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LAW ENFORCEMENT | FAMILY VIOLENCE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

The Texas City man charged 
Friday with capital murder in 
connection with the deaths of 
three children in an apartment 
building had twice been convict-
ed of assault causing bodily inju-

ry to a family member, according 
to court records.

Junaid Mehmood’s arrest is 
just the latest instance in Gal-
veston County of a man with a 
documented history of family 
violence later being charged with 
more heinous crimes.

Another high-profile case is 

that of Clint Veron Felder, 47, of 
League City, who was charged 
with murder in May after being 
accused of shooting his girlfriend 
to death after a daylong argu-
ment, according to a probable 
cause affidavit. Felder, who has 
yet to be tried on the murder 
charge, has previous criminal 

convictions related to family vi-
olence against the girlfriend, ac-
cording to court records.

Experts such as social workers 
and prosecutors argue it’s com-
mon for people with histories of 
family violence convictions to 
later be charged with even more 
serious crimes such as murder.

A review of crime statistics 
from several major cities showed 
that at least a third of men impli-
cated in domestic slayings had 
been under a restraining order 
for domestic violence or had been 
convicted of domestic abuse or 

Domestic abuse convictions often precede heinous crimes

HOMEOWNERS | VACATION RENTAL PROPERTY

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

P
am Bass bought the tidy 
wooden cottage on Ave. S 
back in 2005 to fix up and 

rent to island visitors as a vaca-
tion home.

The bright yellow cottage 
stands back from the street be-
hind a short picket fence, a splash 
of color surrounded by gray sand, 
dirt, concrete pilings, flapping 
plastic construction barriers and 
men in hard hats on a gloomy 
January morning.

The sound of jackhammers 
and rattling generators splits the 
wet air. Walls are going up on the 
Holiday Inn Express & Suites to 
the west and south of the little 
yellow house; to the southeast is 
the bustling seawall bar and eat-
ery, The Spot; and to the north-
east, right across the street, a 
parking garage is slowly rising to 
serve the entire beachfront com-
plex.

“It’s just the typical progress 
growing up around somebody’s 
little-bitty house,” Bass said.

This is the last house standing 
on the south side of Avenue S, 
on a block that once was a row of 
identical cottages standing side-
by-side, someone’s childhood 

We’re here to stay
Homeowner hangs 

on to history amid 

changing streetscape

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Pam Bass’ yellow cottage is the last house standing on the south side of the 3200 block of Avenue S in Galveston. A Holiday Inn Ex-
press & Suites is under construction to the west of her vacation rental and a parking garage is going up across the street from it.

LAW ENFORCEMENT | EMPLOYMENT

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Galveston Police De-
partment hopes this year to 
use higher pay to entice more 
experienced officers from 

other agencies as it seeks 
to save time and money on 
training and to improve offi-
cer safety, officials said.

Officers joining the Galves-
ton department from other 
forces can start at $64,090 
compared with the previous 

maximum of $57,000, a 12.4 
percent increase, city spokes-
woman Marissa Barnett said.

“We believe this will help 
attract experienced officers 
to the department who are 

“I’ve spent a lot of money.  
I think I’ve done my share of building Galveston’s economy.”

Pam Bass, who owns a cottage on Ave. S  which she rents to island visitors as a vacation home.

Police department dangles higher 
pay to attract experienced officers

STUART  
VILLANUEVA/

The Daily News
Galveston 
police officers 
Cameron 
Gillis, left, and 
Joseph Caillet 
take a man 
with multiple 
warrants into 
custody in 
Galveston on 
Friday.
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