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MARITIME | AGREEMENT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Port of Galveston and cruise com-
pany Royal Caribbean have agreed to 
partner in developing an $85 million 
cruise terminal, the port announced 
Tuesday.

The two groups are set to sign a mem-
orandum of understanding Wednesday. 
The agreement will set out the general 
terms for a long-term deal to develop and 
operate the new terminal, which would 
be the third cruise terminal for the island.

The memorandum will allow the port 
and the company to negotiate the final 
details of the agreement. The Wharves 
Board of Trustees, which governs the 
port, could vote on a final agreement as 
soon as January, the port said.

Port officials have been pursuing a 
third cruise terminal since at least 2012, 
arguing that a third berth would allow 
for larger ships to cruise from the island 
more frequently.

The deal with Royal Caribbean was first 
raised this summer. The new terminal 

Port, Royal Caribbean to partner on cruise terminal
STUART  

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

A sightseeing boat 
carries tourists past 
cruise ships and tank-
ers moored at the 
Port of Galveston on 
Monday. Port of Gal-
veston officials said 
they weren’t much 
concerned about 
efforts among other 
Texas ports to enter 
the cruise business.

If Galveston voters approved 
doubling the seawall parking 

rate next year, what would 
the money be used for?

COMING SOON

GOVERNMENT 
UNFINISHED PROJECT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Six months after its scheduled 
completion, a baseball field at 
Crockett Park will enter the last 
leg of construction this week af-
ter the city hired a new contrac-
tor to complete the long-delayed 
project.

Pearland-based Ardent Con-
struction will take over the proj-
ect after the city severed ties last 
month with contractor Hou-
Scape and filed a lawsuit against 
the company Nov. 1 seeking 
money damages.

The city’s new contract with 
Ardent Construction adds $1.25 
million to the $3.6 million al-
ready slated for the project, city 
spokeswoman Marissa Barnett 
said.

Work could begin as early as 
Wednesday at Avenue S and 53rd 
Street, Barnett said.

“Ardent Construction has 
worked with the city of Galveston 
before,” Barnett said. “The firm 
built the Lasker Park community 
pool on 43rd Street, which was 
completed in 2017.”

The baseball field was sched-
uled for completion this summer, 
but disputes about incomplete 

Long-stalled 
ballfield to  

be completed 
in January

GOVERNMENT | FEDERAL GRANT

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

City officials could use about 
$5.45 million in federal grant 
money expected through a Tex-

as General Land Office program 
to finish an evacuation route, to 
begin two other flood control 
projects and to combine two lift 
stations, among other drainage 
projects.

Officials in Friendswood, 

which is in Galveston and Har-
ris counties, are soliciting public 
input about projects they might 
fund with Community Devel-
opment Block Grant money 
they believe the city is eligible for 
through the Houston-Galveston 

Area Council — about $2.69 mil-
lion for infrastructure projects 
and another $2.76 million to buy 
out flood-damaged houses.

Because Friendswood is in 

Officials expect about $5 million for flood projects 

POST-HARVEY | RECOVERY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

M
adelyn Jenkins is tired 
of asking for help.

Her home on Ohio 
Avenue in Dickinson was flood-
ed during Hurricane Harvey in 
August 2017. It still bears many 
of the scars of the storm. Furni-
ture is scattered around her sin-
gle-story house, wherever there’s 
space.

A back bedroom is torn down 
to the studs, the result of a 
well-meaning church group that 
came to the house in the sum-
mer, but didn’t finish the rehabil-
itation work, she said.

Jenkins doesn’t know whether 
the group is coming back. She’s 
been disappointed by her insur-
ance company and by the feder-
al assistance she’s received from 
FEMA, she said.

Now, a day after the start of 
a new Texas General Land Of-
fice program meant to help 
still-struggling Harvey home-
owners, Jenkins is more than 
ready to move on, she said.

“They can tear it down,” 

State launches first of  
Harvey rebuilding programs

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Madelyn Jenkins stands in an unfinished room in her flood-damaged house in Dickinson on 
Tuesday. More than a year after Hurricane Harvey, she and other flood victims still trying to repair 
their homes hope to benefit from a new program.
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“They can tear it down. I’d be happy. Seriously.”

Madelyn Jenkins, on her home of 22 years which was damaged during Hurricane Harvey
See REBUILDING » A8


