
Monday, June 28, 2021 • $1.50

Classified . . . . . 5B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .8A

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . . . . .4B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .5A

Puzzles . . . . . . . . . . .8B

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Advice . . . . . . . . . . . .5B

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Donald J. Andersen
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•Maria Gamboa Bueno
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 76 | Low 68  

Humid  
with a shower  
and t-storm
More on 7A

Seeking answers
Families of those still  

missing after the collapse of 

a high-rise condo in South 

Florida gathered at the site 

as the search for survivors 

continued. Page 4B

Fire accidental
Authorities said in a news 

release that the fire at the 

Chemtool plant in Rockton, 

Illinois, started after a pipe 

carrying mineral oil was 

ruptured. Page 3A

Fabulous finish
Khris Middleton scored 20 of his 

38 points in the fourth quarter of 

Milwaukee’s 113-102 win over 

the Atlanta Hawks that put the 

Bucks up 2-1 in the Eastern 

Conference Finals. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A man accused of killing his 

97-year-old relative June 21 told peo-
ple he saw demons and had “killed 
a saint,” according 
to a criminal com-
plaint issued in 
Rock County Court 
on Friday.

Jamie B. Beggs, 
37, is charged with 
first-degree inten-
tional homicide in 
the death of Kath-
leen Beggs of 11104 
W. Mineral Point Road, town of 
Center.

At an initial court appearance 
Friday, Assistant District Attorney 
Alex Goulart said Jamie, who was 
living with Kathleen at the time of 
her death, is now homeless.

The criminal complaint said the 
medical examiner determined that 
Kathleen died of “sharp-force injury 
of the neck and manual strangula-
tion.”

The complaint does not say what 
kind of sharp object was used.

Court commissioner Stephen 
Meyer imposed a $100,000 cash 
bond and said he didn’t expect 
Jamie would be able to post it.

Two relatives asked the court to 

impose an even higher bond, saying 

the grievous offense warranted it.

“My grandmother was the only 

person that saw good in Jamie, and 

he destroyed her,” said a woman 

appearing in the livestreamed hear-

ing, identified as Kate Fitzgerald.

“I understand that someone is 

innocent until proved guilty, but 

with his history of violence and not 

showing up to court, I feel bond 

should be set upwards of $250,000, 

and I spoke to several family mem-

bers, and they agree,” Fitzgerald 

said.

A man identified as Ryan Beggs 

said he agreed.

“What difference does it make 

if it’s $100,000 or $250,000, except 

for what it looks like in the news-

paper,” state public defender Frank 

Raff argued. “He has no money to 

post and will be in custody until the 

case is over if the judge sets cash 

bail.”

Raff suggested the district attor-

ney’s office preferred an “insanely 

high” bail to ensure Beggs would 

not be released instead of going 

through the more complicated and 

difficult procedure to ask a judge to 

hold him without bail.

Goulart had argued that 

$100,000 was justified because 

Jamie had failed to make court 

appearances in the past, he has 

a criminal record that includes 

domestic violence, the offense was 

very violent, he had no stable res-

idence and because the state’s case 

is so strong.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

Health officials across 

Rock County are reaching 

out to underserved and 

vulnerable populations to 

ensure everyone has access 

to the COVID-19 vaccine.

Health and commu-

nity organization officials 

say the local response to 

address demographic dis-

parities regarding vacci-

nation ultimately helped 

boost vaccinations, but 

they stressed work needs to 

continue to reach vulnera-

ble individuals as uptake of 

immunizations continues 

to fall in the stateline area.

In Rock County, 48.6% 

of residents (79,456 peo-

ple) have received at least 

one vaccine dose and 44% 

of residents (71,947 peo-

ple) have completed vac-

cination as of Wednesday, 

according to the Wiscon-

sin Department of Health 

Services.

A breakdown of vac-

cinations by race shows 

45.5% of people vacci-

nated in Rock County are 

white, 42.2% are Asian, 

22.3% are Native Amer-

ican and 22% are Black, 

DHS data shows. In terms 

of an ethnic breakdown, 

46.5% of Rock County res-

idents who received one 

dose identified as non-His-

panic while 30.1% identi-

fied as Hispanic. In 6.5% 

of all Rock County vacci-

nations, no race informa-

tion was reported and in 

3.4% of vaccinations a per-

son’s race was recorded as 

“other.”

Rock County Health 

Department spokesper-

son Jessica Turner said the 

effort to improve vaccine 
distribution to vulnerable 
populations was ongoing.

“We have had success 
in reaching homebound 
populations and continu-
ing to work with employ-
ers and community groups 
to get vulnerable popula-
tions access to the vaccine,” 
Turner said.

Turner cited data that 
showed 3% of Black resi-
dents in Rock County were 
fully vaccinated in January 
with the figure jumping to 
12% by the end of May. The 
same can be said for the 
Latino population in Rock 
County as 2% were fully 
vaccinated in January and 
by the end of May the figure 
had jumped to 17%.

“This increase is prom-
ising, but we are still work-
ing on reducing the dispar-
ity we are seeing in vac-
cination rates by race,” 
Turner said. “We continue 
to see vaccination coverage 
disparities between White 
and Hispanic, Latino and 
African American popula-
tions, but these trends are 
encouraging.”

A closer look at the 
overall vaccine uptake by 
various age groups shows 
85.1% of Rock County res-
idents 65 and older have 
received at least one vac-
cination dose; 66.9% of all 
people between the ages 
of 55 and 64; 56.1% of peo-
ple age 45 to 54; 52.1% of 
all people between the ages 
of 35 and 44; 41.8% of all 
people between the ages 
25 and 34; 41.7% of people 
18 to 24; 35.6% of those 16 
and 17; and 26.3% of those 
between the ages of 12 and 
15, DHS data shows.

The job 
continues

Brad Allen/Adams Publishing Group
Shirley Williams, left, looks on as clinic volunteer Charlotte 
Smith prepares a vial containing COVID-19 vaccine at New 
Zion Baptist Church in Beloit in April.

Grandson charged  
in woman’s death

J. Beggs

By Zeke Miller

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
A bipartisan deal to invest 

nearly $1 trillion in the nation’s 
infrastructure appeared to be 
back on track Sunday after a 
stark walk-back by President Joe 
Biden to his earlier insistence 
that the bill be coupled with an 
even larger Democrat-backed 
measure in order to earn his sig-
nature.

Republican senators who bro-
kered the agreement with the 
White House and Democrats to 
fund badly needed investments 
in roads, bridges, water and 
broadband internet indicated 
they were satisfied with Biden’s 
comments that he was dropping 
the both-or-nothing approach. 
In a statement issued Satur-
day after 48 hours of behind-
the-scenes maneuvering by the 
White House to salvage the deal, 
Biden said it was not his “intent” 
to suggest he was issuing a veto 
threat on the bill.

That proved to be enough for 

After crack, 
bipartisan 
bridge gets 

rebuilt
Remarks raised doubt 
on infrastructure deal, 

but GOP reassured

County organizations still pushing  
to maximize COVID-19 vaccine rate

Kathleen Beggs, 97, 
found dead in garage  

in town of Center home

Turn to JOB on Page 7A
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Janesville Aqua Jays member Brandon Schleicher flies through the air Saturday during the men’s freestyle event of the 
Mercury Marine Show Ski Open held at Traxler Park in Janesville.

Rock Aqua Jays take flight
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