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GALVESTON | PORT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The international cruise indus-
try pumped $1.75 billion into the 
Texas economy in 2018, and most 

of that money can be traced to the 
Port of Galveston, according to a 
new report from an industry trade 
group.

The Cruise Lines International 
Association, a trade group made 
up of the world’s cruise line com-

panies, released new estimates 
about how much the cruise in-
dustry contributes to the nation’s 
economy.

The report continued to tout the 
Port of Galveston as a major player 
in the cruise industry, and as the 

fourth busiest cruise port in the 
country.

The 985,000 embarkations at the 
Port of Galveston in 2018 account-
ed for 7.8 percent of all cruise em-
barkations that year, according to 
the report.

In Texas during 2018, the cruise 
industry generated $1.5 billion in 
spending on everything from trav-
el agencies, to hotels, to advertising, 
to industries that provide supplies 

Texas cruises produced $1.75 billion, industry says

See CRUISES » A5

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Oyster farming in Texas is 
moving ahead after two bills 
passed in the most recent leg-
islative session giving the Texas 
Parks & Wildlife Department 
jurisdiction over operations and 
a charge to set rules and regula-
tions.

Galveston Bay, the state’s most 
productive wild oyster habitat, 
will figure into those plans and 
stakeholders around the bay al-
ready are involved in discussions 
at the state level.

Also referred to as oyster aqua-
culture, oyster farming involves 
seeding and spawning oysters 
in cages rather than on the bay 
floor.

Raz Halili, vice president of 
San Leon’s Prestige Oysters, has 
been part of a task force working 
with the Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department.

“We still don’t really know 
where we’ll be allowed to do it,” 
Halili said. Oyster farming will 
take place in areas leased from 
the state of Texas and people with 
bay-front property will be able to 

get permits to grow oysters on 
their waterfronts, he said.

Because the cages are actual 
structures in the water, accessible 
from piers, the parks and wildlife 
department task of assigning ar-
eas where oysters can be farmed 
will have to take into account a 
wide variety of public opinion on 
where farming operations should 
be.

Other Gulf states already have 

begun practicing oyster aquacul-
ture to supplement diminishing 
wild harvests, but only on a small 
scale, Halili said.

“Those other states don’t have 
the wild resources we have,” he 
said. “For us, it’s really a boutique 
thing similar to what you’d see on 
the East or West coasts. It won’t 
be mass production.”

Oyster aquaculture is labor in-
tensive, creating bivalves that are 
handcrafted from the lab to the 
shell to the bay, Halili said.

“It’s a niche market for these 
smaller, more handmade oys-
ters. We’re not talking about your 
oyster bar where you’re going 
to have oysters at a buck a shot. 
These will be more like $3 or $4 
dollars a piece.”

The Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Department has until Aug. 31, 
2020 to come up with rules and 
regulations governing the new 
industry.

“We’re certainly shooting for 
earlier rather than later,” said 
Lance Robinson, deputy director 
of the Coastal Fisheries Division 

‘Handmade, boutique’ 
oysters might soon be a thing

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Oyster harvester Fransisco Vasquez tosses a sack of freshly harvested oysters from a boat onto a 
conveyor belt at Prestige Oysters in San Leon on Wednesday.

An employee at Prestige 
Oysters holds a freshly opened 
oyster at the company’s 
headquarters in San Leon on 
Wednesday.

AQUACULTURE | FARMING

CONSTRUCTION | DRAINAGE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Along with lingering general 
inconvenience, residents and 
businesses are worried about 
standing water on 45th Street, 
where a $10 million recon-
struction project underway will 
take about a year longer than 
initially projected, city officials 
confirmed this week.

The major project is meant 
to significantly improve drain-

age in the area and originally 
was scheduled to end early next 
year, but won’t be finished until 
January 2021.

Until then, residents and 
business owners are contend-
ing with living and working 
around the construction zone 
and concerned about pools 
of water, which some call the 
“Cedar Lawn Swamp,” and get-
ting around all the structures 
as crews replace the street and 

Crews try to keep 
45th Street dry as 

project drags to 2021

Who snapped up 70 acres in Texas City as part of an 
unconventional financing deal? Find the answer to that 

and more in Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Sally Kline was expect-
ing eight people at her house 
Thursday for Thanksgiving 
dinner.

But as the minutes ticked 
down to cooking crunch time, 
Kline wasn’t in front of the stove 
or setting a table; she was in a 
car staring at a cellphone map 
app and trying to figure out 
whether her destination was on 
Avenue M or Avenue M 1/2.

Figuring out the distinc-
tion was important, because 
Kline and her passengers were 
making and important deliv-
ery: Thanksgiving dinner for a 
homebound woman.

“It’s nice to be able to see peo-
ple find a little joy,” Kline said. 
“Especially when they don’t 
have family and friends.”

Kline spent a few hours of 
her Thursday alongside dozens 
of other volunteers putting to-
gether and delivering meals to 

Volunteers spend Thanksgiving 
delivering food, comfort

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Judy Breitenbach, of Houston, delivers a Thanksgiving meal to 
Bo Bodolay at his house in Galveston on Thursday. Breitenbach 
and other volunteers spent the day delivering meals through 
the Meals on Wheels program to those who are unable to 
leave their homes.

HOLIDAYS | GIVING

See PROJECT » A5

Raz Hali-
li, vice 
president of 
San Leon’s 
Prestige 
Oysters, 
stands on 
the dock at 
the compa-
ny’s head-
quarters 
Wednesday.

“There’s already been a lot 
of trial and error in other 
states and it’s good that 

Texas can learn from them 
as we move forward.”

Raz Halili

Vice president of San Leon’s Prestige 

Oysters
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