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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
39°/31°

Cloudy, a shower  
in the p.m.

FRIDAY
39°/24°

Cloudy, a bit  
of snow and rain

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 8A-9A

Man guilty in dog shooting
Dane County jurors 

Wednesday found an Evans-
ville man guilty of mistreating 
an animal for fatally shooting 
a dog he mistook for a coyote 
while hunting in a state wild-
life area in 2016. Kurt K. Raus-
ch, 35, also was acquitted on 
two charges: a second count of 
mistreating an animal involv-
ing a second dog he fatally shot 
and endangering the dog owner’s safety by use 
of a firearm.

SPORTS • 1B-4B

Should clean-up include QB?
Now that the Green Bay Packers 

are mathematically eliminated 
from the 2017 playoff picture, 
some think it’s time for an 

overhaul of the organiza-
tional chart (hello, Dom 
Capers). With quarter-
back Aaron Rodgers 

reaching his mid-30s, might 
the team dare consider a future without No. 12?
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Nation/World • 8B

With their tax bill ready to be 
signed into law, Republicans 
celebrate at the White House 
with President Donald Trump

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Daniel James Breitbach/Roscoe, Illinois
•Patricia Jo “Tish” Briggs/Janesville
•Ronald C. DeWitt/Janesville
•Lucille “Elma” Mayfield/Beloit
•Evelyn O’Connor/Delavan
•Armando R. Silva/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Roy A. Gudgeon Sr./Janesville
•Ruthann Henry McCue/Darien
•Thomas J. McManus/Delavan
•Sharon Stevens/Beloit

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
The Monterey Dam is shown from above earlier this 
year. The state Department of Natural Resources 
decided to withdraw grant dollars it awarded the 
city to help pay for the removal of the dam next year. 
The move comes amid the Monterey Dam Associa-
tion’s petition for judicial review of the DNR’s order 
to allow the dam’s removal. Story on Page 3A.

City’s plan to remove  
Monterey Dam hits snag
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Food & Drink • 8C

Livick: Tastes at 

Madison’s Mad Sea-

food Boiler make it 

worth getting messy
quick kicks

HOLIDAY

Dreaded threads

Bring out your ugliest attire 

for Rock County’s Original Ugly 

Sweater Party from 6 p.m. to 

midnight Saturday, Dec. 23, at The 

Venue, 37 S. Water St., Janesville.

Bring the kids for some 

family fun from 6 to 

8 p.m. For a small 

donation, kids 

can decorate 

cookies, make 

ornaments 

and have their 

picture taken 

with Santa.

Once the kids head home, 

patrons can come back for food 

and drinks, music by Versatile DJ 

Entertainment, silent auctions 

and raffles, live music by Pork 

Sword and The Dregs of Bower 

City, a photo booth and more.

Cost is $10 at the door, and 

price includes one tap beer, one 

basket raffle ticket and a door 

prize. Children are admitted free 

from 6 to 8 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Humane 

Society of Southern Wisconsin 

and Vets Roll. For more, visit “Rock 

County’s Original Ugly Sweater 

Party 2017” on Facebook.

FUNDRAISER

Do what you KANDU

Chipotle, 3515 Milton Ave., 

Suite, 105, Janesville, will host a 

“Cause An Effect” fundraiser to 

support KANDU Industries from 4 

to 8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 18.

During that time, Chipotle will 

donate half of all sales to KANDU, 

a nonprofit group that helps those 

with disabilities or disadvantages 

within the community. To qualify 

for donation, customers should 

bring in an event flier or mention 

the fundraiser to their servers.

For more information or to get 

a flier, call 608-755-4123.

THEATER

Get backstage

The theater/dance and music 

departments at UW-Whitewater 

are offering patrons a unique 

behind-the-scenes look at what 

goes into a stage production as 

it prepares to present “Street 

Scene” by Kurt Weill, Langston 

Hughes and Elmer Rice next year.

For $99 per per-

son, attendees 

will experience 

first read-

throughs of the 

script on Jan. 

