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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A group of Republican pre-
cinct chairs gathered last week in 
the parking lot of the Galveston 
Central Appraisal District build-
ing in Texas City.

They had in-
tended to meet in 
the building, but 
it was locked on 
the order of Gal-
veston County 
Republican Party 
Chairman Carl 
Gustafson. So, the 
group met in the 
parking lot and 
voted to create a 
new bylaw form-
ing a steering 
committee that 
would assume 
control of many 
party functions 
from Gustafson, 
one committee 
member said.

The committee, made up of 
elected precinct chairs, is em-
powered to prepare the party’s 
annual budget, appoint officers 
and subcommittee members 
and set the executive committee 
agenda, according to the newly 
created bylaw.

Gustafson, however, said he 
would not recognize the group’s 
vote.

“The meeting was called 

GOP chairs 
vote to wrest 
control from 
Gustafson

CARL 
GUSTAFSON

JANIS 
LOWE

INDUSTRY | DEVELOPMENT

POLITICS | MANAGEMENT

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Texas City could soon be home 
to an $800 million ammonia 
plant.

City commissioners Wednes-
day will consider approving three 
separate agreements that would 
allow for Gulf Coast Ammonia 
to begin developing a plant at the 
Eastman Chemical Co. site, 201 
Bay St. S., Mayor Matt Doyle said.

Gulf Coast Ammonia was 
formed in a partnership between 
Miami-based Agrifos and Bore-
alis AG, Europe’s second-largest 
producer of polyethylene and 
polypropylene.

In forming Gulf Coast Ammo-
nia, the two groups announced 
in May 2015 plans to build an 
ammonia plant along the Texas 
coast.

“The deal has probably been 
in the works for two years,” said 
Nick Finan, Texas City director 
of management services. “Maybe 
a little bit longer.”

Representatives for Gulf Coast 
Ammonia did not respond to re-
quests for comment Monday.

Texas City’s agreement with 
Gulf Coast Ammonia begins 
with $450 million in develop-
ment, but includes language for 
$800 million or more in devel-
opment at the Eastman facility in 
Texas City, Finan said.

“They signed an agreement 
with Eastman for leasing space 
within the facility and will con-
struct a dock in conjunction with 
this,” Finan said.

Representatives with Eastman 
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By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News
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B
en Higgins on Mon-
day hovered over a 
blue crate containing a 

swimming loggerhead sea tur-
tle, one of about 60 he’s helping 
to raise.

Higgins has worked at the 
Galveston Laboratory of the 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration, in-
formally known as the “turtle 
barn,” for more than 20 years. 
He’s never seen the space as 
empty as it is now, he said.

Most years, the crates contain 
almost three times the number 
of loggerhead hatchlings than 

Empty Nesters

NOAA: No need for turtle safety device testing next year

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A loggerhead sea turtle peaks its head out from the water in the NOAA’s Galveston 
Laboratory on Monday. The turtles are almost a year old and will grow up to four times as 
large before they are released.
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Loggerhead 
sea turtles 
swim in 
the NOAA’s 
Galveston 
Laboratory 
on Monday. 
This is the 
first time the 
laboratory was 
ordered not to 
pick up turtle 
hatchlings over 
the summer 
and only 60 
loggerheads 
occupy the lab.

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A La Marque police officer shot 
and killed a man Sunday who police 
said had threatened a resident with a 
sword during a burglary attempt and 
later attacked an officer and a police 
dog, officials said.

Officer Jose Santos, 29, was on paid 

administrative leave Monday pending 
the results of multiple investigations, 
police Chief Kirk Jackson said.

Santos has been employed by the 
La Marque Police Department since 
October 2014 and has been a police 
officer since June 2010, Jackson said.

Police responded to reports of a 
burglary in the 800 block of Retama 

during which a resident was threat-
ened with the sword, Jackson said.

A 55-year-old woman told po-
lice Gregory Ray Ham, 62, pushed a 
sword in her face after forcing his way 
into her house and barricading her in 
a room using furniture, Jackson said.

Police freed the woman who told 
them Ham had fled to another struc-

ture in the same block, Jackson said.
Police warned Ham to come out of 

the structure or they would send in a 
police dog, Jackson said.

Ham refused and the dog and its 
handler went into the structure, Jack-
son said.

Police: Officer shot and killed sword-wielding man

GREGORY 
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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News
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Galveston County will reim-
burse the Santa Fe Economic De-
velopment Corp. more than $1 
million it borrowed years ago for a 
project extending FM 646.

The Galveston County Com-
missioners Court voted unan-

imously Monday to reimburse 
about $1.17 million to the city of 
Santa Fe, which will forward the 
money to the economic develop-
ment corporation.

That amount is about 90 percent 
of what the corporation had ad-
vanced the county to acquire right 
of way in Santa Fe several years 
ago, officials said.

The city’s economic develop-

ment corporation in 2011 agreed 
to advance the county $1.3 million 
to purchase right of way within the 
city for a FM 646 project between 
FM 1764 and state Highway 6, ac-
cording to an Oct. 3 letter sent by 
the Santa Fe Economic Develop-
ment Corp. to the county.

Between June 2011 and Decem-
ber 2012, the corporation made 
seven payments of $185,715 to the 

county, according to the corpora-
tion.

The plan was that the county 
would pay the money back if the 
state’s transportation department 
reimbursed the county, said Rob-
ert Cheek, president of the eco-
nomic development corporation.

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation reimbursed the county 
in September, Cheek said. In Octo-

ber, Cheek sent a letter requesting 
the balance of $1.17 million, which 
the county voted to reimburse 
Monday.

The state transportation agency 
began construction to widen FM 
646 between FM 1764 and state 
Highway 3 in spring of 2016.

Marissa Barnett: 409-683-5257; marissa.
barnett@galvnews.com

County to repay Santa Fe EDC $1.1M for FM 646 project
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