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GOVERNMENT | PARK BOARD OF TRUSTEES

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

As it spars with the city over 
control of millions of dollars in 
hotel tax revenues, the island’s 
tourism board is considering a 
name change and rebranding to 
better reflect what it does, offi-
cials say.

Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees CEO Kelly de Schaun 
said rebranding and the im-
pending name change has been 
in the works more than a year 

and has nothing to do with 
heated politics of late. Still, it’s 
timely as park board leaders 
in recent weeks more publicly 

HOLIDAY | DICKINSON FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

F
or the past 25 years, the 
Dickinson Festival of 
Lights has illuminated the 

night sky of the town with mil-
lions of twinkling holiday lights 
adorning numerous displays. In 
that span, festival organizers and 
a team of volunteers have never 
had to delay an opening night 
except for inclement weather, 
which has been a problem most 
of the week.

Ken Suderman, festival presi-
dent, said the attraction’s Nov. 26 
opening is in jeopardy because 
recent rains and a lack of volun-
teers have delayed its set-up.

The festival, which is free to 
attend, each year attracts an es-
timated 40,000 visitors to Paul 
Hopkins Park, 1000 FM 517, to 
walk among the brilliantly light-
ed Christmas displays, meet San-
ta and enjoy refreshments and 

music.
Suderman encourages anyone 

wanting to volunteer to go to the 
park between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. 
daily except on Thanksgiving 
Day, when the park will be closed. 
Volunteers are welcome to come 
and go as they like, he said. Work 
will pick back up on the Friday 
after Thanksgiving and continue 
until 2 p.m. on Saturday.

— Stuart Villanueva

Light the night
Festival of Lights needs volunteers to prevent delay

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Chris Springhorn constructs a pedestrian ramp next to lighted Christmas tree-shaped decorations 
at the Dickinson Festival of Lights at Paul Hopkins Park on Wednesday.
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rebranding campaign
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Independent retailers around the county are gearing up for 
Small Business Saturday, a locally focused shopping day.

COMING FRIDAY

Coast Monthly delivers 
a tail-wagging holiday 

edition featuring 
pampered pets  

and their parents.

THIS WEEKEND

INSIDE: More photos from Dickinson Festival of Lights » A3

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ROAD SAFETY

By TRACE HARRIS
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

As the holiday season 
swings into gear, more and 
more people hit the roads for 
travel or shopping, making 
the period that begins today 
among the most dangerous 
for alcohol-related crashes 
and deaths, officials said.

Between 2014 and 2018, 
there was a 38 percent in-
crease in alcohol-related 
crashes during Thanksgiving, 

POLICE | SHOOTING DEATH

By TRACE HARRIS
The Daily News

 » KEMAH

Law officers Wednesday 
arrested a Houston man in 
connection to a shooting 
death last week in Kemah and 
learned a second man had 
died from wounds suffered in 
the shooting.

Mark Anthony Vigil, 18, is 
charged with capital murder 
in the death of Richard Rocco, 
55, of Kemah.

COURT | PLEA AGREEMENT

By TRACE HARRIS

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The family of a San Leon 
woman shot to death two 
years ago is unhappy with 
the prison term set for the 
man convicted of murder-
ing her.

Anthony Castellanos, 23, 

of San Leon, was sentenced 
Wednesday to 40 years in 
prison for the murder of 
his former girlfriend, Me-
gan Ficklen, 21, on Nov. 28, 
2020.

Ficklen’s family said the 
sentence, which was part of 
a plea agreement, was not 
enough.

“He should have been 

given a much tougher sen-
tence and never be able to 
be released,” Ficklen’s step-
mother, Carla Hewitt-Fick-
len, said. “He should not 
have been out of jail at the 
time to commit the crime 
in the first place.”

Castellanos had been 

Police step up 
patrols ahead of 
holiday weekend

Man charged with 
capital murder 
for shooting,  
officers said

Castellanos pleads guilty to 2020 murder
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