autographs and assured a crush of 

mostly unmasked supporters that 

a “red wave” was coming Nov. 3. 

He and first lady Melania Trump 

wrapped up the busy weekend by 

hosting costumed children for a 

socially distanced Halloween trick-

or-treating on the White House 

grounds.

Democrat Joe Biden attended 

church and planned to participate 

in a virtual get-out-the-vote concert 

at night. He said in a statement that 

Meadows was effectively waving 

“the white flag of defeat” and “a can-

did acknowledgment of what Pres-

ident Trump’s strategy has clearly 

been from the beginning of this cri-

sis.”

In a brief exchange with report-

ers before the orchard visit, Trump 

RELATED
• The votes are in—

lots of them: Election offi-
cials nationwide, perhaps unsur-
prisingly, report more early votes 
have already been cast this year 
compared to the 2016 general 
election./8B

• Few, if any, bright 
spots in local corona-
virus stats: Contact trac-
ing efforts across Wisconsin 
have been overwhelmed by the 
amount of positive cases, offi-
cials say; Rock County reports 
three more deaths, record num-
ber of hospitalizations./2A, 8A

Top Trump staffer says US ‘not going to control’ coronavirus pandemic
Vice President Pence’s 

chief of staff now infected

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Under more normal, nonpandemic circumstances, 

Lisa Johnson said the Janesville League of Women Vot-

ers would have spent the months leading up to Elec-

tion Day registering people to vote at the farmers mar-

ket or library.

“We can’t really congregate and have meetings or 

hand out materials,” said Johnson, the voter services 
chairwoman for the local league.

In an abnormal election season, the nonpartisan 
voting organization joined other groups throughout 
the state on a brisk Saturday morning with a “Pack 
the Polls” parade of decorated cars driving through 
the city, encouraging residents to vote.

“This is definitely an adaptation,” she said. “It’s try-
ing to stay in front of the public and be visible.”

The parade of about 15 cars began at about 10 a.m. 
Saturday at the Janesville Post Office and turned onto 
Milton Avenue, moving on to several routes through-
out the city.

Karen Marino of Janesville said she wanted to join 

A moving appeal

Jonah Beleckis/jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
Carole Salinas of Janesville showed up to Saturday’s ‘Pack the Polls’ car parade with her decorated car. She was one 
of about 15 drivers who met at the Janesville Post Office before driving around the city.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Solar power is busting out 

all over.

Fields of solar collectors 

are set to spring up across 

Rock and surrounding coun-

ties in the near future, help-

ing reduce reliance on fos-

sil fuels.

Alliant Energy said this 

week it plans to build two 

new solar farms, one west 

of Beloit and one north of 

Brodhead. They would start 

producing electricity by the 

end of 2023.

The Beloit-area site will be 

about 500 acres. It straddles 

Highway 213 and is called 

the Paddock site, named 

after the substation located 

about a mile away that will 

receive its energy, said Ben 

Lipari, Alliant’s director of 

resource development.

The other site, about 400 

acres, is called the Albany 

site.

Alliant officials wouldn’t 

give the exact locations 

because land purchases are 

not complete.

Alliant also will acquire 

the North Rock solar project 

in the town of Fulton from 

developer Geronimo Energy, 

Lipari said.

The utility plans to start 

building the North Rock site 

Solar power 
infrastructure 

crops up locally

Sid Schwartz/sschwartz@gazettextra.com
Support posts for solar panels have been driven into the 
ground and workers are running wiring through trenches for 
the 4-megawatt solar farm under construction near the Alli-
ant Energy West Riverside plant on Walters Road in the town of 
Beloit. The solar farm is expected to go online by spring 2021.

Alliant plans sites near Beloit, Brodhead

Nonpartisan voting advocates  
take their message to the streets

Turn to SOLAR on Page 9A

Turn to VOTE on Page 9A

Turn to CONTROL on Page 9A
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