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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

More than a year after the city switched 
trash haulers in a bid to save money, some 
residents say they still aren’t satisfied with 
the quality of service they receive.

“I’m retired from the Army, but I’ve lived 
all over the world,” David Smith said. “And 
anywhere I’ve lived — and I’ve lived in a 
small town in Ohio with about 12,000 peo-

ple — the sanitation workers were 150 per-
cent better than what I see here.”

Smith, and several other residents living 
near his home on Brookdale Drive, said 
AmeriWaste employees are careless when 
they pick up trash and recycling and often 
place the bins right in front of mailboxes, 
creating problems for mail carriers.

But city administrators argue that, de-
spite Smith’s issues, the number of com-
plaints they receive about trash pickup has 
declined, and that the workers are following 

protocol and placing the bins within 2 feet of 
where they picked them up.

“Most of the calls and comments we re-
ceive focus on educating our residents on 
what can and cannot be recycled and what 
can and cannot be picked up, such as tele-
visions and refrigerators,” said Sarah Greer 
Osborne, spokeswoman for the city.

“When we do receive a complaint or 
concern directly from a resident, city staff 

Residents give mixed reviews 
of AmeriWaste service 

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
David Smith shows a photo of his emptied trash can blocking his mailbox outside his home in the Countryside North neighbor-
hood in League City on Wednesday.
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By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

After three weeks of bargain-
ing, the city and the Galveston 
Municipal Police Association 

have reached an agreement on a 
contract for officer pay and oth-
er workplace conditions.

Teams from the two entities 
wrapped up details Thursday, 
agreeing to an average 5.8 per-
cent pay raise for police officers, 

depending upon rank and lon-
gevity within the department. 
The raise will be effective Jan. 
1, if approved by the Galveston 
City Council.

Salaries range from $50,504 
for officers just sworn in to 

nearly $100,000 for a lieutenant 
who’s been on the force six years 
or longer. Mid-ranking officers 
with seven to 10 years or more 
on the force will see the highest 

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The property tax rate might 
increase as much as 2 cents in 
the next fiscal year as city leaders 
work to avoid service cuts against 
a headwind of increased expenses 
and a looming, state-imposed rev-
enue cap.

The Galveston City Council this 
week proposed a maximum prop-
erty tax rate at 0.58 cents per $100 
of taxable value, 2 cents higher than 
the 0.561 cents residents pay now.

That was the highest the council 
could set the tax rate without trig-
gering a state law calling for a roll-
back election. The actual 2020 tax 
rate will be decided next month 
when the city adopts a final 2020 
budget, Finance Director Mike 
Loftin said.

The council probably won’t set 
the property tax rate at the 0.58 
cent maximum, however, Mayor 
Jim Yarbrough said.

“It just gives you flexibility,” Yar-
brough said. “Things can change 
quickly.”

City administrators also pro-
posed a leaner budget for next 
year. This week, Loftin proposed a 
$235.1 million budget, down about 
5.4 percent from this year’s $248.4 
million.

Galveston 
proposes tax 
rate 2 cents 

higher  
next year 

Galveston’s uninsured rate 
has halved in a decade, 

but that could change in 
the state with the largest 

number of uninsured adults 
and children in the nation.
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By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Plans for Gulf Coast Ammo-
nia’s plant in Texas City are mov-
ing forward, including approval 
of an expanded Texas City Gulf 

Coast Reinvestment Zone No. 1 
and a commercial-industrial tax 
abatement for 10 years.

The plant will process anhy-
drous ammonia, a compressed 
gas form of ammonia from which 
all water has been removed.

Texas City Commissioners at 

their regular Wednesday meeting 
voted unanimously to approve 
enlargement of the initial acreage 
of the zone, including a location 
for a remote dock to be built by 
Gulf Coast Ammonia in the Tex-
as City Ship Channel.

The Reinvestment Zone was 

first adopted by the city of Texas 
City in May 2017 and was later 
amended and expanded by city 
ordinance adopted in December 
2017.

The city created the zone for 
commercial-industrial tax abate-
ment purposes to stimulate in-

vestment and promote economic 
growth.

Gulf Coast Ammonia in 2017 
signed an agreement with East-
man Chemical Co. to lease space 
within Eastman’s Texas City 

Commissioners approve expanded reinvestment zone for ammonia plant
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