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POLICE | DISMISSAL

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

Child abuse charges against 
Dickinson’s former city admin-
istrator and his former girlfriend 
were dismissed Friday after pros-
ecutors told a judge they had 
insufficient evidence to proceed 
with a trial.

Christopher Heard and Maria 
Teresa Gonzalez-Collis had been 
charged with injury to a child 
with intent to cause bodily injury 
in November 2020. The charges 
were dismissed Friday.

The charges 
stemmed from 
allegations that 
Heard and Gon-
zalez-Collis had 
tried to force-feed 
two teenage girls 
a meal Heard had 
prepared and they 
had refused to eat, 

and then got into a physical alter-
cation with the girls.

Heard on Friday said he was 
relieved by the dismissal and by 
the chance to start a life out of the 

Charges dropped  
against former  

Dickinson city manager

CHRIS 
HEARD

UTILITY | EQUIPMENT UPGRADES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

R
eliability, or lack thereof, 
has become a sore spot 
among many island con-

sumers since the winter freeze 
knocked out power to millions 
of people across Texas. Center-
Point Energy, which manages 
the wires, poles and other de-
livery equipment in Galveston, 
has been upgrading materials 
in hopes of improving reliability 
and reducing unplanned outages.

After the return of an area su-
pervisor who once oversaw the 

CenterPoint upgrading  
equipment to improve reliability

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Workers install new power poles at the site of a CenterPoint Energy project along Stewart Road 
on the West End in Galveston on Tuesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A sign warns motorists of work ahead near the site of a Cen-
terPoint project on Stewart Road on the West End in Galveston 
on Tuesday.

LAWSUIT | COUNTY EMPLOYEES’ HEALTH CARE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Galveston County commis-
sioners on Friday gave their at-
torneys the go-ahead to sue a 
former health care administra-
tor in attempt to force the com-

pany to turn over documents 
related to the handling of large 
sums of public money.

A company owner, however, 
said the county had made un-
reasonable demands for docu-
ments, had rejected a meeting 
and had resorted to bullying in 
effort to avoid paying money it 

owes. 
Commissioners voted 3-0 

to authorize attorneys to file a 
lawsuit against Boon-Chapman 
Benefit Administrators, which 
until 2020 oversaw the coun-
ty’s employee health care plan 

County, health-plan manager  
at odds over big money

CORONAVIRUS | TESTING

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County will open a 
mass COVID-19 testing site next 
week as demand continues to 
climb to its highest point of the 
pandemic.

The drive-through testing site 
will be open from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Tuesday through Friday 
at the Galveston County Health 
District, 9850 Emmett F. Lowry 
Expressway.

Appointments are required for 
the tests, which will be admin-

istered and pro-
cessed through 
the University of 
Texas Medical 
Branch.

The drive-
through site will 
have the ability to 
test up to 500 peo-
ple a day, health 

district spokeswoman Ashley 
Tompkins said.

The district is encouraging 
Galveston County residents 
who feel sick or who have had 

County to expand free 
COVID-testing program

ASHLEY 
TOMPKINS

Daily News offices will be closed Monday to allow employees 
to observe the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday. 

Normal business hours will resume at 8 a.m. Tuesday.

DAILY NEWS OFFICES CLOSED MONDAY FOR MLK DAY

POLITICS | VOTING

By ACACIA CORONADO,  
PAUL WEBER  
and NICHOLAS RICCARDI
Associated Press

 » AUSTIN

A sweeping new Texas voting 
law that Republicans muscled 
through the Legislature last year 
over dramatic protests is drawing 
fire again, even before some of 
the most contentious restrictions 
and changes kick in ahead of the 
state’s first-in-the nation primary.

Thousands of Texans — in-
cluding some U.S. citizens — 
have received letters saying they 
have been flagged as poten-
tial noncitizens who could be 
kicked off voting rolls. And this 

week, local elections officials 
said hundreds of mail-in ballot 
applications are being rejected 
for not including required new 

New Texas voting law 
snags US citizens,  

mail ballot requests

ERIC GAY/AP file photo
Demonstrators join a rally to 
protest proposed voting bills 
on the steps of the Texas Capi-
tol on July 13, 2021, in Austin.
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