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BUSINESS | COMMERCIAL PROJECT

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Galveston County’s biggest city 
could soon be home to a massive 
$450 million commercial devel-
opment, including four hotels, a 

convention center for a hockey 
team and a baseball team, restau-
rants and shops, among other 
businesses.

The League City council voted 
6-0 Tuesday, with councilmen 
Dan Becker and Keith Gross 
absent, to approve a predevelop-

ment agreement with Epicenter 
of League City LLC for the proj-
ect.

“It is exciting,” Mayor Pat Hal-
lisey said of the development. “If 
everything goes the way we hope 
it will go, we’ll be in good shape 
and be able to start generating 

additional revenues for the city.”
Tuesday’s predevelopment 

agreement comes about two 
months after city staff first 
broached the idea of moving 
the Chester L. Davis Sportsplex, 
which sits on about 56 acres 
alongside Interstate 45, to make 

way for the development.
Such a development has long 

been rumored for League City.
“We’re at a crucial point where 

we’re talking about $230 million 
in projects, but we also need new 

Council gives initial OK to $450M development deal 

Galveston officials hope 
new measuring tools and 

technologies will help reduce 
the amount of water lost to 

an aged, leaky system.

COMING FRIDAY

LIVING: Arbor Day event offers seasonal dishes,  
honors island’s tree conservation» C1

INSIDE

GOVERNMENT 
CITY’S PRIORITIES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

After delaying for a month, the 
Galveston City Council passed a 
legislative agenda that removed 
a previously drafted statement 
calling for a new structure for the 
police pension board makeup.

Passage Thursday of the city’s 
priorities in the upcoming Tex-
as legislative session comes as 
discussions to reform the ailing 
pension for Galveston police of-
ficers have stalled.

The city council approved the 
agenda unanimously on the con-
sent agenda.

The draft presented to the 
city council in September called 
for “fair and equitable represen-
tation” on the pension board, 
meaning three members ap-
pointed by the police and the city 
each.

A seventh member could be 
elected by the board or a third 
party, the previous draft agenda 
proposed.

The current board consists of 
four members appointed by the 
Galveston Municipal Police As-
sociation and three in the city.

The final agenda removed such 
language, instead lobbying state 

GOVERNMENT | IKE DIKE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
new report from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers 
proposes massive public 

works projects that, if ever complet-
ed, would change the look of Galves-
ton and surrounding areas drastical-
ly.

The Galveston seawall could be 
raised to as high as 26 feet, the report 
states. A ring levee might surround 
part of Galveston Island. As many as 
10,000 structures on the mainland 
between state Highway 146 and the 
edge Galveston Bay might need to be 
raised, according to the report.

In broad strokes, the corps’ 

State agenda 
passed with 
division over 

police pension

COURT | SENTENCING

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A district court judge Tuesday 
sentenced a Friendswood man 
to the maximum 20 years in 
prison for shooting his manager 
at a Dickinson automobile deal-
ership shop six times.

Joshua Allen Lee, 30, plead-
ed guilty in July to one count of 
aggravated assault with a dead-

ly weapon and 
elected to have 
Judge Michelle 
M. Slaughter, of 
the 405th Dis-
trict Court, as-
sess his punish-
ment, officials 
said.

Lee was 
charged in connection with the 
shooting of Michael Pavlas, of 

Alvin, in January.

Pavlas’ wife, Heather, Tuesday 

said the family was happy with 

the judge’s decision because it is 

the maximum sentence.

Aggravated assault with a 

deadly weapon is a second-de-

gree felony that carries a pun-

ishment range of two to 20 years 

Friendswood man gets 20 years  
in automobile dealership shooting

JOSHUA 
ALLEN LEE

Ike Dike plan released, 
corps now turns to details

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Calvin Fobbs fishes from the bottom of the steps on the west end of the seawall in Galveston on Tuesday. Height of the island’s 
iconic flood barrier would be increased by as much as 5 feet — to a maximum of 26 feet — under a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
plan released last week.

Submit a public comment
There are several ways to submit public comments about 

the coastal barrier to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
at public meetings
by mail to USACE, Galveston District, Attn: Mrs. Jennifer 

Morgan, Environmental Compliance Branch, Regional 
Planning and Environmental Center, P.O. Box 1229, 
Galveston, TX 77553-1229

or by email to CoastalTexas@usace.army.mil.
Comments must be postmarked by Jan. 9.
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