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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The county will begin a multistep legal 
process to potentially file a lawsuit against 
manufacturers of opioids to recover the 
costs to taxpayers related to the drug, in-
cluding the expenses of law enforcement, 
incarceration and addiction treatment.

Galveston County Commissioners Court 
on Monday voted unanimously to autho-
rize County Judge Mark Henry to request 
the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts 
review and approve the county to contract 
with law firms on a contingent fee basis.

The state must approve contingent fee 
contracts, said Robert Boemer, an attorney 
for the county. Commissioners court would 
still need to vote on a contingent fee con-
tract with the law firms, which would allow 
the firms to sue on behalf of the county and 
collect a fee from any money awarded, he 
said. The suit would not cost the county, he 
said.

Several law firms, including Watts Guer-
ra LLP and The Gallagher Firm LLP, have 
explored an agreement between the county 
and the firms to recover costs related to opi-
oid abuse in Galveston County.

Two representatives met with Henry and 
county legal recently to discuss a potential 
lawsuit against manufacturers of opioids.

If the county sued, it would be one of sev-
eral municipalities nationwide who have 
lodged challenges against opioid manufac-
turers with the hope of stemming an epi-
demic. Harris and Bexar counties in Texas 
have both moved toward filing similar law-
suits, Henry said.

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
heated election culminated 
Tuesday with the incum-
bent president of the Gal-

veston Independent School District 
Board of Trustees defeating his 
first opponent in six years to win 
re-election, while a co-owner of 
Galveston Restaurant Group won 
the District 6-F seat with 66 percent 

of the vote.
School board 

President Matthew 
Hay defeated Lau-
ra Addison, an ac-
countant and a po-
litical newcomer, 

with 56 percent of the vote to Ad-
dison’s 43.9 percent for the District 
5-E seat, according to complete but 
unofficial returns.

“I feel relieved, but also fantas-
tic,” Hay said. “This has been a nice, 
long-fought campaign. I had an 
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Businesses in downtown League City dish 
on a proposed Old Town District plan.
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By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

League City Mayor Pat Hallisey’s 
health continues to improve at a 
Houston facility after he suffered 
a heart attack in October, his wife 
said Tuesday.

“Next week, I will be looking for 
a rehab center to move him closer 
to home,” Janice Hallisey said. “His 
progress is nothing short of amaz-

ing, the doctors say.”
Pat Hallisey, 67, is staying at the 

Texas Medical Center after several 
leg surgeries, including the ampu-
tation of his left leg. After his heart 
attack on Oct. 10, his legs lost cir-
culation, and doctors performed 
surgeries to improve his blood flow, 
Janice Hallisey said.

He is attending physical therapy 
sessions, she said. Talking is still dif-
ficult for him after having a tube in 

his throat during his surgeries, she 
said.

The Halliseys’ home in Clear 
Creek Village flooded during Hur-
ricane Harvey at the end of August. 
Pat Hallisey posted daily videos on 
social media to keep residents up-
dated on debris pickup and Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
sightings. He also toured different 
neighborhoods and visited with 

League City mayor’s health continues to improve
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League 
City 
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Texas 
Medical 
Center.

County explores 
potential suit 
against opioid 
manufacturers
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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Voters across Galveston County on 
Tuesday approved $80 million in bonds 
to fund road, drainage and facility im-
provements.

In three separate bond propositions, 
voters overwhelmingly approved $56 
million for road projects and $6 million 
for flood control, according to complete 

but unofficial election results.
A proposition for an $18 million bond 

for county facilities, including renova-
tions to the medical examiner’s office and 
a community center in Bacliff, more nar-
rowly won approval from voters, accord-
ing to election results.

County Judge Mark Henry and county 
commissioners reached by phone Tues-
day night said the election was a step for-
ward for the county, allowing the court to 
move forward on long-sought projects.

Getting the projects underway will be 
of great benefit as more and more people 
move to Galveston County, and with a 
bond, future residents will help pay for 
those projects, Henry said.

Hurricane Harvey, which struck Texas 
in late August and flooded thousands of 
homes, highlighted some of the need for 
flood control projects, commissioners 
said.

Hay, Smecca earn decisive wins to GISD school board 

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Matthew Hay, District 5-E incumbent on the Galveston Independent School Board 
of Trustees, campaigns Tuesday, outside the polling place at Collegiate Academy  
at Weis in Galveston. Hay, who serves as president of the school board, won  
re-election after a heated campaign.See ELECTION » A4

‘Hard Work Pays Off’

Voters OK $80 million county bond

See BOND » A4
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