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GOVERNMENT | ISSUING PERMITS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Years after getting permission from the 
Texas Legislature to regulate game rooms 
in unincorporated areas, Galveston County 
has finally begun issuing permits to the con-
troversial businesses.

The county April 1 began enforcing its 
rules for game rooms, including requiring 
the businesses to register, officials said.

As of last week, 10 game rooms had either 
been permitted or had permits pending, 
said Garret Foskit, the county’s nuisance 
abatement program supervisor.

Three of the game rooms are in unincor-

porated Alvin, in west Galveston County 
and three more are in Bacliff, in the east. 
Two are in San Leon and two more in Crys-
tal Beach on Bolivar Peninsula.

Foskit, who has worked for the county 
for 24 years, is in charge of receiving and 

After years of waiting, game rooms start to sign in
KELSEY 

WALLING/
The Daily 

News
A Bacliff 
game 
room, 127 
Grand Ave., 
is open on 
Wednes-
day. Bacliff 
has two of 
four oper-
ating game 
rooms in 
Galveston 
County.

HEALTHCARE | PET PEACE OF MIND PROGRAM

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

H
ospice Care Team, the 
coastal Texas provider 
of end-of-life medical 

support and care, is expanding 
its mission to 
include family 
members that 
sometimes are 
overlooked: the 
pets of hospice 
patients.

“Hospice Care Team has decid-
ed to participate in the Pet Peace 
of Mind program as so many of 
our patients are devoted to their 

Hospice program eases worries 
about pets at end of life

GOVERNMENT | AMENITIES

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

Ahead of a Wednesday hear-
ing over a temporary injunc-
tion, both sides in a longstand-
ing dispute over some parts of 
the Lake of Friendswood Park 
are claiming victory.

“Judge John Ellisor said that if 
the city can’t produce a written 
document that authorizes the 
placement of the structures on 
Tostado property, then he will 
probably deny the city’s request 

for a restraining order,” said 
Robert Clements Jr., an Alvin 
attorney representing Joseph 
Tostado in legal proceedings 
against the city of Friendswood.

Essentially, Tostado argues 
he inherited more than 5 acres 
south of the Lake of Friend-
swood from his father. But, To-
stado contends, the city is using 
both its own property and his 
property for a park, and that 
officials have closed off roads 
around his land, limiting its 

Sides await hearing in 
Friendswood park drama

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Amanda Ray hugs her dog Maggie at her house in La Porte on Thursday. Maggie came to live with 
Ray and her family after her owner entered hospice care.

MARITIME | HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » HOUSTON

Crews Sunday continued their 
work on two barges involved in 
a collision late Friday, unloading 

cargo and partially reopening the 
Houston Ship Channel to mari-
time traffic, officials announced.

About 3:30 p.m. Friday, a 755-
foot tanker ship collided with 
a tugboat pushing two barges 
near Baytown, causing one barge 

to capsize and piercing anoth-
er, causing it to begin leaking a 
feedstock blend called Reformate 
similar to automobile gasoline.

Each of the barges was fully 
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GOVERNMENT | AMENITIES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Some residents are lobbying 
city leaders for a dog park on 
the island’s West End, a feature 
they say could enhance their 
quality of life.

The city has dog play areas at 
Menard, Kempner and Lindale 
parks, but there are no public 
fenced areas for dogs to run and 
play on the West End, resident 
Bob Newding said.

“There’s a number of studies 

about the benefits of dog parks 
in communities,” Newding said. 
“It’s something we need.”

It’s a topic that’s long been a 
point of conversation for resi-
dents, said District 6 Council-
woman Jackie Cole, who rep-
resents the West End.

Along with lacking a dog 
park, there is generally less 
neighborhood park space on 
the West End than on the East 
End, she said.

“It’s sort of on people’s minds 

West End could use a 
dog park, residents argue

Crews continue work on barge collision

Logen Ray, 9, throws a ball for Maggie while playing under a 
trampoline at his house in on La Porte Thursday.

“Every form and letter has 
to be created from scratch, 

which ... takes time.”

Garret Foskit, the county’s nuisance 

abatement program supervisor
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