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By Noah Bierman, Eli Stokols  

and Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump, 

declaring himself a “president of 

law and order” threatened Mon-

day to deploy the military to cit-

ies where, he said, governors and 

local officials have “failed to take 

necessary action” to end civil 

unrest.
“These are not acts of peaceful 

protest,” Trump declared during a 
brief speech in the White House 
Rose Garden, referring to the 
demonstrations and sometimes 
violent acts that have broken out 
in dozens of major cities. “These 
are acts of domestic terror.”

Trump said he was dispatch-
ing “thousands and thousands of 
heavily armed soldiers, military 
personnel and law enforcement 

officers” to end civil unrest.
Even as he declared himself 

an ally of legitimate protesters, 
police fired tear gas into peaceful 
crowds near the White House and 
advanced on horseback. Report-
ers in the Rose Garden could hear 
booms in the background.

Once police and National 
Guard units cleared Lafayette 
Park just north of the White 
House of demonstrators, Trump, 
in a show of force, walked across 

it to the historic St. John’s Episco-
pal Church, which was damaged 
in fires Sunday night.

A phalanx of Secret Service 
agents surrounded Trump as he 
crossed the park to the church. 
Police stood guard on deserted 
streets, and helicopters buzzed 
overhead.

Attorney General William Barr, 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper 
and chief of staff Mark Meadows 
were among the high-ranking 

officials with Trump.

The made-for-TV confronta-

tion fit Trump’s admiration for 

strongmen in other countries. 

But his move was likely to spark 

fear and anger among many 

Americans who have taken to the 

streets, potentially escalating the 

tense situation in many of Amer-

ica’s cities.

Trump’s bellicose language, in 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Years ago, a Janesville police lieu-

tenant was reviewing a report after 
a May 2015 incident.

While dealing with a suspect, an 
officer had placed his knee near the 
suspect’s head and used “inappro-
priate comments,” said Janesville 
Police Chief Dave Moore. The officer 
moved his knee after the suspect was 
in handcuffs.

Moore pointed out this incident 
during an interview Monday because 
he said it was the only time in recent 
years that came to mind when Janes-
ville police deemed a use-of-force 
incident unjustified.

The infraction wasn’t reported 
by a citizen or the suspect, who 
Moore said had “minor scrapes” and 
declined medical treatment.

It was the lieutenant who caught—
and reported—the behavior, which 
led to a verbal and written warning.

“We talk about that in our ethical 
interventions. It’s ethically improper 
to not intercede (when another offi-
cer is acting improper),” Moore said 
Monday. “We don’t allow profes-
sional bystanders.”

Police accountability has been 
a major theme from activists and 
other members of the public out-
raged at the recent death of George 
Floyd, the black Minneapolis man 
who died after former officer Derek 
Chauvin knelt on his neck for nearly 

nine minutes.

Chauvin, who is white, was fired, 

arrested and charged with third-de-

gree murder and manslaughter—

consequences that are rare after 

police kill others while on the job.

Moore and other Rock County law 

enforcement officials spoke out pub-

licly, coming out to various degrees 

against the actions Chauvin was vid-

eotaped doing.

“What we witnessed was not 

some type of ques-

tionable police activ-

ity,” Moore wrote in 

a letter posted to the 

department’s Face-

book page Friday. 

“What we witnessed 

was a crime.”

Milton Police 

Chief Scott Mar-

quardt wrote in a 

Saturday Facebook 

post, saying he con-

demned the “murder-

ous actions” that took 

Floyd from his family 

and that his depart-

ment demanded jus-

tice for the family.

Sheriff Troy Knud-

son during an inter-

view did not go as far as to definitively 

say Chauvin’s actions on video were a 

crime. He wrote on the sheriff ’s office 

Local authorities  
respond to slaying

Knudson

Marquardt

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A dozen people stood in Courthouse Park 

along Janesville’s Main Street on Monday and 

protested what happened to George Floyd, a 

Minneapolis man killed by a police officer May 

25.

Among them was the organizer, Nathan 

Moon of Janesville, who said the video of 

Floyd’s death led him to a realization that he 

was wrong to hold racism in his heart.

Moon, 29, is a father and husband who 

works at the Dollar General distribution facil-

ity and who wears his Christianity for all to see.

He spoke passionately at the peaceful gath-

ering, shouting at passing motorists, some of 

whom sounded their horns in support of signs 

the protesters held, including “No justice, no 

peace” and “I can’t breathe.”

Moon and another protester lay on the 

ground and chanted “I can’t breathe,” words 

uttered by Floyd before he died.

Eight people, some of them passersby, 

joined the protest when they saw the signs. 

Change  
of heart

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Nathan Moon delivers an anti-racism message during a demonstration in downtown Janesville.

At small protest, Janesville man 
describes way Floyd video  

suddenly altered his worldview

Sheriff, area police chiefs 
condemn Floyd killing

RELATED
• Janesville’s approach: Janesville 

Police Department Chief Dave Moore describes 
how the department tries to build the right  cul-
ture./6A

Trump issues military threat
He says if states don’t crack down on protests, government will send ‘heavily armed’ reinforcements

Turn to THREAT on Page 5A

Turn to LOCAL on Page 5A

Turn to CHANGE on Page 5A

RELATED
• Autopsies conclude death was a homicide: 

The Hennepin County Medical Examiner’s Office and a private 
pathologist both concluded George Floyd’s death was a homi-
cide./5B

• Brother urges calm: Terrence Floyd, George’s 
brother, pleaded with protesters for peace in the streets one 
week after George died during a police encounter./5B

Eatery on hold
The man who wanted to 

open a new restaurant in 

downtown put his plans 

on hold because of the 

slowed-down economy. 

Page 4A

Back to Lambeau
The Packers are slowly 

reopening Lambeau Field 

as the NFL prepares to 

allow players to reunite 

with teams. Page 1B

Candidates file
Monday was the filing 

deadline for those who are 

running for elected office in 

primary elections in August 

or the general election in 

November. Pages 2A, 3A
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