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Arming teachers?
Wisconsin’s Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos said Thursday he is open 

to the idea of arming teachers as 

a way to defend against school 

shootings. Page 2A

Early runs hold up
Milwaukee built a 4-2 lead 

through four innings in  

Thursday’s game in St. Louis  

and held of the Cardinals from 

there for a 4-3 win. Page 3B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 70 | Low 50  
Pleasant with sun 

and clouds
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

Hundreds of bicyclists are 

expected to wheel through 

northern Illinois and south-

ern Wisconsin on Saturday and 

Sunday in the 44th Blackhawk 

Country Roads Invitational 

Bicycle Tour.

The invitational is the Black-

hawk Bicycle & Ski Club’s major 

fundraiser for the year and a 

chance for the club to come 

together again after two years 

without the bike tour.

“We weren’t sure if we were 

going to have any interest in 

doing this again this year,” said 

Rick Plantz, vice president and 

current acting president of 

the club. “I wanted to push it 

because it’s also meant for our 

club members to see each other 

again. Everybody really stepped 

up this year.”

The tour has around 170 rid-

ers registered in advance, but 

Plantz said most people usu-

ally sign up the day of. There 

are rides of 10 miles, 32 miles, 

45 miles or 64 miles available.

All the rides start in Rock-

ton, Illinois, and the two longest 

rides travel over rural roads in 

southwestern Rock County. The 

64-mile trip takes riders all the 

way to Brodhead and back.

In the past, the club, which 

was founded in 1994 and is 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Students line the sidewalks outside of Roosevelt Elementary School to welcome graduating Craig High School seniors back 
to their former elementary school for the afternoon Thursday.

Old stomping grounds

COMICS CHANGES
Dear readers and sub-

scribers, 
Over the next few months, 

we’ll be sharing in incre-
ments with you our plans 
for an extensive redesign 
of The Gazette. One of our 
first steps will be to redo the 
comics pages. Starting June 
1, you’ll see a trimmed-down 
comics section as we work 
toward finalizing its new 
look later in the summer. 
We’re basing the changes on 
market information and sur-
vey results from more than 
1,000 local participants who 
have helped us reimagine 
this section. We’ll share more 
soon, so stay tuned.

 —Orestes Baez,  
publisher, The Gazette

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

The Rock County 

Sheriff ’s Office received 

$70,000 for its anti-heroin 

and high-intensity drug 

trafficking efforts during 

Thursday’s county board 

meeting.

Of the total, $65,000 

from a national grant pro-
gram will go toward reduc-
ing trafficking and produc-
tion. The rest, stemming 
from Rock County’s partic-
ipation in a state task force, 
will go toward reimbursing 
overtime expenses asso-
ciated with investigation 
cases related to heroin and 
other opioid trafficking.

The sheriff ’s office also 
got a donation of $15,000 
from the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post 9403 in Mil-
ton. The sheriff ’s office’s 
hunter safety program 
will get $10,000 of that 

money, while the rest will 

go toward the police dog 

program.

Broadband project
Members of the board 

also considered $8 mil-

lion in bond financing to 

pay Bug Tussel Wireless to 

expand the county’s broad-

band internet infrastruc-

ture. The company would 

be required to pay back the 

amount of the bond over 30 

years

After nearly an hour of 

discussion about the scope 

of the project and concerns 
over the term of repay-
ment, board members 
delayed their decision on 
a 13-12 vote until the next 
board meeting scheduled 
for June 9.

The bond financing, 
if eventually approved, 
would cover costs not paid 
for by federal American 
Relief Plan Act Funds allo-
cated for the project.

Improvements Bug Tus-
sel is expected to complete 
include repairing existing 
wireless antennas, building 
new antennas and building 

fiber rings to enable rural 
homes to access fiber-optic 
internet connections.

The funds through the 
bond will go toward costs 
not covered under ARPA 
funds allocated for the 
project. Under the proj-
ect’s scope, the improve-
ments will expand broad-
band access throughout 
the county, which includes 
repairing existing wireless 
antennas and constructing 
additional antennas. Also 
included is the construc-
tion of fiber rings to enable 
rural homes to have access 

to fiber internet.

Courthouse roof repairs
The county also decided 

to spend $430,000 to 

replace sections of the 

roof on the Rock County 

Courthouse. Ten out of 

28 sections of roof will be 

replaced by McDermaid 

Roofing and Insulation of 

Rockford, Illinois.

According to the reso-

lution, these roof sections 

being replaced are 24 years 

old and have been repaired 

for leaks several times.

Sheriff’s office gets anti-opioid funding
$70,000 granted 

for drug trafficking 
prevention

Countryside ride: Illinois bike club hosting weekend rides

Submitted photo
Members of the Blackhawk Bicycle & Ski Club will host the 44th annual Black-
hawk Country Roads Invitational on Saturday and Sunday. The route starts 
in Rockton, Ill., and the longest ride will take cyclists all the way to Brodhead.

Gazette staff

Municipalities across 

southern Wisconsin and 

northern Illinois will be 

celebrating Memorial 

Day with parades and 

other remembrances of 

deceased American mili-

tary veterans.

Below is a wide sam-

pling of Memorial Day 

commemorations in or 

near The Gazette’s cover-

age area.

Janesville
Volunteers will place 

American flags on vet-

erans graves starting at 

8 a.m. Saturday at Oak 

Hill Chapel, 1725 N. Wash-

ington St.

A ceremony in remem-

brance of the Janesville 

Tank Company and the 

Janesville 99, veterans 

who were subjected to 

the Bataan Death March 

during World War II, is 

scheduled to begin at 

7 p.m. Sunday at the cor-

ner of Milwaukee and 

Franklin streets down-

town, where the city’s 

Spirit of the Ameri-

can Doughboy statue is 

located.

Memorial Day  
observations  

set across region
Places big and small 

to hold parades, 
ceremonies

NO PAPER MONDAY
Because of the 

Memorial Day holiday, 
The Gazette will not be 
delivered Monday.

Turn to MEMORIAL on Page 6A

Turn to BIKE on Page 3A
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