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 » GALVESTON

The number of flu cases report-

ed in Galveston County is up this 

year and at a rate that has county 

health officials urging people to get 
their seasonal shots.

Since September, 268 lab-con-
firmed cases of the flu have been 
reported to the health district. Just 
32 cases of the flu were reported to 
the district in the same time period 

last year.
The flu season typically begins in 

October, but health district officials 
said they started to receive reports 
of flu cases in September this year.

Health care providers are not 
required to report flu cases to the 

health district. The district’s num-
bers come from hospitals such as 
those at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch and its own clin-
ics. The number of cases in the 
county is likely higher than has 
been confirmed by the district.

Still, the number of flu cases al-

ready reported this year is drawing 

some concern, and the county’s top 

health official said he was worried 

the increase is a sign that people 

Sharp spike in flu cases has health officials worried
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As a deadline looms, enrollment 
for health care coverage through 

the Affordable Care Act is up 
despite a shortened enrollment 
period and political uncertainty.

COMING SOON 

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

G
alveston County 
charitable orga-
nizations need 

more toys than usual this 
Christmas to help fami-
lies still recovering from 
Hurricane Harvey.

“There is a great need,” 
said Chris Delesandri, ex-
ecutive director of United 
Way Galveston County 
Mainland. “The devas-
tation is not only for the 
kids. All the agencies 
are scraping together for 
Christmas.”

Harvey made land-
fall Aug. 25 in Rockport, 
about 200 miles south of 
Galveston County, but in 
the 72 or so hours that 
followed, it dumped more 
than 50 inches of rain in 
some parts of the area, 
swelling creeks and bay-
ous and flooding about 
20,000 houses in the 
county.

Many families lost be-
longings either during the 
flood or during the muck-
ing.

“Where do they keep 

Season of Need

Harvey left more children in need this Christmas

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Salvation Army Capt. Jennifer Jones opens a box to reveal donated toys for The Salvation Army’s 
annual Angel Tree program at the organization’s warehouse in Texas City on Wednesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A tag hangs on a bag of donated toys 
for The Salvation Army’s annual Angel 
Tree program at the organization’s 
warehouse in Texas City on Wednesday.
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The American Civil Liberties 
Union in a recent letter misrepre-
sented how judges responded to 
concerns about the county’s legal 
system, a court at law judge said 
this week.

County Court at Law No. 3 
Judge Jack Ewing disputed some 
assertions the ACLU made about 
how accused people are han-
dled in the county legal system 
and said the civil rights group 
mischaracterized the response 
among judges.

A staff attorney for the ACLU 
had in a Nov. 21 letter to the 
county called for a more urgent 
response to addressing concerns 
about the legal system, most no-
tably the pretrial release system.

In that letter, the attorney had 
noted judges had been uncoop-
erative in addressing those prob-
lems during meetings between 
the attorney and judges. The 
ACLU has been communicating 
with the county for nearly a year 
about problems identified in the 
county legal system by various 
reports.

Ewing took issue with those 
comments about judges.

“The truth is the judges have 
been more than accommodating 
to the ACLU,” Ewing told The 
Daily News.

Ewing could not attend an ini-
tial meeting with the ACLU be-
cause he had a schedule conflict, 
he said. But judges invited the 

Judge disputes 

ACLU’s 
assessment of 
county courts
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Downtown Galveston will 
take a trip back in time today for 
Dickens on The Strand, an annu-
al Victorian-themed holiday fes-
tival held through the weekend.

Weather during the festival, 
one of Galveston’s most profitable 
tourist events, likely will be sun-
nier than last year. Heavy rain in 
2016 caused the Galveston His-
torical Foundation, which stages 
the festival, to make the event free 
for two days of the weekend and to 
also hold a second weekend.

Dickens  
kicks off with  

sunnier forecast  
this year

STUART VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News file

Carolers from McNeil High 
School perform at Dickens on 
The Strand in Galveston on 
Dec. 3, 2016.
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When city workers broke 

ground near English Bayou, they 

hoped to install a new drainage 

component that could potentially 

delay the effects of sea level rise.
Instead, they discovered a leak 

in a nearby water line that had 
been pouring an average of 3 
million gallons of water, worth 
thousands of dollars, into the 
city’s storm sewer system each 
day for years, Chief of Staff Bran-

don Cook said.
“It was more than a leak, it 

seems like,” Cook said. “It was 
like a wide-open line.”

The city might never have 
found the leak if it hadn’t been 
trying to set up the new back-
flow prevention devices, City 

Manager Brian Maxwell said.
Those devices are meant to 

stop water from backing up into 
the drainage system’s pipes at 
times, for example, when tides 
are running high. That’s especial-
ly a problem in Galveston during 
hard rains because it keeps the 

system from draining fast enough 

to prevent street flooding.

But to install a valve, the city 

needed to ensure the drainage 

system was empty of water, Max-

well said. A city crew had been 

City: Undetected water line leaked 3M gallons a day
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