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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Kevin “Louie” Alwin
•James E. Brown
•Helen Cleland
•Ruth F. Collins

•Joseph C. Greene
•Gerald Keith “Jerry” Peckham
•Jeanne T. Spoo

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 32  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 7A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Edgerton artist Nancy Platner paints a wreath on the glass in front of a neon beer light while decorating the windows of Whiskey Ranch 
Bar & Grill in Janesville on Thursday. Platner is also the artist who painted the large American flag mural on the exterior wall of the 
same restaurant.

Window dressing

By Shannon Pettypiece,  

Chris Strohm and Justin Sink

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON

Robert Mueller has for the first 

time publicly connected Donald 

Trump’s presidential campaign and 

business to the Russian government, 

adding a significant new chapter to 

the special counsel’s ongoing inves-

tigation into Russian efforts to inter-

fere in the 2016 elections.

In a guilty plea Thursday, Trump’s 

former lawyer and fixer Michael 

Cohen admitted that he spoke with 

Trump and Russian officials as late 

as June 2016—a month before Trump 

officially accepted the Republican 

presidential nomination—about a 

potential business deal in Moscow 

that Cohen told Congress had ended 

months earlier.

Here are the key takeaways from 

Cohen’s guilty plea for lying to Con-

gress:

It ties Trump to Russia  
during the campaign

Mueller’s “criminal information” 

filing lays out multiple exchanges be-

tween Cohen, real estate developer 

Felix Sater and Russian government 

officials about a proposed Trump tow-

er development in Moscow.

While the deal never went through, 

conversations about it between Co-

hen, Trump, his family and at least 

one campaign official came as Russia 

was in the midst of a sophisticated 

plan to meddle in the U.S. election 

that American intelligence agencies 

found was intended to hurt Democrat 

Hillary Clinton and ultimately to help 

Trump win.

“This is enormous,” said Mimi 

Rocah, a former federal prosecutor. 

“We’re seeing financial motives and 

financial entanglements with a for-

eign power who interfered in our 

elections.”

Cohen discussed the Moscow tow-

er project with Trump at least four 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Jim Grafft has signed off on an agree-

ment for repairs the city requires to bring 
the Monterey Hotel back from the brink of 
demolition.

According to documents obtained by 
The Gazette, Grafft on Wednesday signed a 
compliance agreement for repairs the city 
ordered to the iconic, six-story hotel down-
town. The city placed the Monterey under 
a raze-or-repair order in September.

The city had given Grafft until Wednes-
day to agree to a six-month deadline to make 
a slew of fixes, including work to mend the 
building’s roof, fixes to the building’s crum-
bling exterior and repairs to internal struc-
tural supports in a one-story section of the 
building.

City property inspections suggest sup-
ports in the one-story section have been 
damaged by water infiltration to the point 
that part of the historic building could be 
at risk of collapse.

City inspections show the roof has leaked 
chronically, damaging the interior of the 
building, including metal structural sup-
ports. The roof must be repaired by May 
31, according to the agreement.

Grafft has until July 31 to fix structural 
supports in the building, according to the 
agreement.

If Grafft makes good on the fixes and 
adheres to timelines the city has laid out, 

New plea provides some clarity
Cohen admits lying about Trump’s pursuit of Moscow tower deal

Associated Press
Michael Cohen walks out of federal court in New York on 
Thursday after pleading guilty to lying to Congress about 
work he did on a failed project to build a Trump Tower in Rus-
sia. Cohen, President Donald Trump’s former lawyer, told the 
judge he lied about the timing of the negotiations and other 
details to be consistent with Trump’s ‘political message.’Turn to PLEA on Page 7A

Grafft, city 
reach deal 
on starting 
hotel fixes

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Republican lawmakers 

are considering passing a 

bill guaranteeing access to 

health insurance for people 

with pre-existing conditions 

as part of a lame-duck legis-

lative session next week that 

could also include measures 

to weaken Wisconsin’s Dem-

ocratic Gov.-elect Tony Evers.

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald and Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos have been 

in discussions on exactly what 

will be taken up in the session, 

designed to give outgoing Gov. 

Scott Walker once last chance 

to sign bills into law.

In an emailed newsletter 

late Thursday, Vos confirmed 

that the pre-existing condi-

tions issue would be on the 

agenda. He noted that the As-

sembly passed such a bill last 

year; it stalled in the Senate.

Vos didn’t 
specify what 
else would 
be part of the 
session.

Other ideas 
being consid-
ered include 
moving the 
2020 pres-
idential primary election, 
limiting Evers’ ability to ap-
point members of the state 
economic development agen-
cy, restricting the governor’s 
rule-making powers, enacting 
work requirements for Medic-

aid recipients 

and enshrin-

ing in law 

rules related 

to Wisconsin’s 

voter photo ID 

mandate.

R e p u b -

licans want 

to move the 

presidential primary because 

of expected high Democratic 

turnout that would make it 

harder for conservative Su-

preme Court Justice Dan Kelly 

GOP ready to advance health care protection bill

Monterey Hotel owner  
chooses ‘repair’ over ‘raze’

Turn to HOTEL on Page 7A

STATE LEGISLATURE 

LAME-DUCK SESSION

VosFitzgerald

Turn to LAME DUCK on Page 6A

Run, run reindeer
Janesville bringing group of reindeer to city for 

this weekend’s Jolly Jingle celebration. Page 6A

Verona tops Parker
The Wildcats picked up 

their first win of the 

season against  

the Vikings on 

Thursday night. 

Page 1B

Ryan in retirement
Rep. Paul Ryan discusses his post-retirement 

plans with The Washington Post. Page 2A
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