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DRAINAGE | FLOOD MITIGATION

REGULATIONS | LAND USE

Hollywood 
sex symbol 

Sophia 
Loren will 
make her 
“Grand” 
debut 

Sunday in 
Galveston. 

COMING FRIDAY

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Improving drainage in neigh-
borhoods will depend as much 
on regional flood-control plans 
as it will on smaller, local fixes, 

League City officials said.
Residents want both. Marika 

Fuller, who lives in the Bayridge 
neighborhood, also wants work 
that was planned years ago to be 
done before the next flood, she 
said.

“We need Gum Bayou to be 

dredged, deepened and wid-
ened all the way from highway 
96 down to Dickinson Bayou, 
not just the section south of FM 
646,” Fuller said.

Hurricane Harvey hit Galves-
ton County on Aug. 25, 2017, 
and over four days dumped 50 

inches of rain, overwhelming 
drainage systems and flooding 
7,700 homes in League City.

Widening ditches, install-
ing pumps and building berms 
will correct some problems in 

Regional solution needed for drainage 

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The planning commission 
this week started working 
through the Galveston Region-
al Chamber of Commerce’s rec-
ommendations on a long list of 
proposed changes to the city’s 
land-use development rules 
— a document dictating terms 
about how isle homeowners 
and businesses use and develop 
their properties.

In a Tuesday meeting, the 
commission made it through 
about 12 of more than 35 

HOUSES | REPEATED FLOODING

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

The city of Friendswood won’t 
get a $12 million flood mitigation 
grant that would have allowed it to 
offer buyouts to owners of 44 prop-
erties that have repeatedly flooded, 
leaving officials to search for new 
options and homeowners in limbo, 
city officials said.

City officials weren’t given an of-
ficial reason why their application 
was denied, Assistant City Manag-
er Morad Kabiri said.

But it’s likely that Friendswood’s 
buyout plan was too expensive, 
Kabiri said.

“The only local city, aside from 
the city of Houston, that got buy-
out dollars through the Texas Wa-
ter Development Program was the 
city of Nassau Bay,” he said. “They 
were seeking $1.3 million worth of 
federal funds.

“Ours was seeking $12 million 
in federal funds. And the pot to 
start was $90 million nationwide. 
My assumption was that we were 
asking for too much.”

The city in November filed an 
application with the Texas Water 
Development Board for the grant.

Although buyout programs are 
funded by the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency, they’re 
administered by the state through 
the Texas Division of Emergency 

NOTE TO READERS
FROM THE PUBLISHER

A 
dramatic shortage of 
newsprint supply and 
the increasingly extreme 

volatility of pricing is leading to 
changes at The Daily News.

Recent tariffs introduced by 
the U.S. Commerce Department 

— duties as high 
as 32 percent — 
are already pre-
senting dramatic 
changes in both 
the supply and 
price of news-
print and other 
paper products. 
Many newspa-
pers across the 

nation are currently finding sup-
plies short and prices spiking. 
The Daily News is not alone.

And as reported previously, 
this current situation is the 
result of a single New York-
based hedge fund driving these 
tariffs forward on behalf of one 
paper mill — its sole invest-
ment in the paper industry. The 

TALL SHIPS | FESTIVAL

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Five tall ships will sail to the is-
land and join the Elissa this week 
for the first leg of a festival series 
organizers expected to attract 
more than 60,000 visitors.

Galveston is the first of three 
ports hosting the Tall Ships Chal-
lenge this month, the first tall ship 
series held in the Gulf of Mexico. 
After leaving Galveston on April 
9, the ships will sail to Pensacola, 
Fla., from April 12-15 and then to 
New Orleans from April 19-22.

The Oliver Hazard Perry, a 

200-foot ship with 20 sails, was 

docked Wednesday alongside the 

Elissa at Pier 22 preparing for the 

festival. The ship, completed in 

2015, is the first ocean-going, full-

rigged ship to be built in the Unit-

ed States in more than 100 years, 
Galveston Historical Foundation 
officials said.

The Elissa is participating as 
one of the oldest ships of its kind 
still sailing. The Galveston His-
torical Foundation brought the 
Elissa, an 1877 square-rigged iron 
barque, from a harbor in Greece 
to Galveston to begin restoration 
in 1978. That renovation was 
completed by foundation staff 
and volunteers in 1982 and the 
ship has been maintained and ac-
tively sailing since then, accord-
ing to the foundation.

Ships ahoy

Tall ships sail into Galveston for weekend festival

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Nate Seward, a crew member of the tall ship Oliver Hazard Perry, climbs in the rigging of the 
ship after arriving at Pier 21 in Galveston on Wednesday. The ship and five others including 
Galveston’s own Elissa will participate in a parade of tall ships Thursday.

If You Go
Parade of Sails, 1 p.m. to 

3 p.m. today along Seawall 
Boulevard

Tall Ships Festival is open 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. today 
through Sunday at Pier 21

For ticket information, visit 
www.galvestonhistory.org

Tariffs affecting 
paper supply, 
Daily News 
production

Planning 
commission 

takes up 
land-use 
revisions

Friendswood 
denied $12M 

for buyout 
of flooded 

homes

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Johnny Jackson shovels debris 
out of his garage on Oxnard 
Lane in Friendswood on 
Wednesday. 

“It’s an outrage. 
They elected to 

fund none of 
them in Friend-

swood.”

City Councilman Steve Rockey See TALL SHIPS » A5
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