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 » GALVESTON

Mardi Gras, which will lure 
thousands of visitors to the is-
land, returns Friday and, along 
with the usual street closures, 
will bring with it a new city regu-
lation this year.

People who 
want to park 
cars or trail-
ers overnight 
on the sea-
wall will have 
to wait until 
Thursday to 

do so or risk paying a $250 fine 
per night, city spokeswoman 
Marissa Barnett said.

The Galveston City Council 
usually waives the nightly fine to 
allow for the tradition of snag-
ging a spot along the seawall 
parade route early in the week, 
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GOVERNMENT | PROPERTY PURCHASE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

The Harris County Flood Con-
trol District’s $2 million bid to 
purchase 50 acres of land along 
Dixie Farm Road is temporari-
ly on hold as the developer and 
owner of the property fight in 

court over splitting proceeds of 
the sale.

Officials with the flood control 
district have been negotiating 
since June with property owners 
to acquire the land as a possible 
stormwater detention site for 
Clear Creek, officials said.

The land became controversial 
in June when nearby residents 

began objecting to a proposed 
shopping center at the site be-
cause they worried piles of dirt 
might worsen flooding in an area 
that had been inundated during 
Hurricane Harvey less than a 
year before.

The worrisome dirt should 
never have been piled at the site 
in the first place, flood control 

district officials said in Novem-
ber.

But a recent court filing paint 
a complicated picture of the de-
velopment and ongoing negotia-
tions since June.

Attorneys for John Carlew and 
Remington Homes, the develop-
er of Westover Plaza, on Jan. 28 
filed a lawsuit in Harris County 

against property owners Robert 
Wood, James Wood and Doris 
Wood, asking the court to en-
force an agreement between the 
two sides.

Neither the attorneys nor rep-
resentatives for the flood control 
district responded to a request 

Flood control district’s $2M bid hits a legal snag

SPORTS PLUS: Eight high school boys basketball teams represented  
Galveston County in the opening round of the UIL playoffs, but only three will  
be moving onto the next round. On the girls’ side Clear Springs’ season  
ended in the regional quarterfinals. » B1

In Political Buzz: Read  
all about the state  

of the county and a spate  
of local-interest legislation.
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POLICE | INVESTIGATION

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

One man died Tuesday morning in a 
shooting near 27th Street and Avenue K, 
police said.

Galveston police found Raymond An-
derson, 34, shot in the backyard of an Ave-
nue K residence about 10:30 a.m., depart-
ment spokesman Capt. Joshua Schirard 
said.

Anderson was pronounced dead on the 
scene, Schirard said.

Police late Tuesday were still searching 

for the shooter, who fled the scene. Inves-
tigators had not provided details about the 
person’s description, he said.

“Detectives have developed a person of 
interest but are still pursuing leads,” Schi-
rard said.

No arrests had been made as of Tuesday 
evening, Schirard said.

“This does not appear to be a random 
event and the Galveston Police Depart-
ment does not believe the general public is 
at further risk,” he said.

Anyone with information about the 
shooting is asked to call police at 409-765-
3770.

One man killed in Tuesday shooting JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/
The Daily News

Galveston 
police Detec-
tive Michelle 
Sollenberger 
talks to the 
sister of a 
man killed in 
a shooting 
in the 2700 
block of 
Avenue K in 
Galveston on 
Tuesday.

City prepares 
for thousands 
of Mardi Gras 

revelers

REMEMBERANCE | JOE MAX TAYLOR: 1932-2019

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

T
o most people, Joe Max 
Taylor was the sheriff, 
the man whose blue eyes 

could wither with disapproval, or 
whose kind words could inspire 
and earn loyalty.

That version of Taylor was 
at the center of many people’s 
minds Tuesday at the Galveston 
Island Convention Center, where 
hundreds of people attended his 
funeral. But so were the other 
versions of Taylor — the loving 
husband, and the caring father, 
and the sometimes jokester, who 
would show up at staff meetings 
early to fill an unsuspecting cap-
tain’s coffee cup with salt.

“As serious as he was about his 
job, he was that serious about 
having fun,” said Phillip Camer-
on, Taylor’s son-in-law. “He was 
passionate and fierce about pro-
tecting and loving his family and 
friends, and he was able to laugh 
even when the laughs came at his 
own expense.”

Taylor, the county’s sheriff 
from 1981 until 2000, died Feb. 
10. He was 86 years old.

Hundreds honor former  
Sheriff Taylor at funeral

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Penny Munoz and her husband, Tony, who worked for former Galveston County Sheriff Joe Max 
Taylor for many years, pay their respect to Taylor on Tuesday as he lies in state at the law enforce-
ment center bearing his name. Taylor, who was sheriff for almost 20 years, died Feb. 10.

“As serious as he was about his job, he was that serious about 
having fun. He was passionate and fierce about protecting 
and loving his family and friends, and he was able to laugh 

even when the laughs came at his own expense.”

Phillip Cameron, Joe Max Taylor’s son-in-law
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