
By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Someone who will cham-
pion diversity by promoting 
equity and inclusion. A leader 
who understands the history 
and uniqueness of the Univer-
sity of Texas Medical Branch 
and the community of Galves-
ton. Someone who appreciates 
equally the medical branch’s 
role as an academic institution, 
a globally important infectious 
disease research center and a 
clinical enterprise.

These were some of the quali-
ties faculty and other employees 
of the medical branch identified 
at an open forum Thursday in 
Levin Hall, orchestrated by the 
University of Texas System to 
gather input as its search com-
mittee begins recruiting candi-
dates for the medical branch’s 
top leadership position.

A 15-member committee 
made up of regents, medical 
branch faculty and others was 
announced by the system in 
October after former president 
Dr. David Callender left the 
medical branch for Houston’s 

Memorial Hermann Health 

System on Sept. 1. Dr. Ben 

Raimer has been serving as in-

terim president since that time.

“This is the beginning of the 

search process and a very im-

portant part of it,” said Dr. John 

Zerwas, University of Texas Sys-
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

World-class research and 
health facility Shriners Hospi-
tals for Children will be merg-
ing its Houston hospital with 
its facility in Galveston, likely 
bringing more employees to 
the island.

Shriners officials confirmed 
the consolidation Thursday 
and expect it will be complet-
ed in 2021, said Mel Bower, 
chief communications and 
marketing officer for Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. The 
organization has hospitals 
across North America.

Operations from the Hous-
ton hospital, 6977 Main St., 
will move to the Galveston 
facility, 815 Market St., Bower 
said, adding the consolidation 
will make services more effi-
cient.

“Combining all of our ser-
vices under one roof will be 
a huge benefit to families that 
utilize multiple service lines,” 
he said.

Once consolidated, the hos-
pital will supply four services 
that are now spread across the 
two facilities: burn care, cleft 
lip and palate disorders care, 
orthopedics care and spinal 
care, Bower said.

The boards of both hospitals 
voted in July to merge the fa-
cilities. The Galveston facility 
is big enough to contain all the 
services after the consolida-
tion, Bower said.

Bower didn’t respond to 
questions about how many 
employees would move to 
Galveston.

Shriners began operating 
in Galveston in 1963, when 
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Sports Plus: The  
All-Galveston County 

football awards, including 
all-county player of the 
year, will be revealed.

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The number of people charged 
with misdemeanor marijuana 
crimes dramatically decreased in 
Galveston County during the last 
six months of 2019, after a state 
law change made it difficult for 
authorities to differentiate between 
illegal marijuana and legal hemp, 
according to the Galveston County 
District Attorney’s Office.

During the first half of the year, 
before the change took effect, an 
average of 81 people were charged 
with misdemeanor marijuana pos-
session each month, according to 
statistics provided by the district 
attorney’s office.

Between July and December, 
when a total of only 64 charges 
were filed, the monthly average 
plummeted to only about 10, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Although the change has re-
duced the number of recent 
charges, the district attorney’s of-
fice still intends to prosecute at 
least some of the misdemeanor ar-
rests made in the past six months, 
officials said.

“We vowed that we would con-
tinue to prosecute marijuana cas-
es,” First Assistant Criminal Dis-
trict Attorney Kevin Petroff said.

In July, Galveston County Dis-
trict Attorney Jack Roady in-
formed local police departments 
that his office would not be able to 
immediately prosecute marijuana 
cases because of a change in the 
state’s definition of marijuana.

THE 0.3 PERCENT QUESTION

The problem was created by a 
law the Texas Legislature passed 
last year that was intended to le-
galize some hemp-based products, 
such as CBD oils.

The new law created separate 
definitions for illegal marijuana 
products and legal hemp-based 
products. The difference was de-
fined by the amount of tetrahydro-
cannabinol, or THC, in an item. 
Any product that contains more 

Law snafu 
makes 

marijuana 
arrests 

plunge in 
county
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Flowers 
brighten the 
front of the 
Hotel Galvez 
in Galveston 
on Thursday.

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Mitchell Historic Properties has agreed to sell 
iconic, historic island properties Hotel Galvez & 
Spa and The Tremont House to a Texas-based 

hospitality, management and investment group, 

a transaction members of the George P. Mitch-

ell family described as bittersweet but part of a 

larger plan to leverage commercial holdings for 

‘No ordinary transaction’ 
Texas firm to buy Hotel Galvez, Tremont House 

See TRANSACTION » A3
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UT System holds open 
forum on presidential search

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
University of Texas Medical Branch professor and chairman of the Department of Pathology, Dr. 
Michael Laposata speaks to members of the presidential search advisory committee during an 
open forum Thursday to discuss the search for the next president of UTMB.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
From left, presidential search advisory committee co-chairmen 
Dr. Kirk Calhoun, the president of the University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Tyler, and Dr. John Zerwas, the University of 
Texas System executive vice chancellor for health affairs, along 
with David Bellshaw, a partner with the executive recruitment 
firm Isaacson Miller, listen to input from faculty members at an 
open forum Thursday to discuss the search for the next presi-
dent of the University of Texas Medical Branch.

See UTMB » A3

“That’s an easy answer. Somebody that kills morale. Somebody 
that doesn’t keep pushing us to be better. Somebody that just 
keeps growing revenue but doesn’t recognize the talent here.”

Alfredo Torres, a professor of microbiology, responding when asked what kind of president would 

not be good for the medical branch


