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By SAMANTHA KETTERER

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston’s next police chief will be 
Vernon Hale, deputy chief of police 
for the Dallas Police Department, City 
Manager Brian Maxwell announced 
Wednesday.

Hale has accepted the city’s offer, 
which will be taken to city council 
for confirmation Dec. 14, city spokes-
woman Jaree Fortin said.

His salary will be $130,000 a year, 
plus $2,500 year in residency pay if he 
chooses to live on the island, Maxwell 
said.

Hale’s first day with the Galveston 

Police Department will be Jan. 2, 2018, 
pending council confirmation, Fortin 
said.

He’ll work alongside Police Chief 
Richard Boyle until Boyle retires in 
February, she said.

“I truly believe that Deputy Chief 
Hale is exactly who the Galveston 
Police Department needs as its chief,” 

Maxwell said.

“He brings a multitude of diversified 

experience and skills, and we are hon-

ored that he has accepted our offer and 

look forward to seeing all that can be 

accomplished under his leadership.”

Hale, 47, said he was drawn to 

Galveston picks Dallas’ Vernon Hale as police chief

VERNON 
HALE

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Damage from Hurricane Har-
vey and precipitously declining 
sales tax revenues have led Hitch-
cock officials to institute a hiring 
freeze and halt capital projects 
and have inspired calls for a deep 
dive into the city’s finances.

Commissioners on Aug. 21 ap-
proved a balanced general bud-
get of about $4.58 million in both 
total revenues and expenditures, 
documents show.

But that was before Hurricane 
Harvey made landfall on the Tex-
as coast.

Parts of Hitchcock, just north 
of Galveston Bay and west of 
Interstate 45, were hit hard by 
Hurricane Harvey, which made 
landfall Aug. 25 in Rockport, 200 
miles south of the county and 
moved up the Texas coast.

The storm dumped more than 
50 inches of rain in some areas, 
swelling creeks and bayous and 
flooding an estimated 20,000 
homes in Galveston County.

More trouble came when May-
or Anthony Matranga was briefly 
hospitalized following the hur-
ricane and eventually resigned 
Nov. 27.

City commissioners in a 3-1 
vote appointed Dorothy Chil-
dress, who was mayor during 
Hurricane Alicia in 1983, to re-
place Matranga.

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

L
ocal leaders are working out how to in-
corporate new rules after Boy Scouts of 
America in October announced it would 

admit girls into the organization starting next 
year, marking a significant and historic shift in 
policy.

The girls would join an all-girl Cub Scout den, 
while boys would remain in all-boy dens, officials 
said. It was unclear whether the organization in-
tended to integrate groups of older children.

“The details are not out yet,” said Charlie Tinsley, 
scout executive of the Bay Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America, which is based in Galveston.

Boy Scouts councils also plan to recruit older 

Historic Shift

Local Boy Scouts council prepares for girls to join 

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Joe Musick, right, a Cub Scout leader for Pack 124, presents Kaiden Herron with an adventure 
pin and his bobcat badge Tuesday during a pack meeting at Moody Methodist Church in 
Galveston. Girls can join the Boy Scouts of America starting next year.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Cub Scout master Cindy Marza leads a Pack 
124 meeting Tuesday, at Moody Methodist 
Church in Galveston.

A fast-food eatery owner in 
League City is fighting city hall to 
keep a tall sign by Interstate 45.

COMING SOON

Storm-hit, 
tax-starved 
city halts 
hiring and 
projects 

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Planner and developer Da-
vid Hoover is League City’s new 
planning and development di-
rector with a salary of $130,000.

It is a key position in the largest 
city in Galveston County that has 

more than 
1 0 2 , 0 0 0 
res idents 
and con-
tinues to 
grow at a 
fast pace. 
O f f i c i a l s 
and staff 
have been 
fighting a 
perception 
that the 
p l an n i ng 
department 
makes it 

difficult for developers to do 
business in League City.

Hoover has been on both sides 
of the fence as a real estate devel-
oper and as a city planner. Guid-
ing the future shape of League 
City intrigues him because of its 
location south of Houston and its 
proximity to NASA and Galves-
ton Bay, he said.

“Clearly, good things are going 

League City 
names new 
planning 
director

“Bad 
development 
is really hard 

to fix in a 
short amount 

of time.”

David Hoover, 

League City 

planning and 

development 

director

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Work on an anticipated $800 
million ammonia plant in Texas 
City will begin in 2018 after city 
commissioners on Wednesday ap-
proved a 10-year tax abatement.

An attorney hired by the city to 
execute the abatement agreement 
briefly laid out its basic details be-
fore commissioners voted on the 
plan. No residents spoke about the 
project, nor did commissioners 

make any lengthy comments.
The Texas City Commission 

voted unanimously to approve a 
Chapter 312 tax abatement agree-
ment and a Chapter 380 Economic 
Development and Performance 
Agreement with Gulf Coast Am-
monia LLC and Eastman Chemi-
cal Texas City Inc.

Commissioners also voted to 
amend the boundaries of Tex-
as City Gulf Coast Reinvestment 
Zone 1, where the plant will be 
built.

Gulf Coast Ammonia was 

formed in a partnership between 
Miami-based Agrifos and Borealis 
AG, Europe’s second-largest pro-
ducer of polyethylene and poly-
propylene. The company plans to 
build an ammonia plant on land 
it’s leasing from Eastman Chemical 
Co. at 201 Bay St. S., Mayor Matt 
Doyle said earlier this week.

Once completed, the facility 
would produce about 1.35 million 
metric tons a year of ammonia, 
according to documents released 
to The Daily News. The plans also 
include a terminal dock to ship 

ammonia products to and from 
the plant, according to a U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers permit appli-
cation.

Texas City’s 10-year tax abate-
ment agreement with Gulf Coast 
Ammonia includes a stipulation 
that the company pay the city a 
lump sum of money during each 
of those years, said Chris Nichols 
of Nichols Firm, a Houston law 
firm hired by the city to execute the 
contract.

The tax abatement will begin 
2021, Nichols said. Under the 

terms of the agreement, the com-
pany will pay a lump sum each 
year for the 10 years to the city in 
lieu of paying property taxes so 
long as the value of the property is 
at least $450 million, Nichols said.

Those payments each year could 
range between $750,000 and $1 
million depending on the value of 
development, Nick Finan, Texas 
City director of management ser-
vices, said earlier this week. The 
payment to the city would be equal 

Texas City approves tax abatement for ammonia plant
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