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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Developers working in the city soon will 
pay thousands of dollars more in building 
fees under changes meant to fund improve-
ments to water and sewer systems.

But during a vote Tuesday to approve the 
fee changes, Mayor Pat Hallisey warned 

such increases might eventually dampen the 
city’s explosive growth.

“I support this,” Hallisey said. “But when 
you talk about your cost of a new home be-
ing $14,000 before the first nail is driven in, I 
worry that we might be close to pricing our-
selves out of the market.”

The city for some years has charged devel-
opers one-time up-front fees, called capital 
recovery fees, meant to offset some of the 

cost of connecting new houses to the city’s 
water and sewer systems. But the fee struc-
ture hadn’t been updated since February 
2013, city officials said.

The council, in a 7-0 vote with Coun-
cilman Nick Long absent, approved new 
fees that would increase fees on a new sin-
gle-family house by about 36 percent to 

Developers soon to pay higher fees for water, sewer
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The Daily News 
celebrates the people and 
businesses who give back 

to the community in its 
annual special issue called 

Profiles.

COMING SATURDAY

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The state House of Representatives com-
mittee heard public comment Thursday in 
support of a bill that aims to fix Galveston’s 
ailing police pension system, a goal that’s in-
volved months of heated debate between the 

city and police.
As of May, Galveston’s police pension had 

$32.1 million in unfunded liabilities, accord-
ing to actuarial reports.

Fully funding the pension and bringing it 
back into compliance is a state requirement.

The bill that the House Pensions, Invest-
ments & Financial Services Committee heard 
Thursday proposes the city of Galveston raise 

its contribution rate from 14.83 percent to 18 
percent and that police contribute 12 percent 
of their salaries to the plan, according to leg-
islative documents.

The bill also would raise the age — to 55 
from 50 — at which new employees can draw 

Bill to fix police pension inches through Austin
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

For four decades, police 
detectives have been vexed 
by a mystery about two bod-
ies found in 
oil fields off 
Calder Road, 
one in 1986, 
another in 
1991.

The women 
— two among 
four bodies 
found in the 
field over a 
seven-year 
period — 
have long 
been known 
as Jane and 
Janet Doe.

The League 
City Police 
Department 
said Thursday 
those pseud-
onyms no 
longer were 
needed — the 
Calder Road 
bodies had been identified.

Police, however, would not 
release the names of the wom-
en Thursday.

The department plans 
to hold a news conference 

Police say 
they’ve 

identified 
Killing Fields 

victims

Digital com-
posite im-
ages of two 
unknown 
women and 
DNA anal-
ysis were 
released by 
the League 
City Police 
Depart-
ment. 
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A group of island college stu-
dents could soon be bringing 
new life to a site of Galveston 
history.

Circle K club students at Tex-
as A&M University at Galveston 
have been picking up trash at 
Fort San Jacinto for about a year, 
but club leaders want to take 
the effort to a higher level, Vice 
President Clare Shea said.

The fort is on the East End, 
just north of where Boddeker 
Road intersects with Seawall 
Boulevard, but it’s hard to see 
from the road because it’s over-
grown, she said.

“We’re looking for areas to set 
up picnic tables and set it up for 
tourists to come fish and hang 
out and learn,” Shea said.

Shea, a junior, first heard 
about the fort’s disrepair from 
the Galveston Kiwanis Club, an 

international service organiza-
tion, she said.

Circle K is the college level 
version of Kiwanis.

Over the past year, the club 
has picked up more than 20 bags 
of trash from the site, Shea said.

Built in 1898, Fort San Jacin-
to was the first headquarters for 
Galveston’s harbor defenses, ac-
cording to the Texas State His-
torical Association. The fort was 
named in honor of the Texan 
victory over Mexican troops at 
San Jacinto and contained three 

Students 
work to 
clean up 
historic 
isle site

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Texas A&M University at Galveston student Rick Fuentes, president of the Galveston chapter of Cir-
cle K, stands inside of one of the abandoned buildings at Fort San Jacinto in Galveston on Wednes-
day.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A marker at the east end of Seawall Boulevard 
commemorates the site of Fort San Jacinto in 
Galveston.

PROJECT | FORT SAN JACINTO

“We’d love 
to get it 
started 

and leave 
a legacy 

here 
at our 

school.”

Clare Shea

Circle K vice 

president
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