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ELECTION | BALLOT INITIATIVE

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Voters could have the final say in re-
solving police pension issues if the city 
and police pension board can’t come 
to an agreement on fixes to the plan, 
Mayor Jim Yarbrough said this week.

In a campaign forum Wednesday, 
the mayor said it was “not only a pos-
sibility but a probability” that a ballot 
initiative to resolve issues with the plan 
will be put to voters in November.

The city is waiting on an analysis of 
the plan from an independent actuary 
before making any real decisions, Yar-
brough said in an interview Thursday. 

City officials will begin discussions 
with the board of the Galveston Em-
ployee’s Retirement Plan for Police 
once they have the analysis.

If the two can’t reach a good-faith 
agreement, voters would be asked to 
decide, Yarbrough said.

“Ultimately if we can’t reach some 
kind of agreement, we’ll ask the voters 

if they want to raise taxes to pay for an 
increase,” Yarbrough said. “Ultimately 
it’s the people’s money.”

The board overseeing Galveston’s 
police pension plan was anxious to 
hear about what the city’s actuary had 
drafted and what the city has in mind 

Don’t miss the 2018 edition 
of Profiles, highlighting 

Hurricane Harvey response, 
recovery and resilience.

COMING SATURDAY

HEALTH 
INFECTIOUS DISEASES

Intriguing hearsay swirls in isle’s 
downtown and a big land deal 

comes undone. Read about 
those items and more  

in Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A dental clinic closed in Feb-
ruary because of concerns with 
infection and sanitation controls 
will reopen Monday, the Galves-
ton County Health District said 
Thursday.

The governing board of the 
Coastal Health & Wellness Clin-
ic voted to reopen its Texas City 
clinic during a special meeting 
Thursday. But the clinic will not 
yet offer full services, according 
to the health district.

The clinic was one of two 
closed in February after an ac-
creditation inspection identified 
11 threat-to-life issues related to 
sanitation of dental instruments POST-HARVEY | WARNING CITATIONS

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

Some residents whose homes 
flooded during Hurricane Har-
vey said the city has added insult 
to injury by issuing more then 
60 warnings about debris piles 

still lingering seven months after 
the late August storm.

City officials, however, said 
they weren’t trying to increase 
post-Harvey misery, but had 
received complaints and had 
public health concerns about the 
piles, which can be havens for 
vermin.

While the citations are just 
warnings, residents could face 
fines if the piles of construction 
and flood debris aren’t removed 
within 30 days, city officials said.

Torrential rains from Hur-
ricane Harvey badly flooded 
more than 5,000 homes in Dick-
inson and many residents are 

still recovering from the storm. 
City officials estimated in March 
they’ll need $301 million in 
federal disaster aid to improve 
drainage, roads and housing.

By October 2017, crews had 
collected 135,875 cubic yards 

Mayor: Police pension plan could go to voters

JIM  
YARBROUGH

POST-HARVEY | SHRINE OF THE TRUE CROSS 

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

T
he green carpets at the 
Shrine of the True Cross 
are gone, and the Rev. 

Larry Wilson doesn’t exactly 
miss them.

The carpets, which once cov-
ered the floor of the sanctuary, 
were a longtime feature of the 
church before Hurricane Harvey. 
They were ripped up before the 
storm, as part of a long-planned 
renovation, which became con-
siderably more complicated after 
the storm pushed more than 3 
feet of water into the sanctuary.

The carpets were replaced with 
shining marble floors that reflect 
sunlight coming in through the 
church’s massive stained-glass 
windows.

Nearly seven months after 
Hurricane Harvey flooded Dick-
inson, the sanctuary is finally 
open again.

“I love it. I really do,” said Wil-
son, the parish’s priest since 2013. 
The new floors and the sanctu-
ary’s new sound system make the 
worship area seem like new, he 

Like coming home
Dickinson church 

reopens after  

Harvey repairs

KELSEY WALLING/ 
The Daily News

The Rev. Larry Wilson 
talks about his experi-
ence during Hurricane 
Harvey in Shrine of 
the True Cross in Dick-
inson on Wednesday. 
Wilson was staying in 
the church’s office and 
had to be rescued by 
a boat.

“This is 
a family, 
like any 
church. 
We stick 
together 
and we 
pray for 

each other 
and try to 
help each 
other out.”

The Rev.  

Larry Wilson,  

of the Shrine of the 

True Cross
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One Coastal 
Health & 
Wellness 
clinic set  
to reopen
Galveston location  

to remain closed

See PENSION » A4

See CLINIC » A4

See DEBRIS » A4


