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MEDICAL EXAMINER’S OFFICE | DEATH COUNT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

At no time in the past five years 
has the Galveston County Med-
ical Examiner’s Office encoun-
tered so much death.

Through the end of July, the of-
fice has investigated 579 deaths, 
officials confirmed Friday. In July 
alone, the office received reports 
of 118 deaths.

It’s the highest single number 
of deaths reported by the office 
since the beginning of 2016. The 
next highest total was 93, in Jan-
uary 2018.

For weeks, there have been 
more bodies to pick up, more 

A quiet surge hits county’s  
death investigators

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Galveston County Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Erin Barnhart stands in the autopsy room at the 
Galveston County Medical Examiner’s Office in Texas City on Thursday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Galveston County Chief Medical Examiner Dr. Erin Barnhart 
organizes paperwork for the day’s autopsies at the medical 
examiner’s office in Texas City on Thursday.

“People are not going to the doctor like they should be. 
People are waiting until they’re super sick to go to the 
ER, whereas before they would have gone to see their 
primary care doctor. There might be a component of 

people not being able to afford their medications.”

Dr. Erin Barnhart, Galveston County’s chief medical examiner

REAL ESTATE | BEACHES

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A real estate consulting firm 
that owns luxury condomini-
ums in Houston has acquired 
one of the last tracts with di-
rect beach access on the island’s 
West End.

Houston-based Satya this 
week closed on the acquisition 
of 2.86 acres from IBC Bank at 
10327 Termini-San Luis Pass 
Road. The parcel is adjacent to 
Diamond Beach Resort and was 
meant to be the second phase of 

that development.
Satya doesn’t have immedi-

ate plans for the property, but 
CEO Sunny Bathija said a hotel 
or condo, or both, was possible 
on the parcel that’s zoned for 
high-density development.

See DEATHS » A6

Developer buys  
rare tract with  

direct beach access
Inside

n Alamo Drafthouse pushes 
back opening date, new Tex-
Mex eatery opens on island » 
C1

While larger Galveston County high schools must wait  
to start their seasons, La Marque and Hitchcock sports teams 

begin their first practices as scheduled. How will that  
look, and how will the pandemic affect turnout?

COMING TUESDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | EDUCATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON COUNTY

School districts should consid-
er delaying sports programs, re-
turn groups of students to in-per-
son classes in stages and allow 10 
days between each wave to give 
time for the coronavirus to incu-
bate, Dr. Philip Keiser, Galveston 
County’s local health authority, 
said in a list of recommendations 
he released late Friday.

Keiser’s recommendations 
come as school districts across 

Galveston County 
and the state are 
crafting plans to 
reopen campus-
es to in-person 
teaching in the 
new school year.

District officials 
must balance the 
benefits students 

receive from in-person classes 
with the dangers still posed by 
the coronavirus pandemic, Keis-
er warned.

Delay sports,  
stagger students’  

return, officials advise

PHILIP 
KEISER

TECHNOLOGY | SOCIAL DISCOURSE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

It wasn’t the kind of social me-
dia post island resident Danielle 
Bell wanted to see.

Last week, Bell spoke out on 
her Facebook page about the post 
by popular island restaurant Shy-
KatZ Deli & Bakery, 1528 Ave. L.

Bell didn’t appreciate the post, 

which depicted a photograph of a 
Black woman running through a 
shattered storefront window with 
a bag over one shoulder. The im-
plication was clear, and the post 
asked whether looters should 
lose government assistance. The 
post propagated at least two rac-
ist stereotypes, said Bell, who is 
Black.

Some businesses  
face backlash over  
social media posts
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