16, discussions 

about set and cos-

tume design on Feb. 2, and 

the cast’s first seated run-through 

with the orchestra on Feb. 14. In 

addition, participants will receive 

tickets to their choice of shows on 

Feb. 25, Feb. 27, or March 1.

To register, visit UWW.edu, call 

262-472-2222 or visit the Green-

hill Center for the Arts box office 

on campus from 9:30 a.m. to 

4 p.m. weekdays. Space is limited 

to the first 30 people.

KIDS

Drop the puck!

Fans age 14-and-younger can 

ee the Janesville Jets face off with 

the Minnesota Magicians for free 

during the Jets Holiday Break 

Bash on Thursday, Dec. 28, at the 

Janesville Ice Arena, 821 Beloit 

Ave., Janesville.

In addition to the usual 

activities provided to 

fans at Jets games, 

the event—hosted 

by Rock Road—will 

feature face painting 

and party favors for kids. 

Doors open at 6 p.m., and the puck 

drops at 7 p.m.

For more, visit JanesvilleJets 

.com.

Editor’s Note: Kicks presents 20Q, a feature 

that introduces readers to people involved in 

the area’s arts and entertainment community. 

Compiled by kicks Editor Greg Little, each piece 

will include a short bio, photo and answers to 

questions that provide insight into not only that 

person’s artistic interests but also his or her 

unique personality.

Mary Alger

For the past 20 years, Alger has been owner 

of The Real Cheese Place—the building that 

resembles a Holstein cow at 

1334 Milton Ave., Janesville. 

In 1997, she bought the 

shop from her father, Roger 

Schumacher, who learned 

early in his life how to make 

cheese from some uncles who 

were natives of Switzerland.

Alger, who also has a 

brother and sister, actually 

lived in the cheese factory where her father 

worked until she was 6 years old. Her parents 

moved to Janesville after 

Roger took a job working at 

the General Motors plant 

here.
A graduate of Craig 

High School, Alger met her 

husband while the two were 

students at UW-Whitewater. 

The couple married and 

moved to San Diego, where 

they had their son, Ryan. 

Seven years later, they fam-

ily moved back to Janeville 

and added a daughter, 

Christina.

In running 

store today, 

Alger gets much 

of her invento-

ry from some of the same cheese 

factories her father used when he 

started out. The Real Cheese Place 

stocks fresh curds every Wednesday, 

and it ships cheese from October thru April, 

weather permitting.

To learn more about The Real Cheese Place, 

visit WisconsinCheese.com or search for “www.

wisconsincheese.com” on Facebook.
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By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—What better 

way to celebrate the future 

than to step into the past?

That’s the plan for New 

Year’s Eve at The Armory, which 

plans to usher in 2018 with a party 

reminiscent of those nearly 100 years 

ago. Party organizers are channel-

ing F. Scott Fitzgerald for a Roaring 

‘20s-style Gatsby party unlike any 

seen in Janesville before.

“New Year’s is a time to let your hair 

down and go all out,” said Brett Fra-

zier, who is involved in organizing 

the event. “We don’t want to do a 

New Year’s Eve party just to say we 

did one. We wanted to do something 

Turn to ALGER on Page 5C

Going 

Gatsby
Flappers, zoot suits to rule 

at Armory New Year’s Eve

Turn to GATSBY on Page 5C

INSIDE

The Armory plans 
a New Year’s party 
inspired by ‘The  
Great Gatsby .’/kicks

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Wednesday’s announcement that the defunct 

General Motors plant had been sold comes nearly 

nine years to the day after the last SUV rolled off the 

plant’s assembly lines on Dec. 23, 2008.

A few hours after he’d heard about the finalized 

sale of the 4.8-million-square-foot plant and its 300-

acre property, City Manager Mark Freitag told The 

Gazette he believed the news came at the right time.

“I think it’s kind of neat that the announcement 

of something this significant to the community is 

happening right at Christmas,” he said. “What a 

great Christmas gift for the community. We’ve got 

some closure, and we’re set to move forward as a 

‘We’ve got some closure’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
The former General Motors plant in Janesville, as photographed from a drone. Production at the 
plant stopped in 2008. City officials said they learned Wednesday that GM finalized a deal with 
a St. Louis company, Commercial Development Company, to buy the site.

