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2014 FOOTBALL 
PREVIEW: Find out 
all about high school 
football teams before 
the season kicks of.
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Burnet Elementary kindergarten teacher Margie Kusnerik of-
fers a gift to incoming student Davon Wafer, 5, at a meet-the- 
teacher event at the school in Galveston on Friday.  Kusnerik 

taught for 16 years at the school before it was closed because 
of damage caused by Hurricane Ike in 2008.  The school will 
reopen Monday for the irst time in six years.  

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Five years, 11 months and 10 
days ago, the Burnet Elementary 
School closed its doors, along 
with the rest of the schools in the 
Galveston Independent School 
District, as Hurricane Ike bore 
down on the island.

A day later, loodwaters inun-
dated the school, wreaking havoc 
on its interior and leaving it 
uninhabitable. It stayed that way 
for six years

On Friday, it was inally time to 
reopen.

Students and parents locked to 
the Stewart Road school Friday 
to drop of supplies and meet the 
teachers who will educate them 
during the next school year. 

he school oicially opens 
Monday.

In the main entry way of the 
school, principal Beatriz Rodri-
guez stood greeting the families 
and handing out maps. On walls 
behind her, poster-sized pieces 
of ruled paper showed which 
students were paired with which 
teachers.

Rodriguez, who’s been princi-
pal of the Early Childhood Uni-
versity for ive years, said the last 
two weeks of summer have been 
a scramble of getting furniture in 
place and small issues buttoned 
up.

“Like any new beginning, 

there’s always some challenges, 
but we’re planning on being as 
prepared as we can,” Rodriguez 
said.

Most of the 450 or so stu-
dents whoously attended Early 
Childhood University at Weis, 
a district spokesman said. But 
some families did decide to make 
the switch from other elementary 
schools because of the school’s 
neighborhood location.

Oicials say Burnet, which was 
renovated using about $5 mil-
lion in FEMA disaster recovery 
funds, is better suited toward the 

Burnet welcomes back students

ABOVE: Stu-
dents’ names 
and their 
classrooms 
are posted 
on swing-
ing doors 
at Burnet 
Elementary as 
registrar Mary 
Dreiss walks 
through the 
school.  LEFT: 
Electrician 
Gus Sanchez 
works in the 
gymnasium 
Friday.

Photos by STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
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By ALEX MACON
The Daily News

 » SANTA FE

Police have begun moving 
into the city’s new justice cen-
ter.

Construction work on the 
building wrapped up earlier 
this month, and, on Friday, 
crews began moving furni-
ture into the new facility, City 
Manager Joe Dickson said.

he new justice center,  3650 
FM 646 N., will house the 
Santa Fe Police Department 
and the city’s municipal court.

“It’s taking shape,” Dickson 
said. “I’m curious to see how 
many people will come to the 
old department Monday.”

he department will con-
tinue operating its phone line 
out of the old building at 4925 
Main St. until Wednesday, Po-
lice Chief Kenneth Campbell 
said. Residents can still call 
the police department at 409-
925-2000 and dial 911 in case 
of an emergency.

Santa Fe 
police  
begin 
move into 
new digs

See new digs | A3

After a career 
on the docks 
in Galves-
ton, Tommy 
Townsend 
traded in his 
ILA card for a 
Screen Actors 
Guild card. 

By MARSHA CANRIGHT
Correspondent

 » GALVESTON

Character actor Tommy 
Townsend didn’t pop the cork 
on a bottle of Champagne or 
dona tuxedo, but the debut of 
“Sin City 2: A Dame to Kill For,” 
which is playing in Galveston 
and in general release across 
the country, was still special be-
cause he’s in the movie.

Townsend plays two roles 
— a barly watching a stripper 
perform and a wino saved from 
a iery death by actor Mickey 
Rourke, who plays Merv.

he movie is a sequel to the 
2005 “Sin City” and, like the 
earlier ilm, it’s based on the 
graphic novels of Frank Miller 
and directed by Robert Rodri-
guez.

Townsend was delighted 
when he was asked to audition 
for Rodriguez, although he ad-

Island actor 
appears in 
‘Sin City 2’

See actor | A3

By ALEX MACON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A stripped, white bi-
cycle installed on the is-
land last week will serve 
as a memorial to a be-
loved member of the cy-
cling community and as 
a warning to motorists 
and cyclists sharing the 
road.

he ghost bike marks 

an area west of Jamaica 
Beach near the 19600 
block of FM 3005 where 
a Houston man riding 
his bike on the shoulder 
of the road was struck 
from behind by a car on 
April 19.

Jon Trevelise, 68, sus-
tained a traumatic brain 
injury and was rushed to 
the University of Texas 

Ghost bike serves as a memorial to fallen cyclist
A cyclist rides 
past a ghost 
bike in memory 
of Houston 
cyclist Jon Trev-
elise on Friday 
at Shores Drive 
and FM 3005 on 
the west end of 
Galveston.

JENNIFER  
REYNOLDS/The 

Daily News      See cyclist | A3
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