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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 63 | Low 44  
Cloudy and windy
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Warhawks ready 

for WIAC play
UW-Whitewater’s football 

team opens its conference 

schedule Saturday against 

UW-Eau Claire. Page 1B

New flavor
Amid growing 

competition, Noon 

Kiwanis Club makes 

changes to its annual 

craft beer festival. 

kicks, inside

New buses 

en route
Janesville Transit 

System adding 

new vehicles to 

its fleet this fall. 
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By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

D
uring one of his family 
trips to Mexico that he 
loved so much, Christian 
D. Valdez saw bags of con-

fetti sitting in a store.

Then it hit him—a confetti party. 

He wanted to have his family rain 

confetti on him as he came down 

the stairs of his Whitewater home.

So to celebrate his seventh birth-

day in April, Christian’s family 

made his wish reality—at a party 

35 or 40 family members showered 

him in confetti “like there was no 

tomorrow,” said Christian’s cousin, 

Oscar Valadez-Valdez.

“I remember him coming down 

and just taking it all in because 

every one of us that was there was 

there for that moment,” Oscar said. 

“Ana, his mom, told us that he was 

really, really happy, that he told her 

that’s the happiest moment of his 

life.”

Christian’s seventh birthday was 

his last.

On Wednesday about five 

months after the confetti party, 

Christian’s family gathered again. 

This time, it was for a Mass of 

Christian burial at St. Patrick Cath-

olic Church.

The service was a half-mile from 

‘Always smiling 
... always happy’

St. Patrick Catholic Church via Facebook
Christian Valdez, 7, of Whitewater, died Sunday from injuries he suffered when he 
was hit by an ATV. His family remembers him for his smile.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A single drop of water gathers on a blade of grass as rain continued in the Janesville area Wednesday. 
Overcast skies will remain through Saturday with a chance of more showers that day before clearing 
out for the start of next week. More weather information on Page 7A.

Another drop in the bucket

Christian Valdez, 7, remembered as ‘bright light’

Neighbors hope  
improvement lasts

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

DARIEN

The odor emanating from 

the Birds Eye food process-

ing plant in Darien has 

drawn complaints for years, 

but residents and a com-

pany official said Wednesday 

night that the smell has been 

less noticeable this year.

Birds Eye was due to 

re-apply for a Wisconsin pol-

lutant discharge elimination 

system permit, which allows 

it to discharge wastewater 
from the plant at W8880 
County X. At least five resi-
dents petitioned the state for 
a hearing to explain the con-
ditions of the proposed per-
mit and the odor. The state 
hosted the meeting.

Ian Hansen, a wastewa-
ter engineer with the Wis-
consin Department of Nat-
ural Resources who drafted 
the permit, said it doesn’t 
regulate smell and instead 
focuses on wastewater reg-
ulation and practices.

Locals and the company’s 
site leader agreed the smell 
has improved.

“We’ve done a lot of 

Trade watchdog allows 
$7.5 billion in duties  

over Airbus-Boeing rift

By Paul Wiseman and Jamey Keaten

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Trump administration plans 

to impose tariffs on $7.5 billion 

worth of European imports—from 

gouda cheese to single-malt whis-

key to large aircraft—beginning 

Oct. 18 to retaliate against illegal 

European Union subsidies for avi-

ation giant Airbus.

The latest escalation in the 

administration’s tariffs will open a 

new chapter in the trade wars that 

are depressing the world economy 

and heightening fears of a global 

recession. It comes just as the Trump 

administration is in the midst of try-

ing to negotiate a resolution to its 

high-stakes trade war with China.

The administration received 

a green light for its latest import 

taxes Wednesday from the World 

Trade Organization, which ruled 

that the United States could impose 

the tariffs as retaliation for illegal 

aid that the 28-country EU gave to 

Airbus in its competition with its 

American rival Boeing.

US plans tariffs on EU goods

Associated Press
The World Trade Organization ruled the United States can impose tariffs on up 
to $7.5 billion worth of goods from the European Union as retaliation for illegal 
subsidies to European plane-maker Airbus.

Residents, company 
agree Birds Eye has 
reduced plant odors
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