Industrial redeveloper finalizes  
purchase of former GM plant

Turn to GM on Page 9A

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

N
eighbors of Jefferson 
Elementary School are 
accustomed to kids.

Kids riding bikes down the 

sidewalk. Kids shrieking their 

lungs out at recess. Kids—we’re 

sure it’s only a few—running 

willy-nilly across nearby yards 

on their way to school.

Wednesday was different.

On Wednesday, Jefferson 

second- and third-graders went 

from house to house distribut-

ing handmade Christmas cards 

to their neighbors.

If neighbors were lucky 

enough to be home for the 

delivery, a tidy mob of students 

would shriek “Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year!” at them. 

This was nice for the home-

owners—and anyone else in a 

five-block area who happened 

to need a Christmas greeting.

If no one was home, the kids 

taped the Christmas card to the 

Like a good neighbor

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Jefferson Elementary School third-graders Alisson Sanchez, from left, Gabby Rutledge, Jaydien Pal and Urta 
Gashi smile while wishing residents who live close to the school merry Christmas. Their class distributed 
homemade holiday cards to neighbors of the school Wednesday afternoon.

Jefferson School students make neighborly gesture

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

MADISON
Joseph Jakubowski argued angri-

ly and used foul language in a dia-
logue with a federal judge Wednes-

day.
Then the judge 

sentenced the 
Janesville man to 
14 years in prison.

U.S. District 
Judge William 
Conley also or-
dered Jakubowski 
to pay $16,942 in 
restitution to the 
owner of Arma-

geddon Supplies.
Jakubowski, 33, admitted during 

his jury trial in September he had 
burglarized the Janesville gun shop 
April 4, taking 18 firearms and two 
silencers.

Thirteen firearms and a silencer 
remain missing.

“That is a real danger to society,” 
Conley said.

“The defendant keeps telling the 
media and tells the court, ‘I’ll rob, 
I’ll steal. I’ll do anything I want,’” 
Conley said, and society needs to be 
protected from that.

The burglary, together with a 
lengthy manifesto Jakubowski 
mailed to President Donald Trump, 
which seemed to indicate he was 
willing to kill or be killed for his 
ideas, touched off a massive, 10-day 
manhunt.

Schools around southern Wis-
consin went on alert or were closed 
for two days, and churches were 
later put on alert because authori-
ties were concerned he would target 
those institutions.

About 160 local, state and fed-
eral law enforcement officers were 
assigned to the search, which made 
national headlines.

A wide-ranging argument be-
tween Jakubowski and Conley about 

Jakubowski 
to spend  
14 years  
in prison

Jakubowski

Expletive-laden dialogue 
precedes sentencing

By Andrew Taylor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

With a shutdown clock ticking toward a mid-

night Friday deadline, congressional Republicans 

scrambled Wednesday to finalize a must-pass 

spending bill. A major obstacle evaporated after 

key GOP senators dropped a demand to add health 

insurance subsidies for the poor.

The No. 2 House Republican, California Rep. 

Kevin McCarthy, said party leaders have scrapped 

plans to combine a short-term spending bill with 

$81 billion worth of disaster aid and a $658 billion 

Pentagon funding measure. Instead, Republicans 

are likely to schedule a separate vote on the disaster 

package, he said.

The strategy for averting a government shut-

down appeared to be coming into focus, though 

it looks like many items on Capitol Hill’s list of 

unfinished business could be pushed into next year. 

It also appears the upcoming short-term measure 

will fund the government through mid-January, 

giving lawmakers time next month to work out 

their leftover business.

“I think if this all comes together we can vote and 

leave,” McCarthy said in anticipation of a House 

Congress seeks deal to stop shutdown

Students give residents 
Christmas cards

Turn to CARDS on Page 5A

Turn to JAKUBOWSKI on Page 8A

Friday deadline has parties rushing 
to craft satisfactory spending bill

Turn to SHUTDOWN on Page 8A

Rausch


