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THE DALLAS MORNING NEWS. JUNE 10, 2019.

A
mid the chaos and clutter, what can be heard 
across Dallas are the roar of chainsaws as people 
across the city cut and clear and clean their way out 

of what Mother Nature has left behind.
Amid this mess of felled trees and crushed cars and, tragi-

cally, the loss of life, what we also see are neighbors gathering 
together, volunteering to help each other drag branches to 
the curb or pry open garage doors or check on the people 
who perhaps have no one to check on them.

We see emergency crews — those who work maintain our 
power lines and smaller, mom-and-pop shops of plumbers, 
tree trimmers and electricians — turning out in force in the 
heat and humidity to secure the streets and to get the power 
flowing again.

If there is a lesson in this, it may be one that is a little more 
hopeful than we might have feared before the storm system 
swept through. Yes, we are often a country at loggerheads 
with itself, but we are also a community, one that stands to-
gether when it matters.

This storm won’t resolve long-standing policy debates. 
And we don’t subscribe to the economic theory that suggests 
all the shattered glass, broken trees and downed power lines 
will be a net gain for the city.

Even as the storm will spur some economic activity, the 
gains result from real and even traumatic loss. But what we 
do believe about this storm is that it reaffirms what we know 
about our neighbors: That there is a basic goodness that re-
sides in the people of North Texas.

Yes, there were tragic results from the storm. Yet there are 
also neighbors talking to each other over fallen fences, lend-
ing a hand and a heart for the destroyed heritage trees and 
rallying their neighborhoods.

There is a sense of common purpose, at least for a day, 
across our community as we step out and gaze upon ancient 
oaks that finally gave way and young trees that won’t now re-
cord decades of history after being uprooted by high winds.

We need to hold on to that warmth in the coming days, 
as our patience wears with repairs to power lines and street 
lights. Let’s go a little slower and be a little kinder throughout 
the week.

In the meantime, go out and take pictures of those broken 
tree limbs, marvel at the close calls as trees now rest inches 
from the corner of the house or the bumper of a car. And 
commiserate with neighbors who sustained direct hits. As 
we do these things we build shared experiences with others 
who persevere through the sudden extremes in weather that 
mark our community.

We will begin again, and we are beginning again now.
•••

HOUSTON CHRONICLE. JUNE 10, 2019.

W
e sincerely hope you can read to the end of this 
editorial before the Chronicle reports another 
Houston-area drowning. The last two weeks 

have brought an epidemic of children’s deaths and water-re-
lated injuries. Consider the following:

A 16-year-old boy drowned Sunday while playing catch in 

a marina in northeast Harris County. The boy, who was vis-
iting from California, went missing when he hit a deep spot 
in the water at Magnolia Garden Park. He couldn’t swim and 
wasn’t wearing a life jacket.

A 5-year-old boy died Sunday, nearly two days after what 
Fort Bend County Sheriff Troy Nehls called a drowning inci-
dent in southwest Katy.

Also on Sunday, a 3-year-old child was hospitalized after 
being pulled from a swimming pool in Montgomery County.

The week before, during the Memorial Day weekend, four 
children drowned while unattended in Harris and Fort Bend 
County pools. Among the deaths was a 3-year-old boy who 
fell into a pool at a Sugar Land apartment complex as his 
family barbecued nearby.

In 2019 so far, at least 34 children under the age of 17 have 
drowned in Texas, according to Tiffani Butler, a spokeswom-
an for the Texas Department of Family and Health Services. 
That agency not only tracks the grim statistics but also in-
vestigates the incidents for “neglectful supervision.” Butler’s 
mantra for parents and caregivers is: “Watch your children 
at the pool. Don’t take a book to read, and don’t have your 
music turned up too loud. A child drowning is so quiet.”

Remember: Drowning children are rarely able to yell for 
help or flail their arms.

