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The Daily News continues  
its series on race relations  

in Galveston County.

COMING SUNDAY

MEDICAL 
HARVEY AFTERMATH

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

A new University of Texas 
Medical Branch study aims to 
find out how Hurricane Harvey 
affected the indoor air quality of 
hurricane victims’ homes, as well 
as how that air might have affect-
ed people’s health.

The study, which is accept-
ing participants and will follow 
them for a year, will focus on 
how people’s respiratory health 
changed after they moved back 
into homes that were damaged 
by Hurricane Harvey.

The results of the study could 
help shape the way houses and 
other structures are rebuilt after 
a natural disaster takes place, 
said Sharon Croisant, director of 
community-based research for 
the university’s Center for Envi-
ronmental Toxicology.

“There are no existing stan-
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UTILITY | IMPROVEMENTS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

After more than 10 years of 
waiting, the Sunny Beach subdi-
vision is on track for a $2 million 

project that would bring sewer 
lines to replace septic systems.

The project could begin as 
early as January and should take 
about eight months to complete, 
city spokeswoman Marissa Bar-
nett said.

The city allotted a maximum 
$2.4 million for the project, in-
cluding contingency funding, 
Barnett said.

This is welcome news to resi-
dents of Sunny Beach, said Judy 
Shorman, president of the Sunny 

Beach Neighborhood Associa-
tion.

“There would be some people 
that really want sewer because 
they don’t want to deal with sep-
tic,” Shorman said.

The project has been a long 

time coming. Sunny Beach was 
slated to get sewer improvements 
in 2008, but when Hurricane Ike 
hit, those funds were diverted to  
recovery projects, she said.

Long-awaited sewer system to come to Sunny Beach subdivision

PREPARATION | HEAVY RAINS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

J
eff Patterson figured there 
had to be an engineering 
solution.

During heavy rain storms, Pat-
terson, a retired engineer who 
once helped design petrochem-
ical plants, would find himself 
bailing out his house, using 
buckets to prevent rising water 
on 16th Street from rushing into 
the finished bottom floor of his 
131-year old home on the corner 
of Ball Avenue.

It’s a tiring exercise that he 
found himself repeating, as rain 
storms in Galveston began to 
flood streets above the curb and 
higher with greater frequency.

So, Patterson decided to build 
a dam.

“I had to do something differ-
ent,” he said.

In a city known for its histor-
ic efforts to rise above flood wa-
ters, more Galveston residents 
and business owners are making 
small adjustments to their lives 
and properties so they can con-
tinue to live and work on the is-
land.

When water on 16th Street 
starts rising, Patterson drills a 
piece of wood across the gap in 
the wall that leads to his home’s 
downstairs. He’s placed anchors 
in the stone to secure a tight seal.

Islanders learn to adjust  
amid frequent street flooding

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Jeff Patterson demonstrates Tuesday the pump system he built to keep floodwater out of his East 
End house in Galveston.

“It rains, and there’s nowhere for the water to go,  
so it starts backing up. ... We’re either going to  

need to raise the island again or you’re going to  
have to put in a pumping system.”

Jeff Patterson
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By MICHAEL GRACZYK
Associated Press

 » HOUSTON

George H.W. Bush, a patrician New 
Englander whose presidency soared 
with the coalition victory over Iraq in 
Kuwait, but then plummeted in the 
throes of a weak economy that led 

voters to turn him out of office after a 
single term, has died. He was 94.

The World War II hero, who also 
presided during the collapse of the So-
viet Union and the final months of the 
Cold War, died late Friday night, said 
family spokesman Jim McGrath. His 
wife of more than 70 years, Barbara 
Bush, died in April 2018.

The son of a senator and father of 
a president, Bush was the man with 
the golden resume who rose through 
the political ranks: from congressman 
to U.N. ambassador, Republican Par-
ty chairman to envoy to China, CIA 
director to two-term vice president 
under the hugely popular Ronald Rea-
gan. The 1991 Gulf War stoked his 

popularity. But Bush would acknowl-
edge that he had trouble articulating 
“the vision thing,” and he was haunted 
by his decision to break a stern, sol-
emn vow he made to voters: “Read my 
lips. No new taxes.”

He lost his bid for re-election to Bill 

Former President George H.W. Bush dies at age 94
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