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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | FESTIVALS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The sun shone as visitors 
strolled along The Strand on Sat-
urday during the Galveston Is-
land Shrimp Festival, one of the 

first big downtown festivals to 
return since the pandemic halted 
special events last year.

It was a good sign for organiz-
ers moving forward with events 
that bring many thousands of 

GOVERNMENT | FLOOD INSURANCE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

P
eople fearing big changes 
in their flood insurance 
rates got a reprieve from 

Congress on Thursday.
As part of a vote to contin-

ue funding the government 
through Dec. 3, Congress also 
passed an extension of the cur-
rent version of the National 
Flood Insurance Program.

The extension gives people in 
Galveston County, and around 

the country, 
more time to 
come to grips 
with a new flood 
insurance pro-
gram that could 
mean savings for 
many and price 
hikes for some 
others.

Friday was supposed to be the 
day FEMA, which manages the 
flood insurance program, be-
gins implementing new insur-
ance premium rates through a 
system called Risk Rating 2.0.

The system is supposed to 
charge premiums to the pro-
gram’s policyholders based on 
the flood risk of their individu-
al homes, rather than by using 
a system based on maps and 
the likelihood of a geographic 
area flooding during a 100-year 
storm.

For most people in Galves-
ton County, the change would 
mean a modest rate hike, ac-
cording to FEMA estimates. For 
a small group of people, the new 

After 13 
years, the 
trolleys 

have 
come 

back to 
Galveston.

Islander works 
to fill hole in the 

bagel market while 
Galveston also gets its 

first Asian market. Read 
all about it and more in 
Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

Risk 2.0 not your grandfather’s  
flood insurance rates

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News file photo
Bayou Vista resident Tami Inman’s flood insurance premiums might increase to about $5,000 a 
year, six times the current rate, under the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s new risk 
assessment system.
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Festival season  
returns, along with  
old apprehensions
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Houston res-
ident Joel 
Holder sports a 
shrimp-shaped 
hat at the 2021 
Galveston Island 
Shrimp Festival 
in downtown 
Galveston on 
Saturday.

LAW ENFORCEMENT | DEPARTMENT GOALS

By EMMA COLLINS
The Daily News

 » KEMAH

Less than a month into his 
tenure, Kemah’s new police chief 
has released a plan designed to 
transform his department into a 
model public safety organization.

Chief Holland 
Jones’ plan, called 
“The Stop, Walk, 
Talk, Listen and 
Learn Tour,” is 
broken down 
into 10 goals, 

New top cop unveils 
plan for department’s 

transformation

HOLLAND 
JONES
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MEDICINE | COLD AND FLU SEASON

By LAURAN NEERGAARD
Associated Press

Amid all the focus on 
COVID-19 vaccinations, U.S. 
health experts have another plea: 

Don’t skip your flu shot.
Flu cases have dropped to his-

torically low levels during the 
pandemic. The United States and 

GOVERNMENT | FEDERAL FUNDING LEGISLATION

By KEVIN FREKING

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

With only hours to spare, 
President Joe Biden on Thurs-
day evening signed legislation 
that would avoid a partial feder-

al shutdown and keep the gov-
ernment funded through Dec. 
3. Congress had passed the bill 
earlier Thursday.

The back-to-back votes by 
the Senate and then the House 
averted one crisis, but delays on 
another continue as the political 

parties dig in on a dispute over 
how to raise the government’s 
borrowing cap before the Unit-
ed States risks a potentially cat-
astrophic default.

The House approved the 

It’s flu vaccine time, even if 
you’ve had your COVID shots

Biden signs bill to avert partial  
government shutdown
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