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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | US REACTION

By LAURAN NEERGAARD and 
RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

The next few weeks are critical 
to tamping down a disturbing 
coronavirus surge, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci told Congress on Tuesday 
— issuing a plea for people to 
avoid crowds and wear masks.

Fauci and other top health offi-
cials also said they have not been 
asked to slow down virus testing, 
in contrast to President Trump’s 
claim last weekend that he had 
ordered fewer tests be performed 
because they were uncovering 
too many infections. Trump said 

earlier Tuesday 
he wasn’t kidding 
when he made 
that remark.

“We will be do-
ing more testing,” 
Fauci, infectious 
disease chief at the 
National Institutes 
of Health, pledged 

to a House committee conducting 
oversight of the Trump adminis-
tration’s response to the pandemic.

The leading public health offi-
cials spent more than five hours 
testifying before the commit-
tee at a fraught moment, with 

Next few weeks critical 
to tamping down virus 

spikes, Fauci says

ANTHONY 
FAUCI

Leaders at 
Shriners 

Hospitals for 
Children speak 
about what the 

future holds 
in Galveston.

COMING THURSDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON  
and KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Cherie Bonneval stood in 
front of the automatic doors at 
the Kroger on Seawall Boulevard 
and hesitated.

Bonneval and her children 
weren’t wearing face masks, and 
warning signs posted on the 
main entrance of one of Galves-
ton’s busiest supermarkets gave 
her pause.

The sign stated the city of Gal-
veston had implemented a mask 
requirement for people enter-
ing businesses. After a moment, 
Bonneval turned around. She 
had a mask in her car, she said. 
As a matter of practice, she hadn’t 
been wearing one around town, 
but the newly imposed city rule 

Like it or not, Galveston  
masks up under new order

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Signs asking patrons to “mask up” are posted at the entrance of The Admiralty, 2221 Strand in 
Galveston, on Tuesday. Galveston Mayor Jim Yarbrough on Monday issued an order requiring all 
employees and visitors to island businesses and public venues to wear face coverings.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Cherie Bonneval, right, hands out masks to her family, Brooke 
McGee and Ethan Weaver, so they can shop at the Kroger in 
Galveston on Tuesday. After seeing the sign about the new 
mask order posted at the grocery store entrance, the family 
returned to their car to grab masks. Bonneval said she hadn’t 
been wearing a mask around town, but now she is rethinking 
it. “What if I’m putting kids in danger,” she said. “It’s starting to 
change for me a little bit.”

GOVERNMENT | TAX REVENUE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

More people are coming to 
Galveston, but that’s not generat-
ing the money the island’s tour-
ism board needs to clean up after 
and protect the crowds, officials 
said.

An influx of day-trippers, rath-
er than overnight visitors, and 
a drop in hotel room rates has 
forced the Galveston Island Park 
Board of Trustees to reevaluate a 
funding model that relies heavily 
on hotel occupancy tax revenue.

Litter and crowds have become 

As revenues decline, 
board looks to  

monetize day-trippers

GOVERNMENT | MIXED-INCOME HOUSING DEVELOPMENT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Galveston Housing Au-
thority has scrapped plans to 
demolish the Island Commu-
nity Center, 4700 Broadway, 

and build a mixed-income 
housing development at the site  
to  replace public housing lost  
during Hurricane Ike. The au-
thority cited lack of money as 
the reason.

The authority in January pub-
licly planned to replace some of 

the remaining 569 units lost to 
Hurricane Ike by razing the 4700 
Broadway property it owns and 
rebuilding housing on the land. 
Galveston has 287 units of the 
original 569 left to replace.
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