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ELECTION | GALVESTON MAYOR

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Voters won’t decide until May 
who the island’s new mayor will 
be, but candidates are already 
taking stances on issues fun-
damental to Galveston’s future, 
such as increasing middle-in-
come housing and balancing the 

tourist economy with the needs 
of residents.

It will be the first time in six 
years Galveston is sure to have 
a new mayor. Mayor Jim Yar-
brough is in his third term and 
can’t run for reelection.

So far, four people have de-
clared their intentions to run: 
Craig Brown, Raymond Guz-
man, Bill Keese and Roger “Bo” 

Quiroga.
This election will come down 

to whether people are happy 
with the current Galveston lead-
ership and with how city revenue 
should be spent, Brown said.

Brown is District 2 council-
man, a former trustee for the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees 
and sits on the Wharves Board of 
Trustees.

“I don’t think there have been 
concerns in my mind with how 
the budget has been managed,” 
Brown said.

Given discussion about the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ plan 
to build a coastal barrier along 
Galveston to protect the Houston 
area against storm surge, coastal 
protection likely will be a major 
topic of debate during the cam-

paign, Brown said.
Other candidates would like to 

see more change.
Bill Keese wants to see Galves-

ton more involved in state and 
national issues of storm protec-
tion, infrastructure projects and 
climate change, Keese said.

“What visionary leadership 

Mayoral candidates focus on change, housing, tourism

GOVERNMENT 
HEALTH BENEFITS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Changes this fall to Galves-
ton County’s employee health 
plan might have been only the 
first commissioners will make to 
counter rising costs, officials said.

Commissioners in October ap-
proved a health plan that, among 
other things, increased the coun-
ty’s share of heath care costs and 
required some retirees to pay for 
coverage that had been free.

The county is seeking a consul-
tant to research and advise it on 
more cost-cutting changes to the 
self-funded plan, which cost the 
county nearly $2 million during 
the fiscal year that ended in Sep-
tember.

The consultant would advise 
the county about how to provide 
“competitive and cost-effective” 
health insurance to the nearly 
1,000 people it covers, according 
to county documents.

That could mean major chang-
es in the county’s health care cov-
erage, said Arnie Wetzel, director 
of human resources.

Changes this year were meant 
to alleviate losses the county in-
curs through its health plan, but 
didn’t eliminate them.

“The county is still taking a 
significant loss,” Wetzel said. 
“The county is going to continue 
to pay more and more money to 
cover this plan and do stuff until 
we change and look for a better 
plan or better coverage or a dif-
ferent style of plan.”

That could include things 
such as changing the county’s 
third-party health care admin-
istrator, Wetzel said. The county 

More 
changes 
could be 
coming 

to county 
health plan

GOVERNMENT | SPECIAL TAX ZONE

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

C
ity leaders have kept only scant finan-
cial information about a special tax 
zone formed to help fund the luxury 

Harborwalk development, even though state 
law requires detailed annual records be created 
and maintained about such zones.

In response to a Texas Open Records Act 
request for three years of annual financial re-
ports, records of payments, meeting agendas 
and minutes, the city produced a total of 11 
documents, most of them agendas and a few 
meeting minutes.

Financial details of the zone’s operations are 

Documents leave murky  
financial picture of Harborwalk

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Hitchcock’s Harborwalk development has long been mired in financial disputes between the developers and the city.

STUART  

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Construc-
tion worker 
Gabriel Gon-
zalez works 
at a building 
that once 
housed the 
Floyd’s on 
the Water 
restaurant in 
the Harbor-
walk devel-
opment in 
Hitchcock 
on Tuesday.
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