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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | VACCINE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

When orders went out to wid-
en the distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines, physicians at the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch 
rushed to identify and contact 
people suddenly eligible to re-
ceive a shot.

The effort involved a lot of 
phone calls and participation 
of many, including top medical 
branch administrators, to get 
people signed up.

Among those making the calls 
was the medical branch’s interim 
president and the county’s local 

health authority, who personally 
phoned to invite the eligible to be 
vaccinated.

“In a good faith and well-in-
tentioned effort to get as many 
people who meet the criteria 
vaccinated as possible, UTMB 
employees, including Dr. Ben 
Raimer, Dr. Philip Keiser (also 
the local health authority) and 
other faculty members contact-
ed and encouraged members of 
the community to get vaccinat-
ed,” the medical branch said in a 
statement.

The rush of calls was not the 
way the medical branch hoped to 

As vaccine net  
widened, UTMB  

rushed to find recipients

GOVERNMENT | BIDEN TRANSITION

By WILL WEISSERT  
and DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press

 » WILMINGTON, Del.

President-elect Joe Biden said 
Friday that President Donald 
Trump isn’t “fit for the job,” but 
he repeatedly refused to endorse 
growing Democratic calls to im-
peach him a second time.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
said in a letter to members of her 
chamber that lawmakers could 
move as early as next week to 

impeach Trump for inciting a vi-
olent mob that overran the U.S. 
Capitol if the president didn’t 
“immediately” resign. Pelosi and 
Democratic Senate leader Chuck 
Schumer also have called on 
Vice President Mike Pence and 
the Cabinet to invoke the 25th 
Amendment to force Trump 
from office — a process for strip-
ping the president of his post and 
installing the vice president to 
take over.

Biden calls Trump  
‘unfit’ but doesn’t  

endorse impeachment

SUSAN WALSH/AP
President-elect Joe Biden speaks during an event at The Queen 
theater in Wilmington, Delaware, on Friday to announce key 
administration posts.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | RELIGION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A
s reports of coronavi-
rus spreading across 
the country began to 

appear in March, leaders at Ec-
clesia Clear Lake held a meet-
ing to discuss how the church 
would navigate the pandemic, 
said Coby Cagle, lead pastor at 

the church.
“Things like communion 

were off the table,” Cagle said. 
“So we had to ask, was it worth it 
to hold in-person services? We 
decided to put our energy into 
figuring out the best quality of 
online live streaming.”

Churches across Galveston 
County and the nation held 
conversations just like the one 
at Ecclesia in March and April, 

and the answers they came up 
with have largely charted the 
unprecedented path they find 
themselves on as 2021 begins.

Congregations have taken  
financial hits and made adapta-
tions that might last through the 
pandemic, as have commercial 
businesses.

Also similar to COVID’s 

Pandemic gives way to major  
changes in churches, finances

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Pastor Johnnie Simpson Jr. reads a passage from the Bible while recording his sermon at Faith 
United Methodist Church in Dickinson on Thursday.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | BUSINESS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

In March, Red River Cantina in 
League City had a modest food-
to-go program. Operators of the 
2-year-old restaurant planned to 
ramp it up but hadn’t yet.

When pandemic-driven re-
strictions closed dining rooms 
all over the country, Jimmy Mo-
lina, concept leader at the 1911 E. 
Main St. restaurant, introduced 
streamlined curbside services 
and delivery via a third party.

“It forced our to-go business 
to increase because that’s all we 
had,” Molina said.

But restaurant management 
hopes this shift to take-out won’t 

Touchless, to-go trends here to stay at restaurants

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Teffeny Caruso, co-owner of the Hubcap Grill in Galveston, 
shares a laugh with diner Larry Janzen after bringing him his 
meal at the restaurant in Galveston on Wednesday,. See TRENDS » A5
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