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 » GALVESTON

Two people died of expo-
sure and a third died of pos-
sible carbon monoxide poi-
soning trying to get warm 
during this week’s bitterly cold 
temperatures and widespread 
power outages, the Galveston 
County Medical Examiner’s 
Office confirmed Wednesday.

Up to four more Galveston 
County deaths are being in-
vestigated and are suspected 
of being connected to the bru-
tal conditions, officials said.

The Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas, which over-
sees the state’s power grid, 
bore responsibility for the 
cold-related deaths for order-
ing CenterPoint Energy and 
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This month, Galveston Historical Foundation, in conjunction 
with The Daily News, highlights a few of the people, places, 
and stories of Galveston’s Black history. 

Scan the code or visit www.galvestonhistory.org for more on 
this and other stories.
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A SLOW, SLOW TEXAS THAW
Galveston County starts to regain power; area businesses think outside the box to try to get back to normality

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

W
hile many residents 
rejoiced Thursday at 
the long-awaited re-

turn of power and heat after days 
without either, some still were 

waiting in the 
dark and wor-
ried about con-
tinued electricity 
outages.

Many Galves-
ton County res-
idents had been 
out of power for 
days. The black-
outs caused 
widespread dis-
ruption to lives 
and damage to 
property during 
an unusual-
ly long spell of 

dangerously frigid temperatures. 
Many huddled in their homes, 
while others sought shelter with 
friends or in hotels.

The Galveston County Medical 
Examiner’s Office had confirmed 
at least two deaths were caused 
by the cold and suspects several 
more had been. County officials 
said more bodies were likely to 
be found in coming days.

The long blackouts result-
ed when the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas, which oversees 
a grid supplying about 24 million 
power customers — about 90 
percent of the market — ordered 
suppliers to cut their demand 
on the system by thousands of 
megawatts to prevent a total sys-
tem failure, ERCOT officials said 
Wednesday.

That forced suppliers such as 
CenterPoint Energy and Tex-
as-New Mexico Power Co. to 
shut off meters but without in-
terrupting power to critical facil-
ities, ERCOT said. The amount 
of power ERCOT demanded cut 
was far more than rolling black-
outs could achieve, ERCOT offi-
cials said. The effect of that deci-
sion on consumers depended on 
where they lived and how much 
power their circuits were pulling, 

CenterPoint  

imposed outages 

based on circuit 

load, officials say

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Donnie McAllister uses barbecue utensils to adjust a log in the fireplace, as Pat McAllister sits close by at their home on the West End 
of Galveston on Thursday. They have huddled in front of the fireplace waiting for power to come back since Monday.
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How could Texas’ power grid 
be caught so unprepared for 

this week’s cold weather?

COMING SATURDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

When the water went off Tues-
day evening, it was another in-
convenience and a blow to the 
spirits of many islanders who 
had already been without power 
for nearly two days.

At the University of Texas 
Medical Branch, the shut-off was 
an existential threat to more than 
600 patients being treated at the 
island campus.

When the thaw began after a 
By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Plunging temperatures, a 
lack of electricity and, now, 
a lack of water this week 
meant a new normal not 
just for the county residents 
stuck at home, but also those 

businesses that struggled to 
stay open or reopen.

Businesses get creative as 
they reopen under restrictions

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Pots of water boil on the stove as Carlos Granda works in 
the kitchen at Red River Bar-B-Que & Grill in League City on 
Thursday.
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