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POLICE | AGGRAVATED ASSAULT WITH A WEAPON

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Government and business rep-
resentatives talked about lessons 
learned from Hurricane Harvey 
— and Ike in 2008 — and what’s 
important for moving forward 
and rebuilding in an annual 
economic development summit 

Tuesday.
After Hurricane Ike, which 

struck in 2008, Galveston was 
able to use federal recovery dol-
lars to rebuild and jumpstart new 
projects, City Manager Brian 
Maxwell said at the summit held 
by the Galveston Economic De-
velopment Partnership.

But Maxwell cautioned that 
getting to that point did take 

time — and other panelists high-
lighted how communities are still 
waiting to see what kind of assis-
tance will be available.

At the 90-day mark — about 
the point where communities 
struggling with Harvey are — 
people were still out of homes 
and planners were taking the 

HISTORY | GALVESTONIAN AFRICAN-AMERICANS

POST-HARVEY | GALVESTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

The woman charged with set-
ting a Galveston man on fire 
had been accused of harassing 
and threatening the victim for 
months and even of dousing him 
once before with lighter fluid, ac-
cording to police records.

Nancy Ruth Allen, 50, was ar-

rested Monday 
after she called 
police about turn-
ing herself in on a 
charge of aggra-
vated assault with 
a weapon, Galves-
ton Police Capt. 
Joshua Schirard 
said.

Police arrested Allen near the 

intersection of 20th Street and 
Avenue M 1/2, Schirard said. 
She was booked into the Gal-
veston County jail on a bond of 
$250,000, Schirard said.

Galveston police Thursday 
said they were looking for Allen 
in connection with a Nov. 28 in-
cident during which a man was 
set afire.

Emergency responders were 

called about 6 a.m. to the 500 
block of 21st Street by a person 
who said he had just been set 
ablaze.

The man told police that he 
had been in his apartment when 
the electricity had gone out and 
that when he went outside to 
check the circuit breaker, Allen 
threw fire on him, according to a 
probable cause affidavit released 

Tuesday.
The man told police several 

times he was on fire and in pain 
during the 911 call, according to 
the affidavit.

Responders found a man with 
burns on his hands and face. His 
clothes were still aflame.

Police accuse Allen of throw-

Report: Accused in fire attack had doused victim before

NANCY 
RUTH ALLEN
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Disaster recovery tops annual economic development summit
Planning for  

the next storm
One of the ways cities and 

business associations can help 
small businesses is by planning 
for the next storm early, said 
Jeffery Finkle of the International 
Economic Development Council.

Local chambers and 

governments should consider 

getting cell phone numbers and 

personal emails for local business 

owners to stay in communication 

in the aftermath of a storm, Finkle 

said.

For owners, looking into 

insurance for disruptions 

to business could also be a 

preventative measure, he said.

SPORTS PLUS: Texas City 
Stings top Ball High Tors  
in district opener » B1

INSIDE

Hitchcock officials are 
concerned about city 

finances as sales tax revenues 
sharply decline.

COMING THURSDAY

By TOM BASSING 

Correspondent

A 
visitor to the Galves-
ton African-American 
Museum will find no 

reference to segregation, dis-
crimination or such horrors as 
the lynching of Chester Sawyer a 
century ago this past June.

The museum’s founder, Gal-
veston native James Josey, had 
a different reference in mind: 

to highlight accomplished, is-
land-born African-Americans.

“The museum is all about 
positive role models,” Josey said 
of the center at 902 35th St., 
on Galveston’s historically Af-
rican-American north side of 
Broadway. “The whole purpose 
is to help young African-Amer-
icans be proud of their culture.”

Josey, 70, bought the two-sto-
ry building and renovated it 
— from his own pocket — to 
honor African-Americans who 
succeeded both for themselves 
and for the community at large.

The Galveston African-Amer-
ican Museum opened its doors 
in 1999.

“I was thinking young people 

need a place to find out about 
their local history, not Martin 
Luther King, not Harriet Tub-
man, but local people, some of 
them people still alive who they 
could meet and talk to, shake 
their hand,” Josey said.

The building’s exterior, cov-

‘Positive Role Models’

An islander joined 

with others to stop 

gang violence
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JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
James Josey founded the Galveston African-American Museum at a time when youth violence was a problem in the city.

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
STATE INVESTIGATION

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Five Galveston County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies were repri-
manded earlier this year after 
state investigators determined 
they cheated in 2015 while taking 
state-required training courses, 
including one on law enforce-
ment ethics, according to a state 
agency.

The deputies — Belinda Scott, 
Guadalupe Mendez, Barney 
Jones, Kenneth Hogan and Ce-
dric Banks — violated the Texas 
Administrative Code by com-
pleting tests “by deceitful means” 
in August and September of 2015, 
according to the Texas Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement.

All of the deputies worked in 
the Galveston County jail at the 
time. Sheriff’s office officials said 
four of them still work there, and 
were disciplined after the cheat-
ing incident was revealed.

Peace officers in Texas, includ-
ing jail officers, are required to 

“I was thinking young people need a place to find out 
about their local history, not Martin Luther King, not  

Harriet Tubman, but local people, some of them people still 
alive who they could meet and talk to, shake their hand.”

James Josey, Galveston African-American Museum founder

Five deputies 
disciplined 
for cheating 
on courses
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