According to a study by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, 389 children under the age of 15 drowned in 
pools and hot tubs in 2016. Most of the deaths, 74%, involved 
children under age 5. In addition to drowning, the CPSC re-
searchers who focused on children younger than 15 found 
the years 2016 through 2018 saw about 6,600 emergency 
room visits related to pool or spa injuries annually.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says from 
2005 to 2014, there was an average of 3,536 fatal uninten-
tional drownings in the U.S. — about 10 deaths per day. An 
additional 332 people died from drowning in boat-related 
incidents.

Nikki Fleming, who is leader of the Pool Safety cam-
paign, sponsored by the CPSC, told HealthDay News that 
three-quarters of all drownings in pools or spas (which in-
clude hot tubs and Jacuzzis) happen at home. June is the 
most dangerous month.

Organizations such as the YMCA, the American Red 
Cross and the Texas Drowning Prevention Alliance conduct 
community outreach on water safety, swimming lessons and 
CPR training. Information is readily available on their web-
sites.

Seth Huston, head coach of the Rice University swimming 
team, notes that a child can drown in a matter of seconds. He 
offered a few tips to keep children safe around water, even in 
the shallow end, this summer.

Stay vigilant yourself, or make sure that another responsi-
ble adult is supervising constantly. Cut out distractions.

Make sure that even young children know how to swim. 
Pre-K is not too early for lessons.

Never become too comfortable around water, especially 
at lakes and rivers. Steep unexpected drop-offs mean that a 
single step could be the difference between waist-high water 
and being submerged.

A 
fundamental issue limiting 
the ability of Texans to reach 
their full potential is lack of 

early education funding and focus. 
Government, nonprofit and commu-
nity organizations are already funding 
several early childhood programs in 
the state, but more needs to be done 
to ensure high-quality, sustainable 
education for our youngest and most 
impressionable citizens.

During the 2019 session, the Texas 
Legislature advanced school finance 
reforms that would put more money 
into classrooms to accelerate student 
achievement and promote teacher 
quality, including full-day pre-K for 
eligible students and teacher salary 
increases. This is an important step 
in the right direction, but there’s still 
more we can do.

Texas lags behind much of the 
country in funding early education 
and ensuring higher quality teach-
ing and programs. According to the 
National Institute for Early Education 
Research’s report, Texas ranks 35th for 
per-student spending and meets only 
four of 10 quality standards, falling 
short on issues such as student-teach-
er ratios and professional develop-
ment opportunities for faculty. Texas 
needs to adopt these standards to help 
prepare children for school and ca-
reers and better equip our educators.

Charitable organizations and other 
philanthropies have a unique oppor-
tunity to fill the gaps in our educa-
tional system. We’re not as burdened 
by bureaucratic barriers and can seize 
the opportunity to effect change by 
funding aspirational programs that 

make a substantial 
impact.

One good example 
of this principle in 
action is through the 
educational system in 
Galveston, the Moody 
Foundation’s home. 
For years we’ve wit-
nessed few coordinat-

ed programs on the island that offered 
opportunities for building students’ 
achievement. The trustees knew 
we had a responsibility to advance 
educational attainment in Galveston, 
leading to the public/private partner-
ship with Moody Early Childhood 
Center and creation of the Generation 
Moody Education Initiative.

The center opened in 2016 and 
was the first program of its kind on 
Galveston Island, offering financially 
accessible, high-quality early child-
hood development to children ages 6 
weeks to 3 years. Studies show low-in-
come toddlers are six months behind 
in their language processing skills 
before they enter pre-K. The center’s 
goal is to help these children thrive 
by the time they reach kindergarten, 
developing various skills, including 
cognitive and communication, vocab-
ulary, social and emotional skills.

The center has been lauded as a 
model for other low-income, early 
education programs and has been 
replicated across Texas.

Moody Foundation trustees also 
recognized the importance of a “cra-
dle to career” educational focus. In 
early 2018, the foundation launched 
Generation Moody to create an 

educational attainment program that 
enriches the lives of Galveston-ar-
ea students, regardless of a family’s 
ability to pay. This program guides 
every student from early childhood to 
adolescence to adulthood, ensuring 
their success.

Through the Generation Moody 
Education Initiative, the foundation 
has awarded more than $28 million to 
local educational organizations aimed 
at increasing student success in areas 
focused on literacy, science, technolo-
gy and math. As an example, SMART 
Family Literacy hosts book drives and 
family engagement events and has 
donated over 40,000 children’s books 
to promote family reading.

As a Moody Foundation trustee, 
I’m humbled that we’re playing a 
role in early childhood education. 
We know there’s a larger movement 
across the state with organizations 
already implementing amazing 
programs to address this critical need, 
like the Texas Education Agency’s 
Early Childhood Education Division.

On a statewide level, we as citizens 
need to work together and support 
this movement to further early child-
hood education programs. Education 
is crucial to maintaining the vitality 
of any community. Bettering society 
starts with the improvement of our 
educational systems. It must be a top 
priority to give our youngest citizens a 
solid foundation to build on.

Ross Moody is one of three trustees of the 
Moody Foundation and chairman and CEO of Na-
tional Western Life Group. His family and the Moody 
Foundation have been in Galveston for generations.
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Editor’s note: “In Other Words” is a 
compilation excerpted from reader 
comments posted on galvnews.com. 
These are excerpts of comments that 
were sometimes longer than appear-
ing here. The editors have attempted 
to maintain the original context.

NEWS ITEM: LEADERS SAY NEW 
PERMIT BILL IS AN ASSAULT ON LOCAL 

CONTROL (JUNE 10)

I’ve never seen a Legislature as 
hostile to local control of issues as this 
past one.

Gary Scoggin
What’s next, removing the right 

of towns to regulate liquor sales? 
Garbage collection? Door-to-door 
solicitation? Naming streets?

Bailey Jones

NEWS ITEM: MOTHERS PROTEST  
TEXAS CITY POOL EVICTION OVER 

BREASTFEEDING (JUNE 10)

Are breasts only for display “on the 
red carpet” in Hollywood? A mother 
wanting her child to be as healthy 
as possible should be honored not 
dissed.

Gary Miller
I am sure she had a light cloth over 

her shoulder covering her breast 
while the baby was suckling. I have 
seen women nurse their babies from 
California back to Texas, in the mall, in 
the restaurants, as long as they do it in 
a decent manner I don’t see what the 
problem is.

Raylene Morgan

NEWS ITEM: STATE APPROVES DINING 
WITH DOGGIES IN DESIGNATED AREAS 

(JUNE 9)

This is ridiculous. I am sick of people 
and their dogs. I don’t want to go 
to any restaurant and have to eat 
around anybody’s dog. Man, this is so 
unsanitary. I hope places I frequent 
don’t start this mess. Leave your dogs 
at home and eat with them there.

Tamala Robinson

NEWS ITEM: FRUSTRATION 
MOUNTING ABOUT EPICENTER 

LEAGUE CITY DEVELOPMENT (JUNE 16)

Time to pull out of the deal when 
they start shaking down taxpayers 
for subsidies. Look at Cabela’s, do not 
think that store will make it and we 
have taxpayer money to fund that.

Andrew Aycoth
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Letters policy
The Galveston County Daily News 

welcomes letters of up to 200 words, 
and guest columns of up to 500 
words, on any public issue. Letters and 
columns exceeding the word limit 
will not be considered for publication. 
We publish only original letters and 
columns addressed to The Daily News. 
An address and daytime phone number 
must be included so the author’s 
identity can be verified. A good quality 
digital photograph of the author must 
accompany column submissions. No 
letters or columns will be published until 
authorship is confirmed. All letters and 
guest columns are subject to editing. The 
Daily News reserves the right to decline 
publication of any submission. Mail: The 
Daily News Letters to the Editor P.O. Box 
628 Galveston, Texas 77553


