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Ring levees? Highway barrier? What 
will a coastal barrier look like locally?

COMING MONDAY

By SAMANTHA KETTERER

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

In the 2016 fiscal year, the 

city of Galveston paid departing 

employees $802,449 for unused 

sick and vacation leave, Human 

Resources Director Kent Eti-

enne said.

Several city council members 

have used the number to argue 

for changes in the city’s vacation 

and sick leave policies, which 

are being reworked by the hu-

man resources department.

“It’s expensive for the city, as 

evidenced by what we’ve paid,” 

Councilman Mike Doherty, 

of District 4, said. “It seems to 

me that it just is an excessive 

amount of time that can be ac-

cumulated.”

The $802,449 was paid to civ-

il service, non-civil service and 

police employees, but the city 

couldn’t immediately provide a 

breakdown, Etienne said.

Separation pay and accumula-

tion of leave has been a hot issue 

as the city council has worked to 

approve new vacation and sick 

leave policies.

Galveston paid workers $800K for unused leave in 2016

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

Carnival Cruise Line’s newest and 
largest ship will move to Galveston 
on Sept. 23, 2018, but before it ar-
rives, the island port must complete 
about $5 million in improvements to 
accommodate the 1,055-foot vessel.

“The Vista is about 52 feet longer 
than the Carnival Breeze,” said Jef-
frey Thomas, a junior engineer with 
the port. “It takes up the berth’s entire 

length. Adding mooring to the east-
ern side of the platform will slightly 
lengthen the berth so we can fit the 
additional feet.”

Carnival officials in January an-
nounced plans to move the Carni-
val Vista to Galveston, replacing the 
Carnival Breeze that docks at Cruise 
Terminal No. 1.

Carnival Vista, which debuted last 
year and has been stationed in Mi-
ami, weighs about 133,500 tons and 
is 1,055 feet long, with a capacity of 

about 4,000 passengers.
Vista features the first IMAX the-

ater aboard a ship, a water park and a 
brewery, officials said.

The ship will offer two seven-day 
Caribbean trips, departing each Sun-
day. The first includes calls at Mon-
tego Bay, Grand Cayman and Cozu-
mel. The other trip includes stops at 
Mahogany Bay, Belize and Cozumel.

The ship’s size has led port officials 

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

D
ozens of people gathered 
Friday night in Galveston 
to remember loved ones 

who have died from AIDS or are liv-
ing with HIV — and mark medical 
advances that have made life with the 
disease more manageable.

Access Care of Coastal Texas, a 
Galveston nonprofit, organized a 
World AIDS Day memorial service 
Friday, an annual event celebrat-
ed since 1988 around the world on 
Dec. 1.

There’s not yet a cure or vaccine 
for HIV/AIDS, but advances in 
treatment and care for the disease 
have made it a remarkable example 
of success in public health, said Dr. 
Janak Patel, head of the Division of 
Infectious Disease-Pediatric at the 
University of Texas Medical Branch.

More drugs are available today 
than ever and have fewer side effects, 
compared to the early years of the 
disease, Patel said. A daily drug is 
available now for people who have a 
high-risk of acquiring the virus that 
acts as a preventive for contracting it.

“It’s a very manageable disease now 
as long as our patients want that,” Pa-
tel said.

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Clear Creek ISD trustees last week ap-
proved $1.8 million to pay for consultants, 
contractors and replacing synthetic turf at 
two high school football fields in Hurricane 
Harvey-related expenses. Altogether, Har-
vey recovery could cost the district about 
$19 million.

The board of trustees on Monday agreed 
to hire consultants to recover insurance 
money and secure Federal Emergency 
Management Agency money to pay for 

Port starts expansion for much larger cruise liner 

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
The seasonal Disney Cruise Line ship is parked at 
Cruise Terminal 2 in Galveston on Friday.
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CCISD faces $19M 
in Harvey expenses

Districtwide damage 

included two football fields

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
CCISD facilities worker Alejandro Aragon 
walks over a section of the Clear Springs 
High School practice field Friday, that was 
damaged after Hurricane Harvey.

Much has improved, 
but stigma remains 

for HIV positive

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A lighted candle burns as guests gather for a vigil in observance of World AIDS 
Day in Galveston on Friday.

STUART 

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Lee Runion holds 
a candle wrapped 
in a program while 
standing in a vigil 
at an observance 
of World AIDS Day 
in Galveston on 
Friday.
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Reflection and Awareness


