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POLICE | TRIPLE FATALITY IN TEXAS CITY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

The man accused of killing three 
children in a Texas City apartment 
last week told investigators he used a 
screwdriver and hammer to kill two 
of them, according to charging docu-

ments released Monday.
Junaid Hashim Mehmood, 27, of 

Texas City, is charged with two counts 
of capital murder in the the deaths of 
Angela Pilot, 5; Prince Larry Brown, 2; 
and 1-month-old Ashanti Mehmood.

The two murder counts encompass 
all three deaths, officials said.

He also was charged with aggra-

vated assault with a deadly weapon 
in connection with the shooting and 
beating of Kimaria Nelson, mother of 
all three children. Nelson, her children 
and Mehmood all lived in the same 
apartment, officials have said.

Houston police arrested Mehmood 
hours after a relative, who had gone to 
the Pointe Ann Apartments to check 

on Mehmood, found a macabre scene 
of blood-covered walls and floors at 
the apartment, according to the crim-
inal complaint.

The relative called police, who 
found the three children dead and 
Nelson lying injured behind a locked 

GOVERNMENT | FEDERAL SHUTDOWN

By MATTHEW DALY,  
CATHERINE LUCEY  
and JILL COLVIN
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

With no breakthrough in 
sight, President Donald Trump 
will argue his case to the na-
tion Tuesday night that a “cri-
sis” at the U.S.-Mexico border 
requires the long and invulner-

able wall he’s 
demanding be-
fore ending the 
partial govern-
ment shutdown. 
Hundreds of 
thousands of 
federal workers 
face missed pay-
checks Friday as 

the shutdown drags through a 
third week.

Trump’s Oval Office speech — 
his first as president — will be 
followed by his visit Thursday to 
the southern border to highlight 
his demand for a barrier. White 
House press secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders tweeted that 
he will use the visit to “meet with 
those on the front lines of the 
national security and humani-
tarian crisis.”

The administration is also at 

least talking about the idea of 
declaring a national emergency 
to allow Trump to move for-
ward on the wall without Con-
gress approving the $5.6 billion 
he wants. Vice President Mike 
Pence said the White House 
counsel’s office is looking at the 
idea. Such a move would cer-
tainly draw legal challenges, and 

A new memorial in Texas City 
is dedicated to six historically 

black churches.

Screwdriver, hammer used in child slayings, police allege

JUNAID 
MEHMOOD

COMING SOON

COURT 
ONLINE IMPERSONATION

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Christopher Dupuy’s attorneys 
argue the ousted county court-at-
law judge, who’s facing charges 
he posted images of women on a 

prostitution web-
site, might have 
been framed. 

On Monday, the 
first day of Du-
puy’s criminal tri-
al on two counts 
of felony online 
impersonation, 
attorney Simone 
Bray of Houston 

argued an internet group known 
as the Don Tequila Society might 
have placed salacious ads fea-
turing two women previously in 

GOVERNMENT | HITCHCOCK

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

City commissioners will take 
their first public look at appli-
cants for the open police chief 
and city administrator positions 
at a special meeting Tuesday 
morning, but officials aren’t re-
leasing names of the candidates 
beforehand.

The job search for both posi-
tions has been a focus since the 
summer, after officials decided 
to re-create the city administra-
tor job a position that was closed 
in the ’90s and Mayor Dorothy 
Childress fired former Hitchcock 
Police Chief John Hamm, Mayor 

POLICE | WHERE IS XAVION YOUNG?

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A 
search involving almost 
300 people for Xavion 
Young, 7, who went 

missing Sunday from a Texas 
City apartment complex, end-

ed Monday eve-
ning when police 
found the body 
of a male child in 
a pond near the 
boy’s home, offi-
cials said.

Officials con-
firmed about 
6 p.m. they had 
found the body 

in a retention pond southeast of 
the Costa Mariposa Apartment 
Homes, 7555 Medical Center 
Drive, where Young lived, Texas 
City Police Department spokes-
man Allen Bjerke said.

The identity of the body had 
not been confirmed at that time, 
but police had suspended the 
search, Bjerke said.

“The search has been suspend-
ed until they can confirm if this is 
actually him or not,” Bjerke said.

About 140 volunteers and 140 
law enforcement personnel from 
16 local and state agencies joined 
the search for Young on Sunday 
and Monday, with dive teams, 
search dogs, mounted volunteers 
and helicopters, police said.

By 4 p.m. Monday, police 
were expanding their search for 
Young, who was described as au-
tistic, Texas City Police Chief Joe 
Stanton said.

Reecey DeRouen, Young’s 
mother, noticed in less than 10 
minutes her son was missing, she 
said.

Dupuy was 
framed, lawyer 
says; women 

disagree

CHRISTOPHER 

DUPUY

City won’t 
reveal chief, 
administrator 

applicants

Trump heads to TV, border as fed workers face paycheck sting
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Massive search for child 
ends with grim discovery

XAVION 
YOUNG
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STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
ABOVE: Arnold Steed of Texas Search and Rescue walks with other searchers into thick brush while 
searching for a missing child in Texas City on Monday. Xavion Young, 7, was last seen on Sunday at 
the Costa Mariposa Apartments. BELOW: A volunteer on a horse searches along a drainage ditch.

“That’s how 
people 
know  

my son.  
The boy 
with the 
goose.”

Reecey DeRouen, 

Xavion Young’s mother 

on how Xavion Young 

liked to feed a goose.


