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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | LAW ENFORCEMENT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » KEMAH

Galveston County Sheriff’s 
Office deputies were patrolling 

the streets of Ke-
mah on Tuesday, 
and when peo-
ple called 911 
in Kemah and 
Hitchcock, it was 
sheriff’s office dis-
patchers who an-
swered the phone.

The sheriff’s 
office took over 

some police duties in two of the 
Galveston County’s smallest cit-
ies after confirmed COVID-19 
infections required some em-
ployees in Hitchcock and Kemah 
to stay away from work, Galves-
ton County Sheriff Henry Tro-
chesset said.

Deputies were performing po-

lice patrol duties 
in Kemah and 
dispatch duties 
for Kemah and 
Hitchcock, Tro-
chesset said.

At least one 
police officer 
in Kemah test-
ed positive for 
C O V I D - 1 9 , 
which forced 
everyone who 
works in the po-
lice department 
there to also quar-
antine and seek 
testing, Troches-
set said.

Kemah Mayor 
Terri Gale confirmed the entire 
police department staff — 13 of-
ficers — was being tested as a pre-
cautionary measure and that the 

HOLIDAY | FIREWORKS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Public fireworks shows 
around Galveston County are 
canceled, but that doesn’t mean 
that skies won’t be lit up with 
frequently illegal amateur pro-
ductions during this weekend’s 
Fourth of July holiday.

Fireworks sales are going 
strong at the stands that dot 
unincorporated parts of Galves-

ton County, while officials say 
they hope visitors and residents 
behave responsibly with their 
store-bought explosives.

Donna Reed, the owner of 
Blast Fireworks, a stand with lo-
cations in Hitchcock and Santa 
Fe, said people have been shop-
ping for fireworks in consistent 
numbers since the stand opened 
for business June 24. She expect-
ed sales would grow even more 
as the holiday approaches.

Stands like Reed’s don’t sell the 

same commercial-grade fire-
works used in large, professional 
firework shows. Still, some peo-
ple who have gone to the stand 
this year said they were, at least 
in part, motivated by the lack of 
fireworks in the area, Reed said.

“Things are going quite well, 
I think people are looking to do 
outdoor activities,” Reed said. “A 
little bit is due to public shows 
being canceled and people 

Sheriff steps in as 
COVID-19 strikes  
small departments
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COVID-19 has forced businesses to sanitize workplaces  
from top to toe. What exactly goes on when a company  

opts for professional cleaning?

COMING SOON

As cities cancel shows,  
fireworks sales are booming

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Danett Wright works behind the counter at the Blast Fireworks stand on FM 1764 in Santa Fe on 
Tuesday.

SPORTS | DOG TRACK CLOSURE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

After nearly 30 years, the dog 
racing track Gulf Greyhound 
Park has shut down operations 
for good, officials with the orga-
nization confirmed Tuesday, cit-

ing a decline in interest.
“We regret having to make this 

decision but feel that it is in the 
best interest of our company,” 
Sally Briggs, general manager of 
Gulf Greyhound Park, said in a 
prepared statement.

MARITIME | WILDLIFE HEALTH

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

Dolphins might face danger-
ous health consequences after 
heavy rains like those during 
Hurricane Harvey or other big 
storms, a recent study found.

The implications of the dol-
phins’ health are important to 
understanding the overall eco-
system of the Galveston Bay and 
to assessing how humans could 
change the bay environment,  
researchers said.

Freshwater from storms could  
hurt bay dolphin health

GALVESTON BAY DOLPHIN RESEARCH PROGRAM/Courtesy
Dolphins in Galveston Bay could face health problems after 
heavy rains cause large influxes of freshwater.

Steep decline in 
business closes Gulf 

Greyhound Park

STUART  

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Greyhounds 
round a corner 
during a race 
at Gulf Grey-
hound Park in La 
Marque. The race 
track was shut-
tered Tuesday for 
lack of interest, 
officials said.
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