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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Much to the chagrin of some 
Bayridge residents, the city coun-
cil seems near agreement on a 
$145 million bond proposition 

that would not include several 
projects meant to help the Hurri-
cane Harvey-stricken neighbor-
hood.

The council, during a work-
shop meant to settle on a final 
list of projects for a possible 
May bond referendum — the 

city’s first in 27 years — sided 
with a staff proposal to remove 
a $30 million diversion chan-
nel near the neighborhood, but 
several council members also 
questioned another $1.8 million 
meant to help insurance ratings 
in the area.

Part of the plan for Bayridge in-
cluded spending money to raise 
the height of the levee around the 
neighborhood’s retention pond 
as part of an effort to reduce how 
much homeowners would spend 
on flood insurance, Councilman 
Larry Millican said. Many other 

neighborhoods would appreciate 
similar treatment, making it po-
tentially unfair to do so only for 
one area, Councilman Nick Long 
said.

Diversion channel likely to be removed from $145M bond
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Restoring a historic Winnie 
Street house has cost Angela 
Mainwaring hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars and taken years, 
but has been a labor of love, the 
Midland resident said.

“Sometimes when I’m in 
Midland and I haven’t seen my 
house here for a few months, I 
think ‘why did I get into that?’” 
Mainwaring said. “But then, 
when I see it, I think ‘I love this 
house.’”

Mainwaring’s house is one of 
several that used to be on the 
Galveston Historical Founda-
tion’s list of at-risk properties.

The time and money required 
could be the barrier keeping 
owners from restoring some 
historic structures, Galveston 
Historical Foundation President 
Dwayne Jones said.

The foundation each year 
publishes a list of culturally sig-
nificant properties in the county 
at risk of being lost through ne-
glect or of being torn down.

The Heritage at Risk list high-
lighted 16 properties for 2018, 
Jones said. 

The list is meant to raise 

awareness about the potential 
losses. The foundation doesn’t 
have any authority to trigger re-
habilitation of those properties, 

Jones said.
“There’s not always something 

that we can do,” Jones said. “In 
some cases, properties come up 

for sale and we purchase them. 
It just depends.”

Owners often have inherited 
the property from a relative, he 
said.

Many of these properties sit 
untended while numerous heirs 
argue about whether to sell, rent 
or remodel, Catherine Bendig 
said.

She owns a previously at-risk 
property at 2622 Ave. N, she 

Time, 
money 
main 

obstacles 
to historic 
restoration

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Angela Mainwaring stands outside of the historic house in Galveston on Jan. 1 that she bought 
and has been restoring. The house, the McKinney-McDonald House, was built in 1890.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Angela Mainwaring points out a section of the original staircase 
in her house in Galveston on Jan. 1.

More Information
View the 2018 Heritage 

at Risk List: Galveston 
Historical Foundation at 
www.galvestonhistory.org/
preservation/preservation-
resource-center/heritage-at-
risk-list
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A company’s bid to bring 
electric scooter rentals to 
the island is being met with 
some roadblocks as city of-
ficials work to regulate such 
an enterprise that has caused 
headaches in other cities.

Four months after the 
Galveston City Council 

passed an ordinance requir-
ing permits to operate such 
businesses, Crab Scooters, a 
company offering electron-
ic scooter rentals, aims to 
launch such a venture.

Owner Ryan O’Neal ar-
gues his electric scooter 
business model is different 
from other systems that 
have inundated cities like 

City officials cautious about allowing scooter rentals
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ 

The Daily News
Ryan O’Neal, with 
Crab Scooters, plans 
to launch his electric 
scooter business 
next month. His 
business has raised 
questions about how 
to deal with safety 
and use of public 
space concerns that 
could come with 
similar models.

“Sometimes when I’m in Midland and I haven’t seen my house here for a few months, I think 
‘why did I get into that?’ But then, when I see it, I think ‘I love this house.’ ”

Angela Mainwaring

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

While they didn’t take a vote, 
city council members Wednes-
day revised their comments on 
a proposed coastal barrier plan 
to emphasize a need for more 
bayside protection and different 
surge protection options for the 
West End.

Concluding a lengthy work-
shop session, the council re-
quested more information and 

Council wants 
more studies 

of coastal 
barrier plan
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What’s driving long lines 
at the Texas Department 
of Public Safety office in 

Galveston?

COMING FRIDAY

By AARON WEST

The Daily News

Stalking, harassment and spying 
devices Christo-
pher Dupuy used 
to track victims 
were all part of a 
Wednesday hear-
ing during which 
the ousted judge 
was sentenced to 
12 years in prison 
for posting photos 
of ex-girlfriends on a website false-
ly advertising escort services.

Earlier in the day, a jury of six 
men and six women had found 
Dupuy guilty on two counts of 
online impersonation stemming 
from a July 2015 arrest. He was 
sentenced to six years for each 

Ousted judge 
sentenced 
to 12 years 
on internet 

crimes

CHRISTOPHER 

DUPUY
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