
Gazette
The

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF LOCAL JOURNALISM

Thursday, November 19, 2020 • $1.50

Classified . . . . . 6B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .3A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . . . . .6B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .7B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .4B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dorothy E. (Lukas) Kurtz
•Susan K. Polky
•Kenneth F. Schmeling
•Barbara J. Secord
•Peighton A. Smiley
•Doris Schindel Zahn

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 63 | Low 46  

Windy with  
periods of sun

More on 7A
©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Ready to enroll
Lincoln Academy, a new 

charter school under 

construction in Beloit, will 

begin enrolling students 

for 2021-22 school year  

in February. Page 3A

Vaccine progress
Pfizer said Wednesday it could 

file for an emergency-use  

authorization from the  

US government for its  

coronavirus vaccine candidate 

in a matter of days. Page 6B

quick kicks
HOLIDAY

Outdoor warmth

Due to limitations caused by 

COVID-19, the Rock County His-

torical Society will present its 

annual Holiday Tree Show out-

doors for the first time at the 

RCHS campus, 440 N. Jack-

son St., Janesville.

The show, which is 

free and open to the 

public, will fea-

ture more than 100 

fresh-cut, dec-

orated trees. 

Visitors are 

invited to drive 

by or walk through the tree 

collection, which will be lit from 

Nov. 27-Jan. 5.

Businesses, nonprofits and 

individuals are invited to spon-

sor trees at a cost of $100 per 

8-foot tree. Sponsors can choose 

how to light the trees, but LED 

lighting is required. Sponsors 

also can place signs next to their 

trees if they desire.

To reserve a tree or for more 

information on sponsorship, visit 

rchs.us/holiday-trees, email 

tmaahs@rchs.us or call 608-

756-4509, ext. 301. Trees will be 

available on a first-come, first-

served basis, and the deadline is 

Wednesday, Nov. 25.

FILM

‘Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah’

Get in touch with your inner 

Griswold during a screening of  

“National Lampoon’s Christ-

mas Vaca-

tion” at 
8 p.m. 

Wednesday, 

Nov. 25, at the 

kicks
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In ‘Living’
Some players are balking at video 

game producers’ claims that they 

need to increase prices. Page 3Ckicks

is planned to be a hybrid and watch as their vehi- keep a festival somewhat 

live.”

Bringing back BIFF
Beloit International Film Festival organizers discuss drive-in movies and more

BIFF adjusts
Organizers of the Beloit 

International Film  

Festival are exploring 

ways to make screenings 

more pandemic-friendly. 

kicks, inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The West Court Street commer-

cial district is dangerous but could 

be improved if the city gets federal 

funding for improvements, city offi-

cials said in a virtual public forum 

on Monday night.

A stretch of Court Street from 

Waveland Road to Pearl Street saw 

164 crashes, including two deaths, 

over five years, according to a 2018 

study.

That rate was more than double 

the statewide average for urban arte-

rial streets, according to the city.

Those crashes caused 20 injuries, 
one of them incapacitating.

The project still has a long way to 
go, with work on the 1.3-mile stretch 
beginning in 2025, if the funding 
comes through, said Ahna Bizjak, 
senior engineer for the city.

Improvements would turn the 
four-lane street between Wave-
land Road and Pearl Street to two 

Court Street alterations on city’s agenda

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Parker High School freshman Kenny Bult, right, and friend Robert Nolan try out skateboarding tricks inside the parking 
ramp in downtown Janesville on Wednesday afternoon.

On the flip side

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County Clerk Lisa 

Tollefson rested easier 

Wednesday after finding 

out no recount of the presi-

dential election would take 

place in the county.

Tollefson and her staff 

listened to angry phone 

calls in recent days from 

people who were wrongly 

led to believe the county 

had gotten the results 

wrong.

At the same time, 

Tollefson had to prepare for 

a recount in case one was 

requested.

Asked if those who had 

spread the false informa-

tion should apologize, 

Tollefson replied, “That 

would be nice.”

She had not heard any 

apologies as of midday 

Rock County 
spared recount

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Supporters of President Donald Trump gather at the corner 
of Parker Drive and Milwaukee Street in downtown Janesville 
on Wednesday. The Trump campaign on Wednesday formally 
requested a recount in Dane and Milwaukee counties.

Four lanes could be cut  
to two on west-side street

Clerk: Apologies ‘would be nice’  
after spread of misinformation

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

The Milton School District 

will close schools to in-person 

education for the rest of the year 

after Thanksgiving break, but 

the Janesville School District will 

close only its high schools and 

middle schools, leaving elemen-

tary schools open.

The Milton and Janesville 

school boards made those deci-

sions Wednesday in an effort 

to prevent further outbreaks of 

COVID-19.

All Milton schools will pivot to 

virtual learning beginning Nov. 

30 and stay virtual through Jan. 

15. In Janesville, high school and 

middle school students will pivot 

to virtual learning for the same 

amount of time, while elementary 

students will continue learning in 

person.

Teachers are expected to teach 

from their classrooms, regardless 

of the delivery model.

“They (school board) worked 

really hard to try to strike a bal-

ance between the important safety 

issues right now as it relates to 

the pandemic, while also staying 

mindful of the fact that students 

need to have their educational, 

social, mental and emotional 

needs met,” Janesville Superin-

tendent Steve Pophal said.

Several Janesville School 

Board members voiced concerns 

about elementary students trying 

to learn virtually and the need for 

parents to find child care. Because 

no changes were made, the board 

did not vote on the elementary 

schools plan.

Officials from both districts 

said they hope the decisions will 

help slow the spread of COVID-19, 

which is advancing across Rock 

County. The decisions are consis-

tent with guidance released by 

the Rock County Public Health 

Department on Monday.

The school board votes came 

one day after some Rock County 

school boards made similar deci-

sions and two rejected the coun-

ty’s guidance. The Edgerton and 

Clinton school districts will pivot 

to virtual education, while the 

Evansville and Parkview districts 

will not.

The county health depart-

ment recommended Monday 

that school districts should pivot 

to virtual learning through the 

holidays.

Health officials expressed 

RELATED
• Two counties to recount 

votes: President Donald Trump’s 
campaign will pay for Dane, Milwaukee 
counties to recount their votes./2A

RELATED
• Games on: Despite the Janesville 

School Board’s decision to put middle and high 
schools online, members voted to allow winter 
high school sports seasons./1B
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Schools opt for virtual instruction
Janesville middle,  

high schools going 
online until Jan. 